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An OvERTURE propoſed to the 
dbiery Reverend the Presbytery of 
Edinburgh, concerning the Con- 
ſtitution of the General Aſſembly 
of the Church of Scotland. 
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HE right Conſtitution of the General 
+ | Aftmbly, the ſupreme Ecclefiaſtical 
IG Court in this Nation, being a Matter 
of the greateſt Conſequence and high- 
eſt Moment, to the Intereſt, Peace 
Lo I and Reputation of this Church : It 
will be agreed to by all the ſincere Well-wiſhers of 
2 Good and Proſperity, that all proper Methods 
hould be obferved and followed, for having that Ju- 
dicatory ſo well conſtituted, that at no Time it may 
be a pacht Meeting, 5 | 
And fince it is an eaſy Thing to make it appear, 
that the annual Election of Miniſters and Ruling 
Elders by Presbyteries, to be their Commiſſioners to 
the Aſſembly, is attended with many Inconveniencies, 
and productive of ſeveral bad Effects: Tis overtur'd, 
That the ſaid Commiſſioners be ſent to the Aſſembly 
by a Rotation, which may be put on ſuch a Footing, 
as will effeQually promote and ſecure all the valuable 


Ends of that Judicatory, ſo happily eſtabliſhed. co, 
this Church by Law, " 7 eee 3 


— Ä ̃ 
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A2 1 The 


The undue Means, and under - hand Dealing, uſed 
in the Bounds of the moſt of the Presbyteries, for 
influencing Miniſters and Elders to give their Voices 
for the Election of ſuch and ſuch Commiſſioners, as 
are of this or the other _ or Kidney; by which 


Means, many have not that Freedom of voting ac- 
cording to their'own Light and Inclination, that is 
to be wiſh'd for: The diſpatching of circular Let - 
ters from Meetings of Correſpondence to Presbyteries 
and Miniſters, to have Care of ſending ſuch and ſuch 
Members, whom they know by their CharaRers and 
publick Appearances, to have diſtinguiſhed themſelves 
of late in ſome Matters of Queſtion and Debate, ei- 
ther upon the one Side or the other: The ſeparate 
extrajudicial Meetings of Miniſters and Elders, for 
concerting in a clandeſtine Way, who ſhall be the 
- Commiſſioners from Presbyteries to the Aſſembly : 
The concerting, I ſay, to ſend thoſe who are of the 
ſame Complexion with themſelves, and to keep out 
others, who are of a different Way of thinking, juſt 
as they are variouſly affected towards them; which, 
as it betrays a Want of that brotherly Confidence, 
that the Miniſters of the Goſpel ſhould have in one 
another, ſo it tends very much to ſupport Faction and 
2 and to encourage the ambitious Views and ſel- 
fiſh Intereſts of ſuch as aſpire to be leading Men: 
The Care that is viſibly taken, to have the Ruling 
_ Elders, from the reſpective Seſſions, to attend the 
Meeting of Presbyteries punctually, for, chuſing Com- 
miſſioners, and ſecuring the Election to thoſe, who, 
by a previous Concert, are determined to be the Per- 
ſons; which is a ſhameful proftituting of their Office 
and Character, to the Humour and Will, the Deſigns 
and Views of thoſe who call and bring them up to 
their Meetings; eſpecially conſidering, that thro” 
the whole Year, very few of them attend the Meet- 
ings of the Presbytery, or give their Aſſiſtance in 
che managing of eceleſiaſtical Affairs, in Dependence 
before them, which is a ſhrewd Evidence, that thers 


( : 
is a Turn to be ferved 5 all which are ſuch Evils, as 
very much need to be provided againſt. - = 
By a formal annual Election, ſome Miniſters have 
deen return'd Members to the Aﬀemtly, for a good 
Number of Years, without Interruption, to the Ex- 
eluſion of many of their Brethren, as worthy and de- 
ſerving as themſelves; and others, who have not had 
Experience in the conducting of eceleſiaſtical Affairs, 
are keept out, and deprived of the Opportunities of 
knowing our Conſtitution, and of improving them- 
ſelves, Go as to be uſeful in the Government of the 
Church, when their Fathers, thro' the Infirmities of 
old Age, ſhall be unable to attend, or ſhall finiſh 
their Miniſtry by Death. And as to Ruling El- 
ders, by a formal annual Election, ſome have come 
to be ſent from Presbyteries for a long Tract of Years, 
for a Dozen, Twenty or Thirty Years, and upwards, 
without Interruption, which is next to their being 
conſtant, or during Life Members, which is ſuch a 
Share of the Government, as few or no Miniſters have 
ever had. By this Means, thoſe Elders have many 
Opportunities of an univerſal Acquaintance with i- 
niſters thro? all Parts of the Nation, and a more than 
ordinary Influence upon them; nay, the Aſcendant, 
and a Dominion over them, 'avd of being Over- ruling 
Elders : It ſeems therefore to be extremely neceſſary, 
that Care be taken, that neither Miniſters nor Elders 
de returned Members to the Aſſembly for a Run of 
Years 3 for fince the Commiiſon is for the moſt Pare. 
conſtituted of the ſame Perſons as were Members of 
the Aſſembly, thoſe Miniſters and Elders, who 'are 
ſo frequently Members of both, come to have a Mo- 
nopoly of the Government put into their Hands, and 
a paramount Power and Sway in theſe Courts, which 
_ true Presbyterian muſt dread ; and how much 
the bad Effects of this do already appear, it is need- 
leſs here to explain. | | 
It is therefore overtur'd, fr/?, with reſpect to Mi - 
niſters, That they be ſent by Presbyteries to the Af. 


ſembly 


jambly by a Rotation ; that is to ſay, that the Num- 
er of Miniſters who are to be ſent to the Aſſembly, 
{hall confiſt partly of thoſe who are of the longeſt 
ſtanding and greateſt Experience, and purtly of the 

ounger Brethren; by which Courſe the Aged and 
Wiſs will conduct publick Affairs, and the Younger 

{11 learn from them. A Presbytery that ſends two 
Minites, as the Presbytery of Dunbar, Mall return 
him that is firſt in the Roll for one, and him that 
is laſt In it for the otherz and in like Manner, a 
| * that ſends Four, as the Presb wy of 
Perth, and a Presbytery that ſends Six, as 1 refs 
bytery of Hdinburgh, till they ſhall meet in the 

enter 4 and fo continue in going the Round for all 
future Afſembliea: And then, as to theſe Preaby- 


terles that fend an odd Number of Mlnifters, as the 


Preabytery of Haddington, which returns Three, and 
the N 7, Which ſends Five: In the 
firſt Miſſion that ſhall be made, according to the pro. 

poſed © Rotation, Two of the Three, and Three of 
the Five, who ure firſt in the Roll, ſhall be return'd 
as Members; and then, for the next Aſſembly, Two 
of the Three, and Three of the Five, who are laſt 
inthe Roll, ſhall be returned to that Aſſembly. But 


| am hopeful, nay confident, that the younger Bre- 


thren will not take it in ill Part, but will cheerfully 
agree, that in theſe Presbyteries, who are in Uſe to 


ſend Three or Five, Two of the Three, and Three 


of the Five, ſhall always be of the ſenzor Brethren, 


Thus Diviſion, Faction, Party, and Miſunderſtand- 


ing, which exceedingly threaten the Intereſt' of the 
Church, will be happily ſuppreſt, Presbyterian Parity 


and Equality of Power _— Miniſters will be pre- 


ſerved, a Sort of Epiſcopal 


ower in any of them 
prevented; none of the 


iniſters will be overlook'd 


or {lighted, none of them will 'on that Account be 
offended or diſobliged, but every Miniſter will have 
his Due, and in his Courſe be returned a Member to 

the Aſſembly, and in his Turn be a Member of thy 


Com- 


1 


their proportional Share in t 


SR Me 
Commiſſion. Thus, be the propoſed Rotation, there 


wil be always in all our Afemblies, ſuch a Number 
of able und — qualified Miniſters, as by the di- 


vine Conduct and Bleſſing, will be ſufficient for put- 
ting Order to all Affairs 'of Difficulty and Moment 0 
that ſhall be brought before them. The propoſed Ro- 


tation, if it ſhall take Effect, will indeed make an 
Alteration of à Cuſtom and conſtant Practiee in this 


and ſome other Presbyterles, in chufing their Mode- 
rator to be a Commiſflener to the Aſſembly yz a Change 
which ſeems to be reaſonable, Whether this Rotation 
ſhall take Effect or not, eſpecially in theſe Presby⸗ 
teries, where the Offlee of Moderator goes not in 4 


| Bueceſfion of Miniſters, _— to their Senlerlty 
and 4 in the Miniſtry; 
0 


which Means, as 


It falls out ſome are Moderator oftner than ethers, ſa 


they are oftney Members of the Aſſembly. Thie, I 


ſay, ought rather to be altered; becauſe we muſt be 
ſenſible, that the Moderator ot the Presbytery, for 


the Half Year immediately preceeding the Aﬀſembly, 


comes out to be the Perſon, whom a previous ſecret 


Concert has determined ſhall be Moderator, and ſuch 


ſecret Concerts ſhauld by all Means be diſcouraged, 
Secondly, As to Ruling Blders it is overtur'd, 


That Presbyteries ſhall return them as their Com- 


miſſioners to the Aſſembly by a Rotation likewiſe, 


that is to ſay, That Presbyteries ſhall ſend ſuch a 


Number of Elders, as they by the Conſtitution have 


a Right to ſend, beginning at an equal Number of 


Pariſhes, according to the alphabetical Order of the 


Pariſhes, and ſo on till they go the Round of all the 
Pariſhes within the Bounds. I 


this were obſerved, the 
ſeveral Pariſhes would be _— repreſented, have 

e Adminiſtration, and 
their reſpective Intereſts will be attended to. Noble- 
men and Gentlemen Elders, who never have been; 
or ſeldom, Members of the Aſſembly, by the con- 
ſtant or long — Election of ſome others 


will not be kept out, flighted or diſobliged : And : 
| 0 


certain Number of Elders, wha are . 8. 
fell (as if this were their Due, or as if they merindd 

t more than others) who have engroſſed to themſelves 
a maſterly Sway in the Aſſembly, nay « Monopoly 


* 


of the Government of eccleſtaſtical Aﬀairs (which 


cannot fail to be of dangerous Conſequence to this 
Church) will be reſtrain'd, | 


In fine, Becauſe ſome of thoſe Elders, who are con- 
Nant or long continued Members of the Aſſembly, 
are returned by Royal Burtzhe; it is overtur'd, That 


a Regulation be made as to them, namely, that they 
ſhall not chuſe any one Ruling Elder to be their 
Commiſſioner above two Years Without Interruption, 
nor any that was a Commillioner from a Presbytery to 


the immediately preceeding Aſſembly, leaſt that 


thoſe Elders graſp at too great a Power in Church 
Affairs, and have a ſuperior Influence in Aſſemblies 


and their Commiſſions to that of Miniſters. Wherg- 
fore it may be provided, that Kirk. ſeſſions and Presby + 


teries ſhall be diſcharged to atteſt any Commiſſions 
from Burghs that are contrary to this Regulation. 
The General Afembly held at Edinburgh, July 
1568, ſeemed then to have had the foreſaid Conſide- 


rations in their View, when they made the following 


Regulation concerning the Conſtitution of this ſu- 


preme Judicatory ; then they concluded, that to pre- 


vent a Monopoly and perpetual Election of a few 
certain Miniſters and Commillioners, they be changed 
from Aſſembly to Aſſembly z ſo it runs in the old 


Repiſter, and in Mr. Calderwood's Church r | 
n 


P. 45, and Mr Milliam Scot Miniſter at Corper 


his Hiſtorical Narration P. 9. N of this Act, 
1 


ſays, “ It was agreed to, that the Power of the Al- 
4% ſemblies may not ſeem to reſt upon them.“ 

It may be thought, that I have taken tuo much u- 
on me, in omg to make the above Overture; 
but the honeſt and ſincere + oncern | have for the In- 
tereſt, Peace and Honour of this Church. have moved 
me to draw it, with a few ot the many Altun 
, | 0 that 


by, 

38 

I Y %7 

4 4 
1 
| 
4 


| 
I 


treat this 


ther [Improvements and Amendme 
ture, as that they may ſend their own to the next 


1 


4 1 I 3 
that have occurred ta me for lnfarelng it, and will be 
an Apology for my Preſumption. And l earneſtly en 
resbyter may o far regard this Propoful, 
as to take it under their [erious Conſideration, and re- 
gulate their own Conduct by it, in ſending their Com» 
miſſioners to the Aſſemhly, if it all be found, aftex 
mature Deliberation, to he calculated fer the pro- 


- 


jected Deſign thereof, vis, the having a right Con- 


ſtitution of our national Aſſemblies, and reforming 


thoſe Evils and Abuſes, we muſt all be ſenſible, do 
prevail very much by a formal annual Election. And 


it is hoped that this Presbytery will make ſuch fur- 

{ments upon this Over, 
Aſſembly, that they may tranſmit it to the ſeveral 
Preshyteries for their Opinion thereof, in order tg 
the turning of the ſame into an AQ. that ſhall bs 


obſerved in all Time coming as a Directory. 


An ILLUSTRATION of the 
OvniRrTVRE, and the Arguments therein 
briefly hinted at more clcarly and fully 


 Fepreſented, and ſome nee additional Ar- 


guments for enforcing it. 


THERE is ſo much advanced already in the O- 
verture itſelf, as is ſufficient for —_— it, 
0 


and for recommending the ſame to any diſintereſte 
or unbyafled Perſon, who has not got himſelf eſta» 


bliſhed in the Poſleflion of Power, as the Head of 4 


Party and Faction in the Church, or wh has not a 


| Deſign te make himſelf confiderable by a akilful and 


dexterous Management, and to raiſe himſelf by In- 
triguing and influencing thoſe that are humble and 
honeſt, that he may be — or frequently a 
Member of the General Aſſembly, not being con- 
tented to be ona Level with his Brethren, according 


to that Parity and Equality of the Officers of the 


Ghurch, Which is a Fundamental of the Presbyterlan 


Government and Conſtitution, the Advantages ok 


Which he peaecably enjoys, 

Nut beeauſe the Propoſer of the Overture had fald 
In the Overture, That the Arguments he had made 
Ule of, were but a few of the many that had oceur- 
red to him; and becaule Hints were only given of 
them, he is now to latisty every Body, that what he 


had alledged waz no Impeſitlen upon any, or vain 
and empty boaſting in him; he is now to bring forth 


| Into the Field ſome new additional Arguments to in— 
force it, and to ſer forth thoſe in a clearer and fuller 
Light, which he had only hinted at: And becauſe 
the Intention of the Orertute being not only to _ 
; 5 | | the 


11 : | 
the Inconveniencies and Evils, which either attend 
or ariſe from à formal Election to be ſo many and 
great, as render it not only highly expedient, but ex- 
tre mely neceflary to lay it afide ; but likewiſe to 
ſubſtitute ſomething in its Place, vis, the returning 
of Commiſſioners and Deputies to the Aſſembly by 
a Rotation, which will cure the Evils of a formal 
Election, ſuch as Pride and Ambition, Faction and 
Party, Jealouſy and Miſunderſtanding, Diviſions and 
Diſabligations, Monopoly of the Government, and a 
paramount Power in any, and ſuch like Evils at are 
the Bane of Society, and which make the Church 
to be a Kingdom divided againſt itſelf. And on the 
other Hand, it will bring along with it a Train of 
great Advantages and Bleſlings, ſuch as, Meekneſs 
and Humility, Harmony gnd Unity, Brotherly Love 
and Charity, Peace and Friendſhip, good Order, and 
Preabyterian Parity, Freedom in the Members of the 
Aﬀembly, and & right Conſtitution of that ſupreme 
eccleſiaſtical Court; ſo that our Church may be as a 
AN Field, which the Lord hath bleed. This 
being the Intentiqn of the Overture, I ſhall wit 
in mine Eye all along in this Performance: all 
therefore firſt endeavour, to make it appear to the 

Conviction of my Readers, that a formal Election 
of Members to our Aſſemblies, is attended with. 
ſuch lneonveniencies, and produtive of ſuch Evils 
as eannot but be hurtful te the Church, ach), 1 alt 
ſhew, that the returning of Cemmiffleners to that fu- 
pfreme eeeleſtaſtieal —— Dy a Rotation, is 
upon many Accounts a more eligible Method, 

The firſt of theſe, I ſhall make appear by the fol- 
lowing Arguments, F#r/t, The reformed Churches 
of Frauce were ſo much convine'd of the ſiniſtrous 
methods taken by ſome, to be returned Deputies ta 
their national Synads, that they found it neceſſary to 
conceive, and frame a molt ſolemn and ſtrict Oath, 
that ſhould be adminiſtred to all the Deputies, be- 
fore they could fit and act their Aſſemblies, b 

. 5 ad 2 : which 


* 


| „ 
which they were purged of all ſecret Management, 
glandeſtine Concert, and all Influence uſed for pro. 
cuting the Election for themſelves or others, bein 
zerſwaded of the great Danger of Faction and Parry 
and of the packing of their national Synods. In their 
General Aſſembly held at Privas,' Anno 1612, 
Chap. 2. Set. 1. it was unanimouſly reſolved: b 


the whole Aﬀembly, © That the Paſtors of the Place, 


* in which the Synod ſhall be aſſembled, ſhall admi- 


© nifter the Oath to the reſpective Deputies, who ſhall 


« ſwear by the eternal G00, that they have not them- 


s ſelves, in their 'own Perſons, nor do they know that 


any other for them, or that any of their Collegues 


* have craftily, or by any undue Means, and under- 
hand Dealing, procured his or their Deputations.“ 


* Synod, Vol. I. P. 348, And this was renew- 
ed and confirmed by their national Synod held at 


Alex, Anno 1620. Chap. 2. Set. 1. There we are 
told, That every one of the Deputies in that Aſ— 


ſembly took the Oath, according to the Decfee made 


in the Synod of Viva, that they had not brigued, 


2. e. had not procured to themſelves, this Deputation 
to this Place, neither directly nor indirectly, either for 
themſelves, nor for any others. And this ſhall be ob- 


ſerved, in like Manner, for the ſuture, in all national 


Synods. Duick's Synod, Vol. 2 P. 3. Now had any 
ſuch Method been taken for ſecuring our national Aſ- 


ſemblies, againſt all undue Practices in any, either 


ta have themſelves or others returned Members to 
the Aſſemblies, when there are not only the ſtrongeſt 
Preſumptions of undue Arts uſed in the Buſineſs of 


Elections; but likewiſe, when certain Proofs and Do- 
cuments of ſuch Management can be given, the leſs 
could be ſaid againſt formal Elections. But 'tis very - 
ſurpriſing, that when we muſt all be ſenſible of the 
Artiſices uſed by ſome on all Sides, to get themſelves 


to be returned Delegates to the Aſſembly; and when 
there is no Check put to ſuch Management, any 


mould be found to plead {yr the Election of Ment 


bers: 


- Za 5 HO 
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w 3 


| bers: Does not this betray « ſwelling Opinion in 


theſe Perſons, of their own Abilities for Government, 
and a ſtrong Inclination in them, vii & modi, to be 
Managers of publick Affairs? as if they could not be 
ordered at all, or ſo well without them. 3 

' 2dly, The Liberty and Freedom of a General Al- 
ſembly 'muſt be own'd to be a great Bleſſing to a na- 
tional Church, as the Freedom of a Parliament is to 
a Kingdom: But when King James VI. formed a 


Deſign of modelling the Church of Scorland, ac- 


cording to the Conſtitution of the Church of Eug- 
land, and executed it in a great Meaſure, we were 
deprived\of lawful and free Aſſembl ies for the Space 


of twenty fix Years: During this Period we had ſix 
Aſſemblies; but all of them were condemned by the 


Aſſembly held at Glaſgow, Anno 1638, . i th, 
as unfree and unlawful, and declared never to have 
had, mor hereafter to have any eccleſiaſtical Autho- 
rity, and their Concluſions to have been, and to be 
of no Force, Vigor nor Efficacy; and in particular, 
the firſt Reaſon given for condemning the Aﬀſtmbly 
at Glaſgow, Anno 1610, was, Becauſe the Election 
of the Members was not free. The Evidence brought 


for this, was, That they were nominated by the 


King's Letters to the Presbyteries. And now, if; this 


is a good Proof, that the Elect ion was not free, be- 


cauſe: Presbyterics elected ſuch as the King had no- 
minated to be choſen (as ſurely. it is) then 4 Pars, 
the Electors in Presbyteries are not free, if they are 
ſolicited, over-awed or threatned by this or the other 
Heritor, if they ſhall refuſe: to vote for the Perſon or 


| | Perſons they name to them; or. by this or the other 


Elder, that they will deſert the Seilion, and their 
Winiftryz or by this or the other Miniſter, that they 


will make them uneaſy in their Pariſhes, Nov it is 


all ons who threatens, if the EleSors are overawed; it 
is alla Matter who packs an Aſſembly, if it ispack'd : 


The Freedom and Liberty of it no more remains, 
And in this Caſe, a Church is not a whit the better, 


by 


* 


by having a national * than the Kingdom of 


rance is, which has the Form of a Parliament, but 
not the Freedom of it, In the Year 1638, when this 


Church had the — and ExpeCation of a free 
Aſſembly, which did actually meet in the Month of 
November, Care was taken, that the EleQors ſhould 


Votes, becauſe this Church had ſmarted ſeverely by 


fix former Aſſemblies. I find in the old Regiſter of 
the Presbytery of Peebles, in the firſt of October, Lear 


foreſaid, being the Day of their Meeting for the E- 
lection of their Commiſſioners to the Aſſembly, that 
the Moderator took every Miniſter and his Elder 
ſolemnly ſworn, that without Partiality, they ſhould 
vote according to their Conſciences, who ſhuuld be 


not regard any Manner of Influence in giving their 


their Commiſſioners; and I believe, this was obſerved | 
in all the Presbyteries thro' the Nation, If the like 


Precaution were uſed now, when we all know what 
Partiality prevails every where in electing Members, 
the leſs Exception had been made againſt the eleQing 
of them to the Aſſembly; but when nothing is done 
for reſtraining this, but it abounds more and more, 
whatever Freedom ſom: may have, who cannot be 


moved by the foreſaid Solicitations or Threats; yet 


it is undeniable, that many have not their Freedom 
in making a Choice; and therefore, let People talk 


of the Freedom of Election what they pleaſe, and a- 


muſe the World and fimple Part of Mankind, with 
ſuch a popular and charming Phraſe, yet the Thing 
meant by it, is not enjoyed. And further, if the E- 
lectors are influenced and biaſſed to vote for Members 
contrary to their Light and Inclination, and do vote 


partially, out of Fear or Favour ; Is it to be expec- 
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ted, that the Commiſſioners elected by them will be Y 


impartial Judges? Muſt not ſuch Perſons be an eaſy 

Prey to thoſe that have a Mind to pervert them? Or 

can it be thought, that they will be Proof againſt the 

Power of Influence, Solicitation, Cajolling, Threat- 

ning, and the like? Muſt we not think, that . — 
5 | | | E1Ccte 
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boo me the Man, and I will ſhow you the 
Electors, if they have a Mi 


| | E mY 
elected by ſuch undue Means, have ſome other Turn 
to ſerve, than the Intereſt of the Church? By our 
Law, if a Witneſs is threatned, or dealt with any 
Manner of Way to depene one Way or another, in 


any dependent Cauſe Before « civil Judge, his Teſti-. 
mony will not be much regarded: Much leſs is one 


fit to ſit, and act as a Judge, if his Freedom of judg- 
ing is impaired or reſtrained by Promiſes or Threats, 


| good or evil Needs, It ſeems that our Church in the 


covenanting Times, had Apprehenſions of Dangers 
this Way, and uſed Precaution againſt it: For I find 
from the old Regiſter of the Presbytery of Hadding- 
ton, December 18. Anno 1644, the Day appointed for 
eleing their Commiſſioners to the General Aſſembly, 
that when Mr. David Calderwood, Mr. Andrew Blacks 
hall, and Mr. Robert Ker were elected, the · ſaid 
Commiſſioners accepted their Charge with lifted up 
Hands, giving their Oath de ffdeli admiuiſtratione. 
If ſuch an Oath was ever expedient or neceſſary, it is 
ſo now; when it is certain, that the ſame Perſons, in 


Cauſes exactly parallel, have given their decifive 


Voice different Ways, which confirms the old Saying, 

aw. 
34ly, By a formal Election, it is in the Power of the 
, to return the ſame 
Members conſtantly to the General Aſſembly; and 


this Power has for ſeveral Years been thus exerciſed 


in ſeveral Presbyteries; and whe knows when they 
will alter this Method, if no Check ſhall be put unto 
it? The Aſſembly July, Anno 1568, foreſecing the 
dangerous Conſequences of ſuch Managements, made 
an A8. ordaining, That to Prevent a Monopoly, and 
perpetual Election of a few certain Miniſters and 
Commiſfoners, they be changed from Aſſembly to 


Aſſembly, And (as is related in the Overture) Mr. 


William Scot Miniſter of Conpar acquaints us, That 
this Act was agreed to, that the Power of the Aſſem- 
blies may not ſeem to reſt upon them. I mention 
this Authority, becauſe he had the Charakter of un- 

Ol | derſtanding 


16 


lerſtanding the aus and Cuſtoms of the Nation al 


bove many Men: He was one of thoſe Eight ſteady 
and worthy Miniſters that King James called up to 


' London, when he had impriſoned other Fifteen emi- 
nent Paſtors here in Scotland, that neither the one nor 


the other might oppoſe or defeat his Deſign, of intro- 
ducing Epiſcopacy by the | yp runs Aſſembly at 
Glaſgow, Anno 1610. [t will be owned, that if any 
of the Clergy; ſhould be either conſtantly, or very 
frequently Members of the Aſſembly, this may have 


very fatal Effects: Is not this to eſtabliſh ſo many 


Biſhops over their Brethren? A monſtrous Kind of 
. Epiſcopacyz an Epiſcopacy, when it is given out, as 
a Principle, that there muſt be a Parity among the 


Miniſters of the Church. But is it not equally dan- 


gerous to the Church, to have a certain Number of 


Elders conſtantly, or for a Run of Years returned 


Commiſſioners to the Aſſembly? ls not this to put 
a paramount Power in their Hands, a Power above 
what no equal Number of: Miniſters: have ever had 
in this Church? Is not this to make ſo many inferior 
Officers of the Church, to be Biſhops over the ſuperior 


Officers of it? Ie not this contrary to that neceſſary 
aht to be in to Miniſters, ac- 


Subordination, — % 
cording to tho PreebyRrian Conſtitution? I chuſe to 
_ Expreſs this, in the Words of Mr. Robert Baillie, 
Principal in the College of G/a/gorw, in his Hiſtorical 


Vindication if the Government of the. Church of - 


Scotland, P. 22, Rniling Elders (ſays he) are but 
Aſſiſtants in Diſcipline, the principal Charge lyes 
| = the Labourer in the Nord aud Doflrine, Me 

0 not allow ro an Aſſiſtant the Place of the Principal. 
The Compoſers of the firſt Book of Diſcipline, who 


had the Honour of being the chief Inftruments in 


bringing about our Reformation from the Church of 
Rome, had their own * of Danger and 
Hurt to the Church in its Infancy, by continuing, for 


any long Time, the ſame Elders, as Members of the 


thera 


Kirk-ſeflion ; For Chap. 8. Sect. 10. they aſſert, 7 hat 


7 
N * 
» 


„ 
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there ought to. be. a free and yearly Election of El- 
ders and Deacons, becanſe this ſhall ſuffer none to 


 uſurp a perpetual Dominion over the Kirk : They 


were ſo much afraid of this, that they aſſerted again 
the Neceſſity of ſuch a Change, , Chap. 10. Sect. 3, 
T he Election 25 Elders ought to be made every Tear, 
leaſt, of long Contznuance of ſuch Officers, Men pre- 


ſume on the Liberty of the Kirk, But how could 


this annual Election be « Security againſt this Evil, 
unleſs a Change was made of the Perſons ? In theſe 


5 Paſſages of the firſt Book of Diſcipline, I ſuppoſe, 


the congregationa | 
That if the ſame Elders were conſtantly Members o 


nat greater Reaſon to be afraid, that 


— _ ” 
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that by the Kirk, is meant the parochial Kirk, or 
| Seffion : 80 that their Fears were; 


the Seſſion, they might in Time come, to encroach 
upon the Liberties of the Kirk, and — too great 
a Dominiqn and Power to themſelves; but is there 
Ne Kirk in its 
larger Extent and Signification, may be in Danger, 
by the conſtant or long continuing Memberſhip of the 
ſame Ruling Elders in the, General A Do 
we not find ſome of them uſurping a maſterly Sway, 
both in our Aſſemblies and Commillions 7 | 
athly, According to the preſent Conſtitution of the 
General Aſſembly, the Royal, Burghe, which ara 
in Number ſixty fix, have the Right and Privilege, 
if they pleaſe to exerciſe it, to be repreſented each 
f them in the Aſſembly by one Ryling Elder, — 
the City of Edinburgh by two; ſo that the Numbe 
of Depyties from the Burghs will, be ſixty ſeven ex- 
attly, according to the Number of n 
they had in the Parliament before the Union of the 
two Kingdoms z now the Deputies from Burghs arp 
elected by the Mapiſtrates and 'Town- Council, and 
Miniſters have no Vote in their Election: All that 
is reſerved. to Miniſters in this Matter, is to concur 
with the Elders in Seſſions and Presbyteries, in at- 
teſting that the Perſons choſen are qualified accordipg 
to the Acts of the r to be Members of 5 ; 
| ö 1 


1 4 | 
by this Means there is a great Ballanee on the Side 
of Elders, that ſueh a Number as fixty ſeven may be 
ſent as Delegates to the A in which . 
leftion no Miniſter of this Church has 4 Vote: 
Whereas there is not a Miniſter elected by a Presby- 
try, but he is choſen by the Elders in Conjunctlon 
with the 11. that if the Elders in the 

Meeting of the Pres 
puties 4% the Affembly, hall take to 4 Bide, they 


eing ſupernumerary ix moſt Precbyteries ts Mini 


{ters by one, {for the Moderator being a Minifter has 
ne Vote) it is In theſe Power ke carry the Rleftion 
againſt the Votes of Miniſters as they pleaſe, and to 
ive us Aſſemblies and Commiſſians 8s they have a 


Mind, This is a Defe&t in our preſent Situation, 


againſt which no Provifiun is made: It is too well 
known, that two or three Miniſters in ſome Preaby- 
teries, by a skilful Management of Country Elders, 
give them Moderators, chuſe their Repreſentatives 
or them, and determine all publick Affairs, over 
the Belly of the moſt wiſe and experienced Mi- 
niſters. 85 | 5 | 

5 , There is a manifeſt Difference in the Me- 
thodd of electing of Commiſſioners to the Aſſembly, 
according to the preſent Management of it: Where- 


as it ſhould be one and the ſame, ſince all the Mcm- 


bers of the Aſſombly are really Repreſentatives of 
diſtinct Societies; and they therefore ſhould be e- 
lected by thoſe whom they are to repreſent. The 
Royal Burghs have their Repreſentatives, and they 
arc elected by the Magiſtrates and Members of tho 
Town-Council : Univerſities have their Repreſentu- 


tives, and are elected by the conſtituent Members of 


the Faculty; and why then ſhould not the Elders, 
now choſen by Presbyteries, who are really the Re- 
preſentatives of the Shires (as will afterwards clearly _ 
appear) be elected by the Gentlemen or Barons of 
the Shire, as was anciently done, for they were re- 
preſented in the Aſlembly by their Cammillioners, 
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a well as the Royal Burgha by thelrs? And wh 
ſhould not Miniſters, who are directed to the Af. 
ſembly, to be the Repreſentatives of the Miniſters in { 
the ſeveral Preabyteries, be elected by the Miniſters 
themſelves, who ate to be repreſented by them? The 
Houſe of Commons conſiſts of Repreſentatives, who 
ate choſen by the Coutities and Burghe whom the 
re preſent. Thie holds as to bur Afbmblies, wit 
reſpett to Burghs and Univerſities, and why ſhould 
It wet obtain likewiſe as te Barons of a Shire, and 
the Minitters of & Presbytery? Why fhould the 
Riders have any Valee in the elefting of Miniſters, 
fines the Miniſters de not repreſent them ? And why 
thauld Minifters have & Vote in the elefting of 
Riders, fince the Elders are not thelr Repreſgn: 
tatives | | | 
6thbly, The Overture ſhows in particular, that for 
' . good Reaſons, the Cuſtom in ſeveral Preabyterics of 
electing their Moderators to be Commiſſioners to the 
Aſſembly, eught to be altered and reformed, But I 
have ſomething more to offer on this Head. The 
Aſſembly April 1582, whereof Mr. Andrew Melutt 
was Moderator, ave the following Direction. lt is 
not thought expedient, ſay they, that the Presbytery 
be aſtricted to direct their Moderator to the Aflem- 
bly, but that they have Liberty to chuſe ſuch as they 
ſhall think meeteſt (and certainly this ſhould be the 
Rule, if the Method by Election ſhall be ſtill ad- 
} , hered to) for the Comfort of the Kirk, It was that 
corrupt and unlawful Aſſembly, held at Zoniithgore, 
' Anno 1606, that declared the Moderators of Presby- 
teries to be neceſſary Members of General Aſſem- 
bdlies z this was one of the Steps that were taken for 
the Introduction of Epiſcopacy into this Church z but 
this Aſſembly was condemned by that of Glaſgow, 
Anno 1638, After the Aſſembly of Zinlithgoro 
had made the foreſaid Step, the unlawful Aſſembly 
held at Glaſzow, Anno 1610, proceeded to make o- 
thers for the ſame End. Ste Church Hiſto- 
| e 73˙² 


\F 1 

N N 
X z 

4 

1 

= Fl 

1 

x 


2 & 


. 
AT 


A _ 2-1 ha 8 


60 ) 
v. 4d Halit. P. 512, 514, ſets down no Teſs than 
975 o, Er! that Aſſembly eame to Aro way 


E 

( 

he ſecond was, 7 hat Syrods ſhould be keept in every 

joceſe twice in the Year, vis. in April aud Octo. 

ber, and be moderated by the Arehbiſhop, or Biſhop 

of the Diverſe, or where the Divee/, ef Are ſo large, \ 

af all the AMiniflers cannot conveniently a/emble at ( 

ene Place, that there be one or move had; and in. f 
the Biſhop's Abſenge, rhe Place of Moderation ſup- 

lied, by the moſt worthy Miniſter having Charge c 

#1 the Bounas, ſuch as the Archbiſhop or Biſhop 0 

all appoint, Vhe eight was, That the Convention 1 

of Miniſters for Exerciſe be moderated by the Bi. = 

hop being preſent ; ang in his Abſence, by any Mi- k 

n 

h 

d 

e 

a 

1 

n 

t 


niſter that he ſhall nominatc in his Synod. And — 
— ug ſo firmly reſolved, that Synods and Preſ- 
vteries ſhould have conſtant Moderators, that he 
got the above Concluſions of that Aſſembly. ratified 
in Parliament Anno 1612, AR iſt, and that Parlia- 
ment ordained them to be obeyed and obſerved as 
inviolable Laws for all Time coming; nay, he was 
ſo bent oy ably, that when the Synods were to 


aſſemble, he ſent bis Commiſſarius politicus to each v 
Synod to overſee their Management, and to overaw tl 
them into his Deſigns and Meaſures. (I pray God, 

that we may never be ſo tryſted) And for verifyirg e 


this, 1 ſhall ſet down the following moſt memorable ai 
Faſſage. Mr. iam Row Miniſter dt Stramiglo, n 
Son of Mr. 570% Row one of our eminent Reformers, b. 
and firſt Proteſtant Miniſter at Pert, having been fr 
n of the ſynodal Aſſembly; and being, ae- tec 
cording to the Cuſtom, to open, by a Sermon, the 
following Synod, in which ing James was to urge 
the bringing in of conſtant Moderators of Preabyteries, 
ſent my Lord Scoon, Captain' of his Guards, as his in 
Majeſty's High Commiſſioner, and ſeveral Lords and pl 
Courtiers with him, The ſaid Lord Scoon ſent Word | tbh 
to Mr. 77 „ That if in his Presching he onre el 
„„ made Mention of a cogſtant Modetator, he ſhhuld cx 
1 : „make 


8 : 21 | 
„% make Ten or Twelve of the Guard difcharge thelr 
« Culverines at him, the moſt Part whereof (half 
« light on his Noſe.” And as ſoon as the 'Text was 
| ng ©. roſe and flood In a menacing Poſture, having 


the King's Guard by him. Mr. Row knowing what 


Vlees his Lordſhip was moſt addifted:-toy for eſpecially 


(es my Author expreſies it) he was u fearful Belly- 
| 75 he began hls Preaching with reproving of thoſe 


ices, ſo as his Lordſhip perceiving all the People 


of the Church looking to him, as guilty, ſat down 


and covered his Face with his Hand, 
| Row bega the Diſpute, to prove that there ſhould 
not be cohſtant Moderators in the Church; and 

knowing that his Lordſhip underſtood neither Greek 


hen Mr. 


nor Latin, inſtead of the Word conflant Moderator, 


| he uſed' the Words aggro; at vitam, i. e. Prefi- 


dent or Moderator for Life. When Sermon was end- 


_ Ed, the ogy 4 Commiſſioner ſaid to ſome Noblemen 
. about him, 


owbeit the Miniſter fell out on my 


Faults; you ſee | charm'd him, that he durſt not 


name conſtant Moderator : But I wonder what Man 


that hath been, againſt whom he ſpoke ſo much, 


whom he called preſtos ad vitam; they told him, 
that was in Greek and Latin conſtant Moderator. 

2#hly, That the Method of returning Commiſſions 
ers to the General Aſſembly by Election, is ſubject 
and liable to a great many Evils, which cannot but 
kinder the Freedom of the Members, and the Li- 
berty of an Aſſembly, may be illuſtrated, from what 


frequently falls out in the chuſing of Repreſentatives 
to ſerve in the lower Houſe of Parliament, The Le- 


— know very well, that the greateſt Abuſes 
ave been committed, the moſt corrupt Methods 
taken, and the moſt ynjuſtifiable Practiees followed 


in ſeveral Counties and Burghs, in the eleQing of Re- 


preſentatives : They perfettly underſtood how much 
the HElectors are influenced and pre engaged by Soll- 

citations, 'Threats, Promiſes, and other Ways, to vate 
contrary to their Inelinatlon and Light z ne © 
e b | ore 
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450 have uſed the greateſt Precaution, and made the 


wiſeſt Proviſions for ſecuring the Freedom of Elec- 
tions. Many excellent Laws have been made for pre- 
venting theſe illegal Artifices. There are Laws | rank 


hibiting the Peers to intermeddle with the Election 


of the Commons, becauſe their Greatneſs and Power 


may have a determining Influence and Sway; not on- 
ly h their. verbal Orders, but by conveying theſe to 
as much Purpoſe by a truſty and third Hand. There 
are alſo Acts of Parliament, diſcharging Commiſ- 
Goners and Collectors of the Cuſtoms and Exciſe, to 
concern themſelves in the Election of any Member 
of Parliament, under the Penalty of L. 100, the For- 
feiture of their Employments, and their Incapacity to 
ſerve the Crown in any Office for the future. There 


are good Laws againſt Corruption and Bribery in E 


lections, particularly the Act of Parliament, Auno 
x128, obliging the Electors to take the following 


any Two of the Electors) I do ſwear, I have not re» 
ned, on had by myſelf, or any Perſon whatſoever, 
in Truſt for me, or for my In and Benefit, directly 
of — 
Place 6) Employment, Gift of Reward, in order to 
give my Vote at this Hleftion: And th 


mall take Money er Reward for their Votes, namely, 

that if any Ferfon who bath, or elaims to haue any 
Right to wore in auy Hileftion, ſhall take any Re 
ward by Money, %, Loan, or other Denicez Or 
ages or contralt for auy Money, Gift, Office, Ems 
ployment, or other Neward whatſbever, 10 give bis 


Vote in any Election: Or if any Perſon by bimſolf, 
or any Perſon employed by him, goth, or ſhall by any 


Gift or Reward, or by any Promiſe, Agreement, or 
Security for any Gift or Reward, corrupt any Per- 
on to wore, ſuch Perſon ſhall forfeit Five hundred 


Pound, 10 be recovered by any Perſon who [ball ſue \ 
for the ſame, and be for ever diſabled to vote in any | 
= 7 5 Elections 


Oath (if demanded by either of the Candidates, or 


any Sum or Sums of Money, Office, 


is Ad eos 
tains a Clauſe, laying a very vigh Penalty en all, who 
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Election of Members to ſeruc in Parliaments and 
De for ever diſabled to hold, exerciſe, or enjoy any 
* Office or Franchiſe, &c. in the Corporation, as 4 

+ ſuch Perſon were naturally dead. But yet all theſe 
\ ſtrong Reſtraints of ſacred Oaths and ſevere Penalties, 


have not been able to prevent Corruptions in Elec- 


tions. There are many Inſtances of ſuch; as have 


10 
* 


ated in Defiance of them all; witneſs the diſputed 
Votes, the controverted Elections, double Returns, 
falſe Returns, the many Complaints of petitioning 


Candidates, and the Expulfion of ſome out of the 


' Houſe of Commonk with Diſgrace: And now, if ſo- 


lemn Oaths, and extraordinary Sanctions, have not 
pry ſuch a ſufficient Fence againſt theſe Evils, but 
ome have found out Ways to elude them, this muſt 
convince us, that the electing of Members to the Ge- 


'neral. Aſſembly muſt be ſubje@ to many Bvils, that 
may affect the Freedom of the Electors, and of the 


; Aſſembly z eſpecially, ſince no Provifion is made for 


ſecuring againſt them : Such as the Oath taken in the 
national Synods of France, of that Oath which the 
Electors took before they elected the Commiſſioners 


to the Aſſembly, Avro 1638. Tis not pretended, 


that our Electors are corrupted by Sums of Money, 


_ Employments of Prefermentsz yet, fines there are 


many other Ways of eorrupting Perſons, and undue 


for preventing tho 


| Methods, fome of which are mentioned in the Overs 
ture it ſeems to be extremely neeeffary, that if the 


* Method of — Commilfianers te the Aſſembly, 
by an annual Bleeti 


on, ſhall be eantinued, great Pre- 
caution ſhould be uſo and wiſe Regulations mada 
0 Evil for the future, ſo far as 


human Wiſdom can contrive or deviſe. If it ſhall be 


alledged, That notwithſtanding of the Evils incident 
to the Election of Members of Parliament, and that 


all the Precautions and Proviſions made, for ſecuring 
\. againſt them, are not ſucceſsful, the Parliament has 
never thought of laying aſide the Way of Election, 
nor fallen upon the Scheme of a Rotation. I anſwer, 


: That 


| 24 ) zz 
That however difficult it may be to gdjuſt the return: 
ing of Members to ſerve in Parliament by a Rotation; 
yet, if it were practicable to bring it about, ever 
one muſt own, that it is a Method more calculate 
for preſerving the Freedom of Parliament, than the 
other: But the Difficulty does not ſeam to be fo great 
with reſpe& to our General Affembly, there being _ 
a very conſiderable Difference between the Gonftitu- 
tlen of the lower Heufe of Parliament, and our na- 
tlonal Affembly, which makes the Rorarion more 
neceſſary, in lending Repreſentatives to the Aﬀem- 
bly, than to the Parliament: Fer tho! they both 4- 
gree in this, that they are made up of the Repreſen- 
tatives of ſeveral Bodies and diſtin Societies, th 
Houle of Commons conſiſting of the Repreſentatives 
of the ſeveral Counties and .Burghs in the. united _ 
Kingdom, and the General Aſſembly is conſtitured ... 
of Repreſentatives from the. ſeveral Shires and Burghs 
in North Britain, with the Repreſentatives of the 
Miniſters of the Church; yet in this they differ 
greatly, that our General Aſſembly conſiſts entirely 
ol Church Officers, whereas the Houſe of Commons 
is not made up of Civil Officers; I ſay, the Aſſembly 
conſiſts entirely of Church Officers: It is a Meeting 
of them, to redreſs what is fone amiſs by Synods or 
Presbyteries, and to treat of Matters concerning the + 
general Intereſt of the Church within the Realm, 
and to eſtabliſh good Ads for promoting the ſame- 
It confiſts of a certain Number of Miniſters; and all P 
the Miniſters of this Church, by that Parity, which 
is an Eſſential of the Presbyterian Government, have 
an Equality of Power in Presbyteries. and Synods, 
they are neceſſary and conſtant. Members in both; . 
and by the ſame Parity, all of them have a Right to 
an Equality of Power in the General Aſſembly ; and 
becauſe they cannot all attend that Meeting, and leave 
their Churches without the Miniſtry of the Word, 
and the Adminiſtration of Ordinances, for ſo long a ;. 
Time, as an Aſſembly requires, for putting Order n 
22 | o 
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the Affairs of the Church every Year ; therefor: 
1 you Repreſentatives muſt be directed to that Meets 
® irge But (9 it js, chat every Miniſter has equally « 
” Right to be the Repreſentative bf his Presbyteryz 
now, Can this be ſecured to him but by a Rotation v 
If this is fubjetted to an Electlen, it is in the Power 
oh the BleQors te deprive him of his Right, The 
+ other Members of the Aſſembly are the Ruling El. 
ders, who alſe have a Parity an * of Power z 
their Number in the Aſſembly is limited at preſent 


2 according to the Number of Presbyterles and Burghs 
in the Nations and both WI are in- 
ferlor in Number to Miniſters by Forty one, as the 
| Number of Presbyteries ſtood in,the Year 19193 but if 
| Elders are returned Members to the Aſſembly by an 
| Election, and not by a Rotation, ſuch as that pro- 
poſed in the Overture, it is in the Power of the E- 
$ lectors, by chuſing them conſtantly, or very frequent- 
I, to poſſeſs them with an, Epiſcopal Domipion, not 
0: only over other Elders,' but over the Miniſters, who 
are the ſuperior Officers in the Church. 2D 
wil In fine, I muſt be allowed to ask thoſe, who con- 
Jy _. tind and plead for an annual Election, what it is 
8 that is to weigh with them, or to determine them; 
tio be for this or the other Miniſter, this or the other 


1C Elder, to be their Repreſentatives in the Aſſembly? 
n Por, I cannot make myſelf to think, that any will 
©" | plead for a formal Election, purely to preſerve to 
all 3 themſelves an abſolute Indifference, who hall be the 
ch "* Perſons, or to have it to ſay, thit they are to act in 
this Matter meerly from arbitrary Will and Pleaſure - 
ds, There muſt, in a wiſe and rational Election, be ſome 
2 ballancing Conſideration, turning the Scale one Way 


or other: Now, pray, What tati this be? Is it a 
and perſonal Friendſhip for ſome more than others? ls it 
ave ' foreign Influence, or the powerful Solicitations of thoſe, 
rd, who make theit Addrefles to them, whom they muſt 

3x3 oblige? or the like low and mean Motives ? Or will 
"ag they be conducted in making a Choice, from à Cot- 
A D ſideratiea 


3 == 0 | 
fideraticn of the Abilities and Qualifications of Per- 
ſons, for ſerving in our Aſſemblies? If this ſhall be 
ſaid, will they always chooſe the ſame beſt qualified 
Perſons, or obſerve a Rotation as to thoſe ? The for- 
mer will be acknowledged to have a dangerous Ten- 
dency; if the latter ſhall be ſaid, I am glad that 
they are ſo far brought over to my Opinion. But fur- 
ther, if the Abilities and Qualifications of Perſons 
are made the Rule of Election; I um afraid, that 
this is not much regarded, for I obſerve; that Mini- 
ſters of the greateſt Sufficiency for managing of pub- 
lick Affairs, are in moſt Presbyteries kept out of our 
 Aﬀemblies : The Elections of latę are almoſt every 
where carried by the Country Elders, who have 
learned within theſe few Years to give punctual At- 


tendance upon the Meeting of their reſpective Presby- 


teries, for electing Commiſſioners to the Aſſembly; 
and yet very few of them make Conſcience of waiting 
upon the other Meetings of Presbyteries thro' the 
Whole Year; which as it ſhows that there is a Turn 
to be ſerved by them; ſo it demonſtrates, that they 
cannot be good Judges of the Gifts and Qualifi- 
cations, of the Skill and Prudence of Miniſters in the 
Matters of Diſcipline and Government, which makes 
them greatly uſeful in our Aſſemblies and Commiſ- 
flons ; and yet theſe very Elders, in giving their 
Votes, have no manner of Regard to the 2 fot 
whom the major Part of the Miniſters give their 
Votes; who muſt be ſuppoſed to be the moſt compe- 


tent Judges of the Abilities of their Brethren 5 nay, 


in many Presbyteries the Commiſſioners choſen to the 
Aſſembly come out to be thoſe whom the Elders 
have elected and not the Miniſters. If what is above 


alledged is Fact, that thoſe Country Elders do not YN 


thro' the whole Year attend the other Meetings of 


Presbyteries, for putting Ordet to the Affairs of 


Diſcipline; is it not highly reaſonable, that it be 


declared, that no Elders ſhall be allowed to vote in 


the chuſing of Commiſſioners to the Aſſembly, oor 
fuck 
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ſuch as make Conſcience of attending the other Meets- 
ings, It has been ſtumbling to many to obſerve them 
waiting on till the Election is finiſhed, and then in- 
ſtantly leave the Presbytery, even when Affairs of 
Moment from their own Seſſions were to be taken 
under Conſideration, | „ 
_ 2dly, I ſhall naw proceed to the other Part of my 


Undertaking, which was to ſhow, that the return- 


ing of Commiſſioners to the Aſſembly by a Rotation 
is more Eligible than the other, as it not only mani- 


feſtly tends to cure all the Evils incident to, and 


ariſing from an Election, but likewiſe, as it will 
bring along with it a Train of Advantages and Bleſ- 
ſings to the Church. But before I do this, I muſt 
premiſe one Thing for the Underſtanding of the Over- 
ture, vis. that if the propoſed Roration ſhall take 
Place, it ſhall not begin at any of thoſe Miniſters 
who have been Members of any of the three preceed- 


ing Aſſemblies, but it ſhall begin according to the 


Order of the Roll, with thoſe who ſhall fall next to 
be ſent. And as to the Elders that ſhall be directed 
to the Aſſembly by Presbyteries, it is to be under- 
ſtood that the Rotation ſhall not begin with any of 
thoſe Elders, who have been Members of any of the 
three preceeding Aſſemblies, even tho? according to 
the alphabetical] Order of the Pariſhes it may tall to 
them to be returned; but the Presbytery ſhall paſs 
by them, to thoſe who are next in the Order of the 
Alphabet, either by returning ſuch as are for the 
reſent Members of the Presbyteries, or any other 

Iders in the Pariſhes, if they are qualified according 
to the Acts of the Aſſembly; the Intention of this 
Part of the Overture being, that Ruling Elders ſhall 


not be oftener Members of the Aſſembly than Mi- 


niſters are; if this is ſecured either by an Election or 
a Rotation, the main Thing intended is obtained. 
And then as to the Commiſſioners from Burghs, 


whereas the Overture 2 that Burghs ſhall 


not chuſe any one Elder to be their Commiſſioner, 
| WS: : above 


aþovo two Years without Interruption; nor any that 


E os 


_ a Commiſſioner from a P'resbytery, to the; imme- 
diately preceeding Aſſembly. After a fuller Con- 


ſideration of this Matter, I am of Opinion, that the 


Elders from Burghs ſhould be exackly on the ſame 

Footing with the Elders directed from Freebytericg z. 
that is to ſay, Burghs ſhall not chuſe any Elder to be 
their Blder, who has been a Member of any of the 
three preceeding Afſemblies, whether from the 
Presbytery, another Burgh, or their own, This being 
premiled, | proceed to the Arguments tor ſupporting 
the propoſed Nj, v. | 

LT ont iſt, A Rotation ſeems to agree ex- 
actly with the Intention of the Act of Aſſembly, 
nly 1568, which ordered,“ That to prevent a Mo- 


 nopoly, and 3 Election of a Few certain 


ee Miniſters and Comm iſlioners, they be changed from 
« Aſſembly to Aſſembly.” From this Act it is e- 
vident that the Perſons who were Membezs of the 
preceeding Aflembly, were not to be ſent to. the 
very next, but were ta be changed, to make Way for 
others. Aud if this was then expedient and reaſon- 
able when very few Pariſhes were provided with Miz 
aifters, and ſome of thoſe who were received inte the 
Miniſtry, were net much zal In Difeipling and 
Government, it muſt bo much mere needful now 
when the Miniſters of the Chirch are many, an 

the greater Part of them by far have had a goed 
"Time of Experience in theſs Matters, If the Rea» 
ſon of this Act is attended to and regarded, which 
was, that a Monopoly of Power in the Hands of cer— 


tain Miniſters and Elders ſhould he prevented, the 


Change ſhould be made till they go tho Round, 
dtherwiſe the Government of the Church will reſt 


upon ſome more than upon ethers, which is contrary 


to that Parity of Church Officers; which is a chief 


Oharacteriſtick of Presbytcrian Government, 


' 2aly, The Agreement that the Aſſembly 2 uo 


157%, $7; 12, came to concerning Commiſſioners of 
| : 


Pro- 
* na 


aSSSFꝙEkf:V. Fe 


CT. 3: 

& Provinces, who had been- appointed to plant Kirke 
with Miniſters, and viſit them when planted, favours 
the propoſed Rotation very much; 1 ſhall fet it down 
Jas I find it in the old Regiſters. © It appeareth to 
ſome of the Brethren, that the long Continuance 
„of Commillioners in their Office, ſhould induce 
e ſome Ambition and Inconvenience within the 
* Kirk z and therefore was thought a Matter to be 
„ conſulted in this Aſſembly, whether it were. beſt 
WW 4 that Commiſſioners of Provinces ſhould be ex- 
changed from Year to Year from the Countries 
here they travel to viſit. After long reaſonin 

4 the greateſt Part of the Aſſembly thought beſt, 
where Men may be had able to uſo Commiſſion 

UK that an yearly Exchange ſhould be.“ This Act I 
particularly notice, becauſe as long as Perſons con- 


4, tipued Commillioners for plapting and viſiting of 


* 


1irks, they were conſtantly Members of the Afſem- 
$bly, as appears from the Marking of the firſt Seffion 
of each Aſſembly, from the Time that theſe Com⸗ 
Y willicners were felt 8222 ſuch Time as 
they were laid aſſde. After the fame Manner l may 
argue and N That if Minitters ſhall be conſtant 


Bly, er very often elected Commiſſioners te the Aﬀems 


3 bly, this may ſnduce fome Ambition and Inconve: 
'W yienee within the Kirk z Why then, as in the former 
BY Calv, fines many fle Peeſans can be had to be Mem- 
bers of the Aſſembly, ſhould there nat be an yearly 
XJ Exchange? Thus mararis mutaudir, the Reaſoning 
holds: But ſuch gn Exchange cannot be ſecured ſa 
well by an Electlon, as by a Rotation, . 
34, The returning of Miniſters, as Commiſſioners 
to the Aſſembly, by a Rotation, is no new Thing in 


Irhis Church, Fat for - ſome Years after the late 
happy Revolution, thoſe Miniſters, who had been 
6 n before the Reſtoration, and ſurvived the 
Revolution, were frequently elected Commiſſioners 
to the Aſſembly, becauſe of their great Prudence 
and long Experience, fitting them for a ing 3 

| | wile 


wiſe Patt in eeeletz id Air a might very muent 
rerommend the valuable lutekeſts bf this Chiltch, to 
the Gountenanee aud Favour, the Protektion and En⸗ 
eguragement of the efvil 4 ing The ehuflh 
_ of thels ſage and vensrable Fathers (4 oficn, who th 
merited In well of the Ghurch, by their Faithfulne 
ind ene their Eabours and gufferiggs under 
ang and cruel Perſecutian, fhaw'd the high Regar 
they had far them : For this ſame Reaſon, thaſe _ 7. 
Wha were ordain'd before the Year 1662, were by A& * 
af Aſſembly 4 1705, declared ta be conftituent 
Members of the Commillion during Life; for every ® 
Presbytery were to have their Repreſentation, ac- 
cording to the Proportion of Miniſters, and theſe old 
Miniſters were Supernumerary. Beſides, thoſe that 
were received into the Miniſtry quickly after the _ 
Revolution, not having much Experience in eceleſi - 
aſtical Affrirs, were but raw Diſciplinarians : But 
being trained up by ſuch able Teachers in the Know- 
ledge of Government and Diſcipline; ſo ſoon as theſe : 
worthy Paſtors dropt off, tho' a yearly Election was 
made of Members to the Aſſembly, yet in Effect it 
was no other than a Rotation; that is to ſay, Presby- v 
teries returned ſuch as were Miniſters to the Aſſem 
bly, as their Commiſſioners in their due Courſe and 
"urns, This prevailed in moſt Pregbyteries thro' the 
Nation: This is a Fat I am ſo ſure of, that lam 
confident none will refuſe it. Thus it appears, that il * 
this Method is no Innovation or unprecedented Thing; kt 


Why then may it not be eſtabliſhed by a Canon of the th 
Church ? And why — not the Overture, with any in 
Amendments that may be made upon it, be turned in- fs 
to a T.-aw? 'Tis true, that little Regard has been had bl 
to a Rotation in the Presbytery of Edinburgh; the by 
Cauſe of which was, That our Aſſemblies did for the R 
moſt Part chuſe their Moderators out of the Com- th 
miſſioners from that Presbytery, who having acquit- WW bu 
ted themſelves by officiating and preſiding well in the Tir 
E 


Chair, came to bs often elected Moderators in that! 
. | | | ſupremo F 
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| 104 few, MANY came afterwards th be diflaissfedl Wit 
itz an now the Generality bf Minifiers kad bs 
1 reſolved, that this Heneur all net be e much een 
2 fed; but thall ge eee is 8 Retstſen thre! th 
# feveral See and this . oe gitugtien and Pe- 
ure, js g the Moderators 5 \ fem þlics, 'rig kigh 
Pime far that Preabytery 10 fall in with the prepaſe 
Nenn. 5 | | — 
* 4450 The prapaſed Noſatiau preſerves that Parley 
and Equality of Power among Miniſters, which is eſ- 
ſential to Presbytery: But by an Election of Mem- 
. or to the Aſſembly, 'tis in the Power of the Ma- 


ority of the EleQors to overthrow it; whereas this 
© 148 impoſſible by a Rotation. All the Miniſters of 
this Church, by reaſon of this Parity, have an equal 
Share in the Adminiſtration of the Government, and 
in the Management of eccleſiaſtical Affaire, both in 
Presbyteries and Synods, and are neceſſary and con- 
nant Members in both: And ſince all the Miniſters 
of this Church cannot attend every Aſſembly; yet 
t every Miniſter of a Presbytery has equally « Right, 
- of by reaſon of the ſaid Parity, to be a Repreſentative 
0 


— | the Miniſters of his Presbyteryz and none can de- 
| Wi prive him of it, without a this Parity, 
This is an inherent Right, which cannot be taken 
from him, but upon an Incapacity for Government. 
t The EleRtors, it they — can, by their Votes, 
keep out ſome Miniſters for ever from any Share af 
e the Adminiſtration of the Government of the Church 
y in our General Aſſemblies, by eleQing ſome con- 


1- 3 Aantly, or very often, to be Members of the Aſſem- 


c by a vaſt Imparity, is devolved upon ſome 3; nay, this 
e Right that all Miniſters equally have to repreſent 
their own Presbyteries, is ſubjedted to thoſe who are 
t- but delegate Members of the Presbytery, I wean Ru» 
10 Jing Elders: And no Kirk ſeſſion can delegate any 
at Perſon, to deprive a Miniſter of that whict is his 

| | uno 


d bly, by which Means the Power in Church Affairs, 


3 of the General Aſſembly in the Space c 

ive Years, Thus they being all put upon a Le vel, 
Presbyterian Parity will be effectually eſtabliſhed 
with great Decency and Order, and an Epiſcopal Pre- 


mong us, will be happily ſuppreſt and born down: 


tion of Church: ju 


Due and Right; but on the other Hand, by the piv- | 
7 Rotation, all the Miniſters of the ſeveral Prel- 


yreries thro' the Kingdom, will come to be returned 


heminence and Ambition, who ſhall be greateſt a; 


But upon the other Hand, if the Method of returning 


Commiſſioners to the Aſſembly by Election is conti- 1 
nued, ſome may come to be'.diteted.and ſent to the 
Aſſembly foi a Dozen of Years and more, without In? 
terruption; which has often happened: But does not 
this raiſe and exalt ſome Miniſters above their Bre- 


thren, and advance them to a Power in the Aſſem— 


bly, which many look upon with a jealous and en- . 


vious Eye? Does not this breed il! Humours, create 


Differences and Diviſions, to the overthrowing of the A 
Peace and Tranquility of the Church, and that bro- 


1 
WW. 
$5 


therly Love, which is the great Ornament of their 
Function and Profeſſion © | | N 
5 hy, As the propoſed Rotation will exceedingly © 
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3 
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evontribute to the Preſervation of Presbyterlan Parity | 
among Miniſters, fo It will uphold that Bubordings 

| dieatories, which Is another Fſſential 
In the Frame and Cenſtitutleh of our Chureh-⸗Gevern⸗ 
ment; For when 8ynods and Presbyterſes ſhall ab- 
ſerve, that bur Aſſemblies are regularly conſtituted, 


8 2 


that they are. conſtituted of Miniſters, In their due 
Courſe and Turn, inferior Judiegtories will the more 
cheerfully ſubmit to theit Acts and Deciſions : But 


3 


if they ſhall obſerve General Aſſemblles to be packt 


dſt Exelufion of others, who have a Right to be 


j a partial feturning of ſome 1 and an un- 


ent; Will not this ineline inferior Judiestorlet th | 
Aiftefard their Fauth enn Prbeeedings, and wWeakeh 

Per who wil | 
ſugt ! 
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the Authority 6f that lupteme Court! 
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Judge themſelves to be bound to obey a packt Meets 
ing ß ry; 

Laſtly, | might argue for this Rotarion, from the 
Intention of the triennial Act of Parliament, which re» 
quired the Election of a new Parliament once in three 
Fears at the moſt. The great and chief Reaſon for 


that Frequency of Election, was that it might make 


q a frequent Change of the Repreſentatives in the Houſe 
of Commons, by which Means a Stop would be put to 
one great Source ot Diſcontent amongſt the —_— : 
1 1 


For no doubt, Perſons of equal Birth, Fortune, A 


: A lity and Merit, * to have their Turn and due 


Share of the publick Honours, and bear with Grudg- 
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" Ing to ſee thoſe, whom they have not been uſed to 
- think their Superiors, hold the Peſſeſſion of them ma- 
/ by Years together, and themſelves excluded from hu ; 


ing the Chance for them: Thus, in the Compaſs of 


f 1 Thirty Years, did the Gentty of A County concert a 


Change bf their Repreſentatives once every Three 
Years, there would be 4 tollerable Rotation among 


them. *Tis true, the triennial Act was Tome lime 
ago repealed, and the Septennial was plac'd in its 


dom! But then, what was the Ocealion of this, 
bit the reſtleſs Rndeavours of our Enemies, the fre- 
vent Anompd of Papiits and Jacobite, k ditturh 
e publick Peace and Happineſs, and to deſtroy the 
rateitant Sueeeſſlen, the grand Security of our Rell- 
lon under GOD? lt was this that made [r neee, 
ary to extend the Centinuanee of Parliaments for the 
Space of Seven Yegrs, as is evident from the Preamble 
to the ſeptennla AR FE OR: = 
1 ſhall cone lude this Eſſay upon the Overture, by 
temoving two Mace out of the Way, which ſome 
nave advanced as ObjeQions againſt it. It has bern 
: ten uſed a8 4 Handle, for Wiverting Ptesbyteries truth 
ending Members ty the. amb y by 4 Rotation, 
that this or the sthet Affair of mpörtanes; and great 
Moment, is ts be taken wider the Confiderativn Bf 
ihe Affemblyz and tis expedient, that the Ailtmbly 
ke 6gnlMiened of * fy and fy qualified nd 
| + 1 | Ai 


of Pretext, than of Truth and Reality in thisz that 


| ſelves, by ounding the Trumpet in Zion, that the 


| me of them; nay, | am afraid, that 'tis rather "Merc 


ſo tedious, that the Time allowed by the civil Ga- 


in the Church, and that the Aſſembly themſelves “ 


— 


diſpoſed, leaſt the Ark of GOD get a wrong Touch; 4 


But then, lam much perſwaded, that there ie mors * 


theſe are Fears where no Fear is: That this is only #% 
a i olouring, to conceal the Views of ſome defigning 
Men, to have themſelves returned Commiſſioners to 
the Aſſembly. When ſome of old loudly cried 04,7 he © 
Temple of the Tord, the Temple of the Lord, the | 
Temple of rhe Lord ave theje, the Prophet Jeremiah 
gave them a Check, Truſt net in lying Words Thus, | 
when we hear ſome in our Times diſtinguiſhing them 


Church is in Danger, there is good Reaſon to be ſuſ- 1 


ome ſelfiſh Intereſt, than the publick Good of the 
Church, they are aiming at. Here 'tis pretended firſt, | 


That the Time may come about, when the Church We 


1e ſhall be infefted with Hereſfies, and dangerous Opi- . 
ee nſons; and that in this JunRure, when there are (MW 
„bold 2 Attempts made gum the Purity Wet 
„f Dottrine, and Soundneſs of the Faith, great Care "1 11 
„ ſhould be taken, that the Aſſembly be conſtituted e 
of the moſt learned Divines in the Chureh | and g. 
conſequently, that in this Cafe, no Regard ſhould Me 
be had to a Rorat/on.” To this | reply, That a 
Proceſs againit any Perfan, for erranee us Horne, Is | 


ſy 


vernment, for our Aſſemblies to fit, is ſo ſhort, that 
they cannot oavertalie a Buſineſs of that Nature and | 
Length; and at the ſame Time, attend to the other“ 
Affairs of great and common Cuncern : Wherefore, 1 
the Caule taken by our Aſſemblies, is to entruſt this 
with a Committee for Purity of Noctrine, to pre pars 
and ripen it uſqze ad ſententiam z that the Aſſembly 
having a clear and ſhort tate of the Points, and ſuf- i 
ficient Evidence of the Errors laid before them, may i 
proceed to give their Sentence and Decifiun. Again, 
fuppoſing that there were any ſuch erroneous Perſons þ 


were to make the Trial, I am confident, that even — 0 


che Method of a Rotation, by which the Aſſembly 
XZ ſhall be conſtituted, equally of old and young Mini- 
ters, there will be found ſuch a Number of able Di- 
vines, as will be ſufficient for putting Order to an Af. 
fair of ſuch Moment, and bringing it to a happy Con- 
J cluſion 4 otherwiſe, they deſerve not the Poſt and Sta- 
* tion they enjoy in the Church, The Commillion of 
che laſt Aſſembly were ſo much convinced of this, 
Y with reſpe& to themlelves, that the preſent Com- 
WM mittee for Purity of Doctrine, conſiſts only of ſuch 
es ure Members of the Commiſſion : They would not 
"'F hear of employing any vther Miniſters of great Abi- 
y © 


(| 


Flity and Learning, and ſaw no Neceilit adjoining 
tjo themſelves all the Proteſſors of Divinity, as is cu- 
ſſtomary in ſuch Caſes, zdly, Pie advanced,“ That 
5 * the propoſed Rotation may come to be of dange- 
» © ous Conſequence to the Intereſts of the Church 


1 TY ** becauſe, by a Rotarron, it can be certainly known, 
%% long Time before the Meeting of the Adtembly, 
© ©" who the Miniſters are that ſhall be retyrn'd to itt 
y And if it ſhuuld fall out, that the civil Govern⸗ 
0 B ment ſhall have evil Defigns avain(t the Church, 
a BM" it will be an eaſter Matter to influence and corrupt 
d MF". thoſe, who ace return'd by a Rotateu, than It will 
d g be to work on all the Minitters of the ſeveral Profs 
a „ byteries, who are the Eleftors,” To this | an» 


0 j ſwer, 1ſt, That this Objectien can only affect the 
Ministers for tho“ a Rorargon is propoſed as ta the 
Elders, from Preabyteries, yet this, Rotatien is only 


as to the Pariſhes; there (till remains an Election, 
who ſhall be the Elders out of theſe Parifhes, And 


| "A 
o 8 


U 


the Afembly » Is not this a long Time to prattife 


dependentiſm ſeems to be every Day gaining Ground ' 


(3 Þ 
efore the Sitting of the Affembly, who are to be 
embers of it, ſince Presbyterſes are required to 
make the BleQioh Forty Days before jt ſhall meet, 
otherw ife tis null? and do not molt of the Preabyte= 7 
ries elect Seven or Bight Weeks before the Sitting ek 


upon the Members? and yot wo have never appre- 
hended that any Evil would follow from this: Were 
our Aſſemblies to continue for the Space of Seven | 
Years compuſed of the ſame Members,” there might 
be Grounds of Fear: But by a Rorartion, they are 
changed from Year to Year; and it being ſo, it ſeem 
to be utterly impracticable to corrupt any of them, 
ſo as to endanger: the Conſtitution of the Church, 
But, 3. What is it that we have to fear from tho 
civil Government? ls it the introducing of Epiſco- | 


pacy among us? This indeed, till the Union' of the 1 


two Kingdoms, we were in Danger of ; but by the 
Act of Parliament, January 13. 170), the Presbyte- 
rian Church Government is eſtabliſhed to remain and 
continue; without any Alterat ion, in all ſucceeding 
Generations. And by Act of Parliament in Eng- 

lang, Year foreſaid, tis made a fundamental and eſ- 
ſential i; Condition of the Union. The civil Govern- 
ment is moſt friendly to us, our moſt gracious Sove: | 
reign King George has given us the ſtrongeſt A ſſu - 
rances of his Royal Favour and Protection. The 
Biſhops in England will have no ſuch Deſigns, as 
their Predeceſſors of old had: They know we have 


| 


( 
II 
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the ſame Security for our Church-Government, that 
they have for their own; and that if our's is over 
turn'd, they have no Security for the Preſervation © 
of their's: And the temporal Lords cannot be 
ſuſpected; they think they have Abundance of the 
fpiritual Lords in their Houſe already. In fine, We 
are in no Danger, but from ourſelves; and indeed In- 


among us, to the Ruin of the Authority of our 
Church, and the Subordination of her Judicatories. | 
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"ff A compendious HISTORY of the Conſtitu- 
tion of the NATIONAL ASS EM- 


8 


1 BLIES of the Church of Scotland, 
e's from the firſf Aſſembly held at Edin- 
burgh 1560, down to our Times: With 


* \ '% 
WR. » . 


an Account of the various Methods of 
returning Commiſſioners and Deputies to 
that ſupreme Eccleſiaſtical Court. 


oo TROM the Beginning of our Reformation, the 
. Church of Scvtland had not General Aſſem- 


4 blies, provincial Synods, Presbyteries and Kirk- 
as Seſſions, as we now enjoy them. Rome was not built 

in a Day. It is not to be ſuppoſed, that our Refor- 
mers, at the firſt Day-break out of the Ni ght and 
er- Darkneſs of Popery could ſee all — concerning 


jon the Order, Diſcipline and Government of the Church 
be it was much that they brought Matters to ſuch a con- 
he 2 Mency, as to provide in all Things requiſite for their 
Ve © own Times: It not being poſſible toforeſee all future 
in- Events, and preſcribe Remedies for Inconveniencies, 
ind which Time might bring forth; Time itſelf is the 
dur greateſt Innovator, and it is certain, that ex mals 
es. Poribus bone oriuntur leges.” As to the Matters of 
„ 994 ö . | | . „ ex- 


38 


external Order, no humane Models are ſo abſolutely 5 


perfect, exact and regular, but they may be improved 


or zltered with Wiſdom, Honour and Advantage, 
upon juſt Reaſons uf Policy, and ſundry emergent Ge- 


eaſions. We nad not a General Aﬀcmbly till the 
Year i569, and in the firſt Book of Diſcipli ne, there 
is no Meation made of Synuds ; but by that Book 
th: whule Kingdom was divided inta Ten Dioceſes, 
Chap vi. and in the preſent Neceſſity. at that Time, 
appointed that a2 Superintendent ſhould be ſet over 
every Dinceſe, for planting and viſiting of Kirks, in 
the Countries aſſigned to their Care; and the Aſſem- 
bly gave them a Commiſſion to exerciſe this Charge, 
However in the third Aſſembly, December 1562, 


Se. 4. it ſeems, © That fone Synods were erected, 1 


* for Superintendents were ordain'd to appoint their 
« ſynodical Conventions twice in the Year, to wit, the 
« Months of April and October, on ſuch Days in 
* the ſaid Months as the Superintendent ſhall think 


* good; and that they give ſufficient A vertiſements 4 
e t5 the particular Kirks, that the Min ſter, with an 


% Elder or Deacon, may repair toward the Place ap- 
po ſated by che Superintendents, at the Days that 
« ſhall b affixe by them, to canſult on the common 
« Affrirs of their Jjgeeſe“ Bur before the Year 1568 
Synods were ſer up for by an AQ of Aſſembly in 
the ſaid Year, it was concl 

af the General AT:noly ſhoull he elected at the 
ſynadical Convention of the Noceſe. And in cha 


| Year 1570, the AT moly ordained, That Offen- 
« ders (hill be conveened before the ſynodal Conven- 
tions, and there receive their lujundt ons, con- 
« form to the O. der uſed before in General Aſſem- 
blies.“ But it does not app at from nur my 0 


that each of theſe Dioceſes had 4 Superintendent) i 


am right remembred, ther: wire not above five. 4 
And the old Rogiltze of ont AMT: nblies, 4% 1368, 
Se J. 4: bears, © That thzre were ſev:ral Articles |! 


4 agreed to, and appointed to by proſented to the F 


or 


8 1 


Hed, that the Members 
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1 Lord Regent : The fixth was, to adviſe with my 


* Lord's Regent's Grace ard Counci), that in the 
” Roums and Countries where no Superintendents 


Regent's Anſwer was, © That for ſo miekle as Sth» 
*© perintendents cannot be preſently appointed, the 
” Kirk muſt appoint ( mmſhoners ft the ſelf ſame. 


1 9 5 as they ſhall think goed to give Come 


& miſſion, till the next General Aftmbly,” Preſ- 


byteries could not be corftitute ſo ſoon, becauſe of 


the Rarity of Miniftersz yet there were weekly 


iN Meetings for the Exerciſe of propheſy ing held by 
M.̃iniſters, and others aiming at the Miniſtry, from 
the Beginning of the Reformation: For when the 


Queſtion was propounded by the Synod of Zorhian 


\ "to the Aﬀembly, Arno 1579, anent « genera] Order 


to be taken for the ereQing of Presby teries, in Places 


* 

2 
os 
"vx 


Presbyteries. 
any formal Order, like(y 10 have Continuance to the 


7 
> 
£ 


i * 
A 


| * where publick Fxerciſe is uſed, until the Time the 
Policy of the Kirk be eftabliſhed by Laws It wan 


anſwered, The Exerciſe may be jraged to be a Preſs 
Fame! But afterwards in the Vor, 151, King 


met VI. ſent a Letter to the Aſſembly, with @ 
latform for ereQting of Presbyteries thro! the Na- 
tion and both were produced byte Lend of Cap- 
rington hie Mujeſty's High Commiſſioner, In the 
Letter his * ſtrongly aflerts the Neceſſity of 

t is el, ſaya he, to attain to 


Poſterity within the u hee Realm, til the ancient 
Bounds of Divceſts be died, the Pariſtes whers 
they ly thick regether be tnated, and ere they 
are too great aud of large Bone le nivided s and 
thereafter, Preibyreries or Elder ſhips tonſtirnted jor 
Dosen of i ariſtes or therealt ti, jen e more, ſome 
Jewer, accoraing to the ( immodity of the Conntry, 
ere the Miniſiry ava Elaers of thije , may 
gommodionſly exercije Diicipline, aud ihe Order 
with the fairs of the Kirk, /0 — ai all le ap- 
Fontea, before the Cognition be brought to i/ _ 

: i6a 


* are, there may be Superintendents placed.” The 5 


| ( @® }3 - A 
ical Ajembly. Mr. Scot's Hiſtorical Narration, 
<P. 24. acquaints us, That this Letter was ordered N 
to be ſent to the Noblemen and Gentlemen, to be 
« conſidered by them.” The Aſſembly reckoned . tl 
themſelves to be highly favoured by his Majeſty's . b 
gracious Letter, and returned him their moſt humblo . 8 
and hearty Thanks. Of this 1 am informed by Mr, I th 
Fames Aelwil's libellnts ſnpples „ Scott cause, ts 
ad ſereuiſſimum Facobum Prigum, P. 23. Miſt ad th 


te fuerunt, cum tuis miniſires legati gui gratiar | Y 
agerent, quo officio delectatuf, etats ſegnente literas | av 
per uni verſum Reenum ad Nobilisres, & prugdentis bl 
ores groſgre miſiſti, guibus ſerio rogabas, ut perum Wl an 
ſuam tuo nomine cum Meineſtris conjungentes, Pre. M 


byterea ſiugulit locis ſecundum diagranima couſtitu- 
erent, puod prafecto omnium opinione citins, opti. wy 
Morum v rorum alacritate, & diligentia comma: *; 
| Havatum penfectumgus eſt; I. e, There were ſent MF © 
Deputies With your Majeſty's Minifters, who ſhould | © « 
retürn you the 'Thanks o the Church z and your | * 
Majeſty being pleafed with their Duty in this | © 
Matter, ſent your Commands thro! the whole King. 
dom to the more noble and wiſe, to unite their Endea: | ** 
vouts with Miniſters, for erecting Presbyteries In ſuch | © 1 
Places mentioned in the Platform, which indeed b 
the Chearfulneſs and Care of the Nobles, was beyon 
the Expectation of all ſpeedily done and accom- 
liſhed. The Aſſembly appointed ſome of the 
Brethren to conſider the ſaid Model of Presbyteries, 
and having reported their Judgment of it, they were 
ordered to be erected for exerciſing the ordinary Juriſ- 
diction and 3 of the Kirk ; and accordingly 
the Presbytery of Edinburgh was erected that very 
ſame Year, conſiſting of fifteen or ſixteen Miniſters 
of the Kirks adjacent, within four or five Miles of 
the Presbytery-ſeat, and ſome Barons and Gentlemen 
Elders out of every Kirk for that Effect; ſo I am 
told by the Anſwer to Mr. Forbes of Croſt, his 
Peaceable Warning, 7. The Author I take 
| + 2 


4 6f the HElders be e 
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Bo Mr. David Calderwood. But in other Parts of 


ihe Nation, Presbyteries were not for ſome Time 


after this ſo well and ſo regularly conſtituted: For in 
the 1582, 1 find from the old ag, of our Aſſem 
blies, Se; 2. That g Presbytery was already begun at 
Ste: Andrews, of Poſtors and Teachers, but not of 
thoſe who have not the Care of Teaching. Laſtly, As 
to Kirk ſeſſions, it was a conſiderable Time beforg 
they could be crefted in every Pariſh, The ſecond 
Book of Diſcipline was agreed to by the Aſſembly, 
anno 1378, and inſerted in the Regiſters of Afſems 
bly, ammo 1581: But the Compoſers of that Boo 
and the Aſſembly, who apreed to it, declare thei 
Mind about ICirk- ſeſſions, Chap. 7. Fect. 10. When 
* we ſpeak of the Eldets of particular Conpregations, 
10 (ſay they) we mean not, that every patticular Parlſh⸗ 
* kitk ean, of may have their own particular Elders 
ſhip, eſpeeiglly in Landward + But we think Three 
tt or Four, more ar fewer particular Kirks, may have 
a common HBlderfhip to them all, to Judge their 
® ecclefiattical Cauſes j albeit this la meet, that ſome 
olſen out of every partleulay 
s r to eeneur with the reſt of their 
„ Brethren in the eemmon Aſſemblies, to take uf 
the Delatlon of Offences within their own Kitks, 
* and bring them to the Aſſembly; This we gather 
* of the Praftice of the primitive Kirks, where El 
« ders or Colleges of Seniors were conſtitute in 
« Cities and famous Places.“ Atter this, the Aſſeniy 
bly May 1585, made an Order, appointing Seſſions at 
particular Kirks: The Order was, That every Mints 
[ter be charged to have a Seſſion of th» meeteſt Men 
in his Congregation; and that Diſciplint not only 
ſtrike on groſs Sins, as Moredom, Blood(hedy & c. but 
pon all Sins repugnant to the Word of GOD; — 
And this to be an uni verſal Order throughout the 
Realm; and ſuch as are negligent herein, after 
Admonitien, to be , From this Time, Seſ⸗ 


ons 


1 | ( 10 3 = 
Hon were keept up In the feveral Pariſhes of the 


Ghurch to this lay. 

his Account | have given of Synods, Presbyterles 
and Krk (eflions, belng eonvineed Tt will eontribute 
much to the right underflanding of the Conſtieution of 
he General Allombly, and the Alterations that have 
een made upon It from Time to Time. 
Dur firſt eneral Aſſemblies Were honors? Meet» 
Inge of all Proteſtant Miniſters within the Kingdom, 
Mr. Perrie's Churoh Hiſt. Part 3. P. 57 [nforms 
us, That before the Tear 1468, all Miniſters that 


world come to the Agembly had Vote therein. This | 
Was e at that Time, Miniſters of the Þ 


reformed Religion being few and rare in Seotland 
wherefore a Reftraſnt eould not be put upon any 6 
them. The Number of Paſtore in the ffrit Affembly 


was not above Ten or Twelve, as is evident 47m the | 


old Regiſter of the Acts of Aſſembly z they did nor 


exceed one Fourth of the Meeting, There were e Þ 

T'birty, who were 
Members of this Aſſembly, ſome of whom came from 
. There were Two from Calder 


ther Perſons, ta the Number of 


ounties, Three from Torphichen, Two from Leith, 
no Proportion was then obſcrved in the Repreſenta- 


tion. I will not be poſitive, that thoſe Thirty were | 


all of them Ruling Elders, for 1 am perſwaded, that 
2 the N of the Reformation, there was a 


ecellity of aſſuming ſome Laymen, to the Aſſiſtance 


of Miniſters in the Government of thi>,Churcl: in its 


Infancy, ſome of them were eminent Profeſſors of the 


reformed Religion; yet | have good Reaſon to think, 
that ſome of them were Ruling Elders, for this Aſ- 
ſembly was not held till December 1560. And in 
the Month of Angſt before that, Hamilton, Arch- 
biſhop of Sr. Audrews, writes to the Archbiſhop of 
Glaſgow, dated Aug uſt 18. anno 1560, in theſe Words, 
The Elders callit (i. e. thoſe who are called Elders) 
of every Town, take all Cauſes of our _— 

| | ; | IMAC 
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it different 


1 | 
2 ad iutromii with all our Office which 
50% ft look to. hes 
: Aﬀter this Affembly was held, we had not Bynegle 
of Pregbyteries for fume Time erefteds and conſe* 
quently, in ſome fycereding Aſſembiſes, the eonfls 
vent Members had not a formal Commitſſiun from 


the Kirk, te act, vote, and Judge In thelr Meetings 
But there were Superintendents and Commiſſioners ok 
Provinces appointed to plant and. vit Kirke, who were 
conſtant Members of the Aſſembly, till they were 
lald afide, und till it was declared, that It was no 
more expedient and neceffary to have them, And as 
to all other Miniſters, and other Perſons Members of 
the Aﬀembly, there were Regulations variouſly made 
Times eoncerning them i But eis moſt 
likely, that one Aſſemblies were formed and conſt: 
tuted according to the Model af the Parliament of 
Sootland,which eonſiſted of \! embers aut of all E- 
ſtores in the Kingdom, the Nobility, Barons to repre» 
ſent the ogy pat jr to repreſent the Burghs, and 
the Clergy, | find, that this Obſervation, long ago 


= was made by the eminently pious and learned Mr. 


George Gilleſpie, in his Aﬀertion of the Government 
of the Church of Scotland, P. too; 4to Edit. Some of 
all Eſtates in the Commonavealth (ſays he) vbice in 
Parliament; therefore ſome ef all Sorts in the 
Church onght to voi ce in Conncils arid Synods ; for 


J de paribus idem eft judicium; # national Synod, is 


that ſame to the Church, which a Parliament is to 
the oni mon wealth, This Conduct was not only po- 
litical, but neceſſary for preſerving the Work they 
had begun, and carrying it on to a greater Perfect ion. 
The 222 June 1567, appointed Miſſives to be 
writ to all and ſundry Earls, Lords, Barons, and other 


Brethren, requiring them to conveen the 2oth of Fly 

thereafter, for ſetting forward of ſuch Things as ſhall 

then be proponed and ordained. In the ſaid Letter, 

we are told, That they had ordain'd a General A. 

ſembly of the haill Proſſer, of N. B.) all Eftares 
| A 


and 


be ( 44) 
and Degrees within the Kirks of Scotland, to be 
Held within this Toten of Edinburgh npon the 20th 
Day of this next Month of July, whereby an perfe- 
tual Order may be taken for the Liberty of the 
Kirk of GOD, Suſtentation of the Miniſters, &c. 
And this was not peculiar to this Afſembly, but other 
Aſſemblies were conſtituted of all Eſtates in the 
Nation: As is evident from a Letter of the Aſſem- 
bly, arch, anno 1573,to the Lord Regent, and Lords 
of the Privy-council; wherein they ſay, Z7½ known: 
20 your Grace; and ſince GOD has blefſed this 
Country with the Light of the Epangel, the hail! 


Kirk moſt godly appointed, and the ſame by Act of 


Parliament authoriſed, that two godly Agemblies 
of tbe haill Kirk of this Realm, ſhould be every ill 
Tear, as well as of. all the Members thereof, and 
(N. B.) of all Eſtates, as of the Ali niſters. 

This general Propoſition, that our national Aſſem- 
blies were Konſtituted early, and for ſome Time, of 
Perſons out of all Eſtates within the Kingdom; I ſhall 

ranch out into ſeveral particular Aſſertions, and ſhew 
mpon each of theſe, how our Aſſemblies were conſti- 

— of the ſeveral! Sorts of Perſons therein mentio- 
1 „„ 5 | 

And firſt, Our Aſſemblies were conſtituted of tho 
Repreſentatives of the Miniſters of the Church : Fer 

tho' from the firſt Aſſembly ao 1560, to the Al. 
ſembly ano 1563, all Miniſters that would come to 
it had Right. and were allowed to vote; yet during 


this Period, Superintendents were conſtant Members. 
For it was vrdained by the Aſſembly at &. Johuſton, i 
Ply t G62, Se, t2. [hat E de y Superinrenten con- 


een rhe firſt Day appointed for the Minbiy, unde: 
tho Pain uf Forty Shillings, 75 diſtributed to tþ 
Pops, wit bort Remifeon j ji, Bit befides; as 
Wt «11641 y futiced, there Were ally Commiſlivners 
ene hte For plafeing of Kitks appointed, 4449 


Fant cw Here Was AYE & Bi perintenhadent Far every 
4 yd; Tv beth Enporiniendents and Cammiſiſene:s 
| | ; | b 1 | : „ * Wera 
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were 2 and ordinary Members of the Aſſem- 
bly, from the Time they were firſt inſtituted, till 
they were laid aſide; they were marked in the Sede- 
runt before other Miniſters, and firſt called upon in the 
Roll, and needed not any Commiſſion to come to the 
Aſſembly: But all other Miniſters were mutable 


Members; for by the Act Anno 1568, they were to 


be changed from Aſſembly to Aſſembly, and by this 
AQ were to be eleQed in the Synodical Meeting, 
and to bring a Commiſſion with them. And this Or- 


der continued till Presbyteries were fully erected thro? 


the Nation, and then the Miniſters, who were ſent 
to the Aſſembly, were elected by their reſpective 
Presbyteries : But the preciſe Number was not fix'd 
or determined till the Aſſembly at Dundee, Anno 
1597, Se. nlt. The Regiſter bears, That becauſe 


there has been no Order ſet down hitherto, anent 
« (N. B.) the Number of Commillioners to be direc- 


te ted from every Presbytery to the Aſſembly z there- 
« fore 'tis ſtatuted and, ordained, That in all Time 


tt coming, Three of the wiſeſt and graveſt of the Bro- 
e thren ſhall be directed from every Presbytery at 


de the moſt, as Commiſſioners to very General As- 


« ſembly; and that none preſume to come without . 


„ Commillion; except they have a ſpecial Complaint : 
& And that the Clerk of the Aſſembly' take heed to 
* receive no more in Commillion but Three allenarly, 


« as ſaid is.“ This Regulation, as to the Number, 


came afterwards to be altered, Anno 1694, the Occa- 
fon of which was a Recommendation of the Parlia- 
ment, Anno 1693, they obſerving a manifeſt Ihequas 
ity, that the leaſt 1 the Church had the 
tivilege of ſending Three Miniſters t6 the Aſn: 
ly, 48 well as the greateſt ; therefore Frye teig 
Act zad, intituſed, Act fb? fettiiug the Peare ant 
tet of the Hhureh, they Feevmmended ft by ths 
nent Aﬀembly t6 redreſs this: The Clause of the 
Att is, Aid i the He rhe Repreſtntation of f 
bel. 4 Gene V Aemmbifer, may be tbe my 
bs | equa 


86 . 
equal in all Time coming, Recom mendt it to the firſt. 
HMHnbly that ſha'l be called, to appoint Miniſters to 
be ſent as Commiſſioners from every Prechytery, not 
zn equal Numbers, which is manifeſtly unegual, 
where Presbyterzes are ſo, but in a due Propor:ion 
to the Churches and Pariſhes, within every Preſ- 
vytery, as they ſhall judge convenient. And acc or- 
dingly the Aſſembly, Anno 159g, from a Regard to 
a parliamentary Recommendation, Act 5th, ordained, 
%« That the Repreſentation in this national hurch 
& ſhall hold Proportion to the Number of 'Pariſhes, 
«© whether vacant or planted within each Presbytery, 
ei jn Manner following. All Presbyteries conſiſting of 
« Twelve Pariſhes, or under that Number, ſhall ſend 
© two Miniſters, and one Ruling Blder: And all 
„ Presbyteries conſiſting of Eighteen Miniſters; or un- 
& der that Number, but above Twelve, ſhall ſ:nd 
Three Miniſters and one Ruling Elder. And all 
« Presbyteries conſiſting of Twenty four Pariſhes, or 
% under that Number, but above Eighteen, ſhail ſ:nd 
« Four Miniſters, and Two Ruling Elders. And 
« laſtly, All Presbyteries conſiſting of above Twenty 
© four Pariſhes, ſhall ſend Five Miniſters, and Two 
% Ruling Elders. And every collegiate Church, 
« where there uſe to be Two or — aro 
© ſo far as concerns the Deſign of this AR, underitood 
eto be as many diſkin& Pariſhes; ſo that Presbyteries 
© delegate not leſs than 1 ſixth Part, nor more than 
« a fifth Part of the Miniſtry,” _ 
ad ANrion, The Nobility, who profeſſed the re» 
formed Religion, ſeem to have been conſtant Mem- 
bers of the Aſſembly for ſome Years. It appears to 
me, that whenever they had a Mind to be pr: ſent, or 
were doſired, or write to, to come to the Aſſembly, 
they had the Privilege, or were allowed co vote in 
Cauſes brought before the Aſſembly. In the Aſſem - 
bly December, Anno 1561, the Proteſtant N. bility 
were deſired to concur with that Aſſembly; but we 
are told, they retuſed to aſſemble with the reſt of 
5 their 
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their Brethren. Our Hiſtorians, Mr. Knox, Folio 


Edit. at Edinburgh, Anno 1732, P. 294, 295. Mr. 


Calderwood's © hurch Hiſtory, P. 30. 31. And Mr. 
Petrie's Church-Hiſtory, 4 art zd, P. 230. 231, give 
us a full Relation of this Matter with great Harmo- 
ny : But I ſhall ſet it down as Mr. Petrie relates it. 


„% In December the Superintendents and Minifters do 


c conveen unto the national Aſſembly, as it was 
© appointed, and the Nobility will not conveen, 


„ Some Miniſters were fent unto them: Some 
„ of them made one Excuſe, ſome anotherz and 
« ſome oall it in Doubt, whether it be expedient 


tc to hold ſuch Aſſemblies: For gladly would 
„ the Queen and the ſecret Council had all Aſ 


zi ſemblies diſcharged. The one Party ſay, Tis 


& ſuſpicious to Princes to keep Conventions without 
& their Knowledge, It was anſwered, Without the 
© Knowledge of the Prince, the Church does nothing; 
«© for ſhe perfectly underſtands, that there is a refor- 
«| med Religion in the Realm, and that they have 
« their appointed Times of meeting: Yea faith Ze- 
« thington) the Queeſl knows that well enough. But 
„e the Queflion is, Whether ſhe allows ſuch Conven- 
de tions 7 It was anſwered, If the. Liberty of the 
* Church ſhall Rand upon the Queen's Allowance, ot 
« Diſall»wance, we are ſure not only to be deprived 
« of Aſſemblies, but of the publick Preaching of the 
«4 Goſpel, —— The moſt Part of the Nobility and 
„% Barons conſent hereuntoz and conclude, That the 
« Reaſoners for the Queen ſhall ſhew unto her Ma- 
© jeſty; that if ſhe was ſuſpicious of any Thing hand- 
« led in the Aſſemblies, it would pleaſe her Majeſty 
eto ſend; „ hom ſhe would * to hear what was 
% propoſed and reaſoned” In the Aſſemblies, De- 
cember 15363, December 1564, and June 1566, the 
Lords of privy Council aſſembled with the Miniſters, 
and the other Commiſſioners, Members of theſe Aſ- 
ſemblies. In the Aſſembly June 156), there were 
preſent the Eatls, Lords, Barons, Superintendents, 
and Co mimiſſioners from Towns, for ſo the firſt _ 
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fon of that Aﬀembly is marked In the mepig en 
and in that Meeting, © appointed the Fgirds of % 
| and fargany to paſs ty the Lords of feeret Councll, 

M and ta requeſt their Eiordfhipe V .) to eonvern, 
and eovenr with the, Kirk profently affkembled, for 
10 heading of ſueh Articles, gs That e thought good, 
4% for eſtabliſhing GOD's Word, the true Reli lon, 
4 and ſupporting all the Minittry In this Realm," 
In the ſecond Befſlon, they appointed the n 
to meet again on the 26th of Fils; and ordained Mil- 
fives to be writ to all and ſundry Earls, Lorde, Ba- 
rons, and other Brethren, to conveen the ſaid Day, 
The Regiſter mentions the following Perſans, to 
whom the ſaid Milſives were to be ſent. Ot Earls, 
Huntly, Argyle, Caffuls, Rot het, Cratyford,Monteith, 
Gleneairn, Of Fords, Word, Drummond, Sanchar, 
Heres, Catheart,Yefter, Maſter of Graham, Fleming, 
Livingſton, Forbes, Salton, Glames, Ogilvie; Maſter 
of Sinclair,Gray,Oliphant, Methyen, Iunermerhy Ma- 


ſter of Somervel. Barons, Loobiuvar, Gairleſs, Sheriff 


of Air, Glenurqubar, Fonitbhg. Commendators, Ar. 
broth, Kilwannzug, Dunferl, 
bottle, Holy rood-honſe, In the ſaid Letter, after ac- 
N them with the Deſign of the Meeting, they 
ay, Ve thought it our Duty, in Name of our haill 
Brethren here conveened, to notify to your Lordſbip, 
the foreſaid Appointment of the ſaid Afembly z and 
 #n the Name of the Eternal GOD, to recommend to 
your Care and Solicitude, the building of this rui- 
nous Hoſe of GOD within this Realm. Requiring 
alſo in his Name, that ye 2w4!l give (N. B.) your per- 
ſonal Preſence, your Labour aud Concurrence to 
that Effeft in the foreſaid AJembly, &c. And when 
this Aſſembly met in Frly, there were bf the Nobles 
and Barons to the Number of Sixty, beſides Sixteen 
, Commiſſioners of Towns, as appears by their ſubſcrib: 
ing the Articles agreed to in that Aſſembly. This 
will further appear from the Letter wrote March 6th, 
. Anno 1573, to the Lord Regent, and Lords > 115 
| = | | ouncll. 


ling, St. Colms, New: 


= Tb ) 
Councll, Fhe whit AjJbmbirer (fay they) eve 
Year, have ſines the firſt Ordinance, continually 
been keept tn feb Sprt, that (N. R.) dle moſt aoble, 
aud of the higheſt Eftater, have Join'd themſelwes, 
by their own Preſence, iu the Aſemblier, ar Atem 
bers of ene Woeay, eonenrring, (N. H.) wei. and 
authorizing all Things, there Proceeding with their 
Brethreu—— And therefore, as ye efteem yourſelves 
7% be Members of Chriſt, and of bis Kirk, ſhow the 
Fruits thereof; of the whilk, ti not the leaſt, to 
Join yourſelves, not only by hearing the Word aid 
recei viug the Sacraments, but alſo in conveenting with 
your Brethren (N. B.) in the holy Agembliety the 
du hill to do, aue give you Admonition in the Name of 
the Lord, extending this Admonittion to (N. B.) 
every Perſon of whatſovever Eflate, that are preſend 
with your Grace, From this Letter, ts plain, that 


the Nobles were to aft in that Aſſembly as conſti- 


tuent Members, and likewiſe that they had added in 
that Capacity in preceeding Aſſemblies. In Six or 
Seven ſucceeding Aſſemblies, the Nobles are marked 
preſent as conſtituent 4 In the firſt Se ſſſon 
of theſe Afſemblics, they are ſer down, ſometimes 
under the general Title of the Nobility, at other 
Times, under the Titles of Earls and. Lords, and 
at the ſame Time are diſtiugulſhed from the Com- 
miſſioners of Shires and, Burghz, Our Aſſemblies 
were wiſely conducted in this Manage ment: For, as 
the Reformation met with great Oppofition from the 
raſcal Muliitude, and theſe that were ſuperſtitious; 
ſo it did very frequently from the Court, the Popiſh 
Lords and Biſhops, nay, even from thoſe who pro- 
feſſed the reformed Religion, and retained the T'itle 
of Biſhops, The Difficulties they had to encounter 
with, were fo many, and the Oppoſition ſo ſtrung, 

that if God had not in his great Mercy and Kindneſs 
to this Nation, inclincd the Hearts of the Lords of 
the Congregation at firſt to be friendly to that Cauſe, 
and to eſpouſe it, and many of the Nobility after. 
| | G wardg 
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wards to favour it with their Lives and Fortunes; it 


more than probable the Reformation would not 


have advanced to ſo great a Height and Pitch as it did 
arrive at. The Proteſtant Nobility were a heavy 
Weight upon the Enemies of the Reformation; and 
of this our pious and worthy Reformers were ſo ſen- 
fible, that they in their great Wiſdom ana Prudence 
tdok Care to have them as oft Members of the Aſ- 
ſembly as they. could. But tho? this obtained for a 
conſiderable Time, yet an Alteration was made by 
the Aſſembly, anno 1578, which Aﬀembly voted 
and approved the ſecond Book of Diſcipline, Now; 
in the 7th Chap. ot that Book, Parag. 21ſt, accord- 
ing to the Edition printed at Edinburgh, anno 17223 
but the 3oth,according toSporeſiwnd's Church Hiſtory, 
P. 296, Who divides the larger Paragraphs into ſome 
leſſer ones; It is there determined, That none are ſub- 
gject to repair to this Aſſembly to vote, but ec- 
„ elefiaſtical Perſons, to ſuch a Number as ſhall be 
thought good by the ſame: Afembly,” Now 
Sporſevood acyuaints us, © That the Eſtates having no 
% Teifure that Year to peruſe the Book of Policy, 


gave k Commiſſion to diverſe of their Number to 


„ meet and confer with the Commiſſioners of the 
„ Church, and if they did agree, to inſert the ſamo 
« among the Acts of Parliament.” Now; rÞ4s Book 
of Policy, he ſays, he ſets down, as it was preſented 
with the Notes of their Apreement and Diſagree. 
ment, as they ſtand in the Original, which, Tays he, 
bade by me, b. 389. Now the Note in the Mar- 

in, With reſpedt tö the wh Paragtaph, is no more 
than this, that it was palled over; and the mares 


4s it appears to me, Was, that the: ſaid Meeting ha 

gen their Opinion thy upon that Head, in their 
Nate upon the 4th tele of the yth Chap: where 
it is fac, Ie Afembly bath baer 19 appoint 
ihe Het, Fims and Place for guet fer, Phe Ma- 
ginal Note upan this is fn thefe Words, Geuergl 
APt.1abljes aue, yearly 4 tir Majeſty's Aut borvty fo 
gore 1 >. H 
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zug inter poned, and from the General Aſſembly; 
Niablemen, and ſuch as pleaſe to come, ſhall not be ec. 
eluded, providing (N. B.) that fifteen only with 


Dis Majeſty's Commiſſioner, have Voice therein, But 


whether his Majeſty, or the Nobility themſelves 
were to have the Nomination may be a Queſtion; 
but to me it ſeems moſt 2 that the Nobility 
themſelves were to chuſe the fifteen; becauſe after 
wards, when in the Year 1698, the King had directed 
above forty Noblemen and Gentlemen to be ſent to 
the Aſſembly at Linliih gow, which met on the laſt. 
= Tucſday of, July, Mr. Calderwood, Church Hiſtory; 
p. 589, acquaints us, % That ſundry of the Miniſters 
« put Mr. Patrick Gallaway (for he moderated till 
*© 4 new Moderator was choſen) in Remembrance, 
* that only three Commiſſioners were granted to his 
© Majeſty by the Acts of the Aſſembly : Tho' the 
t ſecond. Boo 4 Diſcipline, and the Aſſembly ap: 
'* proving, made the foreſaid Determination;“ yet 
this was not obſerved by the Aſſembly, October 11 
for 1 find, by nag of the firſt Seſſion of that Al. 
ſembly in the Regiſter, that the Nobility ſent Com- 
miſſioners to that, Aſſembly; the Words are, There 
were conveened. Commiſſioners from the King, aud 
Commiſhoners. of Earls, Bothwell, Oe. Barons in 
great Number, and Miniſters. But the General Al- 
ſembly in the Year 1694, by an Att confirmed the 
above Determination of the ſecovd Book of Di 
cipline : For in the Aft, Aten the Repreſentation 
of Presbyterſes in the Aflembly, they ordained, 
e That ny Perfons ſhall be; admitted Members 9 
it Aſſemblies, but ſuch as ate eithet Miniſters ex 
it Ruling Elders”. Thus having laid. befere my 
leaders, What | have met With concerning: the Gun: 
litten of the General Afewbly, aneieatly with 
relpett te the Nobility. | hall proceed ty 7 
ad Agbreiten, which is, That ds the Parliament of 
Searland were wade up of Baran, who were the Re. 


prefuntatives of the Counties er bhixvs 1 lv our Nat 
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tional Aſſemblies were conſtituted of Barons, who 


were the Repreſentutives of the Shires, At firſt, they 


were elected in the Meeting of the Head Court of 
the Shire: $0 we are informed by Mr. Perrie, 
Chureh Hiſtory, Parte Ill. P. 3593 and the old Re- 
gitter bears,“ That they were added by the Super» 
_ * intendents,” For the Aſſembly held at St. Jobuſton, 
Anno 1563, Se 4th, ordain'd, © That every Superin- 
tendent cauſe warn the (N. B.) 8hires, Towns and 
« Pariſh Kirks, to ſend their Commilfionets to the 
* Aſſembly in Tithe et declating to them th 
„ Pime and Place.“ The! Shites were not keltrlete 
to any certalh Number bf Repreſentatives, For u great 
many Affemblies; in the tt Beffibn of the Alſemp ly, 
Deebmber ian they are marken thus 6% te. 
by 1 W4/6#t 0 1 97 900 the —_— did 
che thew 4 In the Aﬀembly, 9% 1564, they art 
tset Gef e In the N 
cen | $44, and Ae, Fans 1469, and AT 
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, e afe called Auger 
af Shiver q In em, Fhue 1906, . Ata 
une 1569, they arecalled Baroniy In the Aflkmbly, 


ly 1368, the Manner 6f their Bleftion was altered 
ur, as ey had been formerly choſen in the Head- 
Court of the Shire, that Aſſombly made a Regula- 
tlon for elefting them at the ſynedal Convention, 
he Regiſter bears, “ That it was unanimoull 
 yoted and concluded, that Miniſters and Commit. 
„ fioners (NV, F.) from Shires, fhall be ehofen at the 
„ (yn»dal Convention of the Dleeelfe, by the Con: 
„ fent of the Minifters, and (N. ,) of the Gentle: 
„men that ſhall conveen at the ſald ſynoda! Conven- 
„tion.“ It appears from this Act, that even at this 
Time the Gentlemen of the Shire were continued 
Electors of their Repreſentatives, tho' the Place of 
Election was altered by itz and it ſeems to be as 
plain from it, that it was not neceſſary that tho 
Gentlemen Electots ſhould be Elders, for it ſays, 
„That the Commillioners of Shires ſhall be choſen by 
: the 


. we 1 1 


of tho Shire, that came to the 
to give his Vote. Bur if any ſhall contend, chat thoſe 


_ King Fames VI. the laſt of 


the Gentlemen that ſhall conveen at the ſala ſynodal 
« Convention" fairly inſi i , that any — — 


ecting, was admitt 


Gentlemen were Eldersz then it muſt be yielded to 
me; that no other Elders were admitted to vote in 
the Election of the Repreſentatives, but ſuch El- 


de a Cote 8 having Eſtates in the Shire. 


But of late, Farmers, Merchants, and the like, are 
admitted to vote in the BleH4ivn of the — preſen- 


tatives of the Shire; and 1 they e buff ſume 


of theſr own Order, and are tap ht to 10 e vi 
— . ah By * this pn 26utt; 
liew from the Year 1568, gowg t6 1 
9 | 7 Vs yore many; it being g bp if een 
10 dare tt) Blies 1 N * " — 
fieftivn 6f eſe 19 Les the ot = ike 


eneept in wg oe Þ u tt Wark dawn the 91 — 


ur the Rm My fire, a eanſtituent 85 
7 1 Anh * bp bay 

fur Wl "Plan, a t js 55 ab- 

— un tu 55 King's ram th Vive 
own to the Year 1599, it Mi to have been ph 
ated, whether the Bynody of the Presbyterles ſhould 
e the BleQtors, or that the Praftice was not uniform z 
wn aceordingly in the Regiſter of the Aflemblles 
— theſs Years, the moſt frequent Way of the mark⸗ 
d firſt Seffion is, there were preſent the Com- 
2 or the Comm gener aud the Brethren, 


d further, to make this more clear z 1 obſerve, 


— one of the Fifty five Queſtions propeſed b 
bruary, Auno 1996, 
and 2 the new Calculation, A une 1597, to | be w. 
ſolved by the Cohvention of Eſtates, and 

Aſſembl . be holden at Perth, was, reſt 27th, 


„Who ſhould chuſe the Commiſſioners to come from 


« N. P.) each Shire to vote in the General Aſ— 
« ſembly ?” Mr. Calderwood, Church Hiſtory, P. 386, 
informs us, © That the Anſwer given by — 

5 crs 


General 


— — aͤ— — 


ES 5 
fers of Fife Nie ur 40 4% Fung \d Mr Caf" 
ue aaa has TN hs Aynlwers given hy anather; 
ham he Pee hate put Brother: And, . 491 tho 
Antwer af that Hruther was, „ 7 urles al 0 
white relpestive Phe Aſſembly at Dundee, May 
£599, duterinined this ue ſtlen acentding du the An 
wet of the Judiefons Brother foreſald, In the laſh 
He illon of that Aflembly, the Hlectlen of Commil: 
Hopes ko repreſent Bhires Was taken from the By- 
node, and placed in the Proebyteriesz for by this 
Time they were fully and regularly erested thro! the 
Nation: day ordaſned, “ Phat ons Commillioner 
* be directed from _ Precbytery in Name N H. 
af the Barons.“ In the Year ide, there was an 
omg held at Gla/zory, but an unlawful one: 
An Aſſembly that was condemned by. another Al- 
ſembly at Glaſgow, Anno 1638, becauſe it was not 
free. This is explained ta us by Mr. Calderwood, 
Church Hiſtory, p. 643, Whereas ( ſays he) the 
General Aſſembly ought not only to conſiſt of Mi- 
« ſters, but alſo of N. B.) Barons and Commiſſion- 
« ers from Burghs freely choſen, and a general In- 
® timation. ſhould be made for that Effet, that all 
1 that have Inteteſt, Appellants, Supplicants and 
« Complainers may be lawfully forewarned ; this Aſ- 
« ſembly was intimate only by Miſſives, to ſuch Mi- 
et niſters and Barons as it pleaſed the King, with 
«* the Advice of the Biſhops, to call to that Meets 
« ing.” We have the ſame Reaſoning brought for 
condemning. the Aſſembly held at Perth, Anno 
x618, in a famous Treatiſe publiſhed the Year fol- 
Jowing, with this Title; The Perth 4/embly, where- 
in the learned Author proves unanſwerably the Nul- 
lity of that Aſſembly, and the Unlawfulneſs of the 
Five Articles they had eſtabliſhed; and among the 
many Proofs he gives of the Nullity of, it he ad- 
vanceth one, from which it appears, that Shires were 
to have their Commiſſioners in the Aſſembly, and 
that they muſt be repreſented by Barons, choſen ag- 
. cording 


Phat at - gf | WW ardainy K ie 
that Harons ſhuuld be mien am VV It 
is Vow WI 184; t Dundee Mare 11910 
„% Aﬀer the Ful UVitablil monly of btesbyterles, if 
„ was appointed in Preſence of his Majeily, that 
„ (V. V.] Barons ſhould be choſen Commillianers 
with Conſent of Preabyteries, and that one (W. BY 
„e Baron ſhould be direfted out of the Bounds of 4 


1 — 
i" (6 ths AﬀMs of the TY ly | 35 he ſays, 


tt Pregbyteryz nevertheleſs in this Atte inbly, the 


„ Noblemen and Barons had Cemmiſſſen, neither 
„ according te the old Atts, ner the new.” t defeond 
to the Year 1638, when there was the Preſpect of a 


free and lawful General Affembly, whereof the 


Church had been deprived for the Space of 'Twenty 
fix Years, Before the Meeting of the Aſſembly at 
Glaſgoau, in the ſaid Year, the green Tables, which 
conſiſted of many well affected Noblemen and Gentle- 
men, with al great Number of the moſt eminent and 
beſt qualified Miniſters of the Church, who mightily 
and zealouſly endeavoured to bring about our ſecond 
Reformation; a Reformation from Epiſcopacy, the 


Book of Canons, the Service Book, the Five Ar- 
ticles of Perth, and the High Commiſſion Court; 


who likewiſe laboured to have the other Grievances 
redreſſed, under which the Church had been groan- 
ing for a long Time: Theſe worthy Patriots, both 

ot Church and State, agree to a Directory to be ob- 
| ſerved by Presbyterics, in chuſing of Members to that 
Aſſembly, becauſe they had been out of Uſe for 
— Years, to have General Aſſemblies rightly 
conſtitute, they ſent to them their beſt Informations 
and Caveatss That Directory conſiſted of Eight 
Articles, and the Third Article proceeds on the 
Footing of the Act of Aſſembly, Auu⁰ 1599, lt 
was, That every Church Seſſion ſen'l one (N. B.) 
of the moſt qualified Elders, the Day of chuſing 
'* Commiſſioners to the General Aflembly, that E, 
* commop Conſent of che Miniſters, and theſe BE. 
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e ders preſent in the Presbytery, there may be choſen 
© both the Commiſſioners for the Miniſters, and 


< alſo ſome well affected and qualified (N. B.) 
* Nobleman, or ſpecial Gentleman, being an Elder 


* of ſome particular 8 within that 
* Presbytery, in Name (N. B.) of the Barons; for 
* this is the Conſtitution of the Presbyteries (other- 
* wiſe called Elderſhips) appointed by the Church 
* in the Books of Diſcipline, and Acts of the Gene- 
ral Aſſembly, practiſed for many Years after the 
* Reformation, and ratified in the Parliament, the 
* 12th Parliament of King James VI. and never 


© ſince altered nor reſcinded; neither can be with 
_ * Reaſon altered, ſeeing that ſame is the Conſtitu- 
1 tion of the ſupreme and General Aſſemblies, and 


* of the Inferior and Church-Sesſions.“ This is a 
full and ſatisfying Account of the Conſtitution of Ge- 


neral Aſſemblies, as to Elders returned by Presby— 


teries. I have juſt now lying b*fore me the Roll of 
all the Members of the Adembly. nno 1638, 


which the Aſſembly, Anno 1639 took Exe to have 


printed, with the Anſwer to the Declinator, \and Pro- 
teſtation of the Biſhops, againſt the Aſſembly at 
Glaſgow z and at the End uf the printed Roll we 
have theſe Words, Reviſed according to td Ordi. 


wance of the General Ambly, by me Mr. A Johns 


Non Clerk thereto, Edinburgh February 12th} 1639. 


According to this Roll, there were Commisſioners 
ſent from no leſs than Fifty three Presbyteries ; the 
Elders they ſent, conſiſted of Noblemen, Knights, 
and other ſpecial Gentlemen, There were of the 
Nobility Sixteen, vis. according to the Order of the 
Roll of that Aſſembly, Famer Earl of Home, Fohn 
Lord Cranſton, John Lord Hay of Yeſter, William 
Earl of Lot hiau, John Lord of Balmer/uo, James 
Lord Johnſton, John Earl of i, John Lord 
T.ondon, the Earl of Eglington, John T.ord Sinclair, 
John Lord Lindſay. John Earl of Rorhes, Robert 
Lord Burley, James Earl of Montroſe, John __- 
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af Nene, and Fames Lord Conuper, There wers 
Nine Knights, 972. Sir David Hume of Wedder- 
burn, Sir #7llzam Donelas of Cavers, Sir John 
Ker of Cavers, Sir Patrick Hephburn of Wanghton 
Sir William Murray of Toughadàme, Sir William 
Baillie of Lamington, Sir George Stirling of Kier; 
Sir Gilbert Ramſay of Balmain; and Sir Fohn Mac- 
Kenzie of Tarbet. Aud of ſpecial Gentlemen of 
the beſt Fortunes an Eſtates, there were Twenty 
four, Andrew Ker-of Linton, George Dundas of 
that lIk, Fames Dorglas of Monſel, Willlam Fer. 
gr/jon of Craigdaroch, John Charteris younger of 
 Ampzifielt, Alexander Gordon of Earlſton, Anarew - 
Agnew of Lochnaw, Rolers Adair of Kinhilr, 
Archibald Campbell of Kilmun, Walter Mac Aula 
of Ardiucaple, John Brisbane of Biſtoptoun, Mil- 
ham Baillie of Carphin, Alungo Campbell Fiar of 
Lacvert, David Graham: of Fentrie, Jamef Lyon 
of Aldbar, Fames een of that Ilk, Alexande: 
Frazer of Fillo®th, Mr. Mirbael Elphinſton „f 
Balabegi Walter Barclay of Towte, William Roſy of 
Clava, James Frazer of Bray, Jobu Aſonro of Lym- 
lair, Georg” Gordon Brother to the Earl of Surher- 
land, and John Murray of Penland. There was not 
one Farmer, Mehanick, or any 'of the meaner Sort 
ſent from Presbyteries to this Aſſembly. This is 4 
Demonſtretion, that the! Barrotis and Shires were re- 
reſented in the Aſſembly: Now, that Aſſembly 
being conſtituted of the moſt conſiderable of the No- 
| bility and Gentry, gave a great Weight to that RS. 
formation they had eſtabliſhed ; and effeQually dif. 
couraged many and powerful Oppoſers it had, ſo that 
they were not able to overturn it! But the Ruin of 
that Bſtabliſhment was much owing to ourſelves, I 
mean, tho unhappy Differences between the Pro- 
teſtors and publick Reſolutioners | „ 
When Presbyteries did chuſa the Elders, that were 
to be directed to the ge prey» it was cuſtomary to 
make a Leet of Perſons ** eſt Rank. Of 9 
| | E 


ſhall give ſome Inſtances, from which my Aſſertion 
will receive a further Confirmation. . When the Preſ- 
bytery of Peebles conveened for chuſing their Com- 


miſſioners to the Aſſembly, Anno 1638, they put 


upon the Leet the following Gentlemen, Slachl ar- 
ron, Pofſo, and Sir David Murray of Sranhope : 
And the Laird of PS was choſen (N. B.) for the 
Gentry 3 ſo it js in the Regiſter of that Preabytery, 
October 1. 1638. But this was not peculiar to this 
Presbytery 3 for the Presbytety of Haddtngron, * 
30. Hons 641, made a Leet of Three, the Lor 
Maitland, the Lord Teſter, and the Laird of Conyte- 
ton. In June 29. 1642, the Barhuf Lauderdale, the 
Lord Maittand, and the Laird of Preſton were put 
en the Leet! And in Peeember 1645, the Harl of 
Fatderdate, Bord Hlibaub, and the Lon of Preftous 
age were put on the Peet), Theſe Inftances are 
wificient for ſnftrutting the above Alledgance, 

Hut as the Riders diretted from Vreabyteries to eur 
Aſſemblies were Nublemen, of fame ſpecla! Gentle- 
men, ſa thoſe Blders that Jained with Miniſters in 
their Ele&ion were of the ſame Rank, Pis true, 
that the Pables in the above cited Directory, call 
them the moſt qualified Elders, But I have Ground 
ſufficient to explain this Phraſe of the Noblemen and 
Gentlemen Elders; for the Biſhops, in their De- 
elinature of the Aſſembly 1638, os wy as a Ground 
of it, That the Miniſters aſſociated to themſelves a 
«* Ruling Elder out of every Pariſh to the Presbytery, 
«© who being Lord of the Pariſh, or Man of greateſt 
« Authority in the Bounds, doth over rule them by 
© their Authority,” But this Alle/gance is all a 


Pretence; the Truth is that that which touched the 


Biſhops in a molt ſenſible Manner, and in a very ten- 
der Part, was the Nubility and Gentry, their vigoraus 
and firm puſhing for a R formation, a Redreſs of the 


_ Church's Grievances, and a Freedom from the Yoke 


of Prelacy. They would not have been much afraid 
of a General Afſcmbly, had the Elders been of the 
Ei: | : meaner 
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meaner Sort; but when the moſt econſiderable ot the 
Nobility and Gentry were conſtituent Members of 
that Aſſembly, this filled them with ſuch Dread and 
Terror of their Overthrow, that this was what they 
complained chiefly of. To this I add the Repl 

made in the Anſwer to the Declinature of the BY 
ſhops, Pp. 23. lt were abſurd, to ſee the Nobility 
* and Gentry belt skilled for Government ſet aſide, 
U and the (NV. BY.) meaner Sort, not ſo well educats 
* and able, to rule over them. — Tis a needleſs Fear, 
„e that they will oyer tule the Presbytery by theit 
„Authority, Minifters moderating the Meeting, 
Rd going betors them in Realoning and Voirihgs 

1 find from the Revitter of the Fforefaid 3 of 
tPeebler, Of6ber 1: 1648, that there Were preſent the 
following Hilders of the Nubility and Gentry, the 


Karl of __ the Ford Ne, Bir David Mira 
Fay of ail 


oþe, Rlaebbarrent, Pao, Gen, Ca 
Aronde : Hut the Repiiter gives not an Account wha 
were the ather Elders at that Meeting. If it ſhall bs 
again alledged, “ Phat this was an extraordinary Oc 
"caſion, and that therefore a ſpecial Care was taken, 
" to have Perſona of the beſt Rank Members of Pref. 
« bytcries, and of that General Aſſembly.” I anſwer 
firſt, That it was pot peculiar to the Afſembly, Anno 
1638, ta be conſtituted of Elders of ſuch high Rank; 
the Aſſemblies ſucceeding this, till the you 16495 
were conitituted after the ſame Manner. this our 
Enemies greatly complained, as a dead Weight and a 
heavy Load upon them: There was nothing more 
gravaminous to the Biſhops than this. Biſhop Max- 
wel, the Author of the Burden of Iſſac har, or the y- 
rannical Power ana Practices of the presbyrertal 
Government jn Scotland, printed Anno 1646, com- 
plained, That even then the Aſſembly was conſtituted 
zuſt as the Aſſembly 1638. For he ſays in p. 48. of 
that Libel, “ The General Aſſembly hath in it now 
© the prime Noblemen of the Kingdom, Dukes, 
Marquiſſes, Earls, _—_— the moſt active and 
| Sg 3 
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e Knowing Knights of Countries and Eſquires, and 
* tho wiſe Citizens and Corporations, arid theſe in the 
Capacity of Ruling Elders a2dly, It was not pecu- 
Liar to that Juncture; for Presbyteries to have Ruling 
Elders of the beſt Rank Members of this Court, 
when they were to chuſe Commiſſioners to the Af 
ſembly, Anno 1638; but it ſeems to have been con- 
ſtituted of ſuch Elders, from the Time that Presby- 
teries were firſt erected. The Author of the Anſwer 
to Mr. Forbes of Croſe his Peaceable Warning, 5. 
acquaints us, That the Presbytery of Edznburgh 
4 was erected Anno 1 581, conſiſting of Fifteen or 


Sixteen Miniſters of the adjacent Kirks, within 


„% Four or Five Miles of the Presbytery Seat, and 
« ſome Barons and Gentlemen out of every Kirk for 
« that EfeR.” The Author of rh Order and Go- 
Dderumeut of he Cpirch of Scotland, printed Anno 
i641, Who is ſuppoſed to be Mr. Alexander Hender- 
fon, p. 46. ſhows how Presbyteries were then conſti- 
tuted, when he relates, © That beſide the Miniſter 
«.or the Miniſters of the Congregation, who are ſup- 
< poſed to be perpetual Members of the Presbytery, 
„ fome of (N. F.) ſpecial Note, choſen out of the 
«© Elders, and by them; who receiving. from them 
_ © Commiſſion, may copreſent..the Whole.” In the 
Year 1649, Doctor Bramball Biſhop of Londonderry, 
publ:ſhed in Holland a ſeditious Pamphlet, entituled, 


A fair Warning againſt the Scots Diſcipline. But 


aſſoon as this Pamphlet came abroad, Mr. Robert 
Baillic, who was then one of the Commiſſioners at- 
tending the King at the Hague, printed his Rewzew 
of it: And in P. 50. ſhews, that at that Time the El- 


ders (ent to Presbyteries, were Perſons of the beſt 


Rank. He ſays, The alaſſical Presbytery does con- 
** Git ordinarily of Fifteen Miniſters at leaſt, and Fif— 
* tren of (V. F.) the moſt qualified Noblemen, 
Gentlemen, and Burgeſſes, which the Circuit of 
* Fifreen Pariſhes can afford.” I am far from main- 
taining, that the Hlders in Country Pariſhes were all 


1 


entle - 


* 
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Gentlemen; but I will adventure to aſſert, That the 


Elders ſent to Presbyteries and Synods were always 


Gentlemen, where they could be had. The th 
Cueſlion, of the Fifty five propoſed by King James, 


was this, Should not the Elders and Deacons of each 


« particular Seſſion have Vote in the Presbyteries, or 
© the Paſtors only?“ Mr. Calderwood, Church Hiſtory, 
P. 389, ſets down the Anſwer of ſome Miniſters of 
Fife, which was, The Elders allo, having Commil- 


& fon from their Seſſion, in Matters (N. S.) of Man. 


« ners; where they reſtrict their Votes to the cen- 


ſuring of ſcandalous Perſons, And þ. 351, he ſets 


down the Anſwer of another judicious Brother, which 
was, © The Paſtors only; for (/ays hp) the Elders 


< voting paſſęth not out of their own particular Seſ- 


& ſions. But I am much inclined to underſtand 


both theſe Anſwers, of Country Elders, who have 
not Education fitting them for acting a Part in Presby- 
reries and Synods; and it is evident and certain, from 


the above Accounts, that Presbyteries did conſiſt of 


Elders that were Noblemen, or Gentlemen, or Bur- 


| gefles, who are all ſuppoſed to be better qualified, I 


already obſerved from the Anſwer to the Declinature 
of the Biſhops, that it is there ſaid, That it were ab- 


ſurd to ſee the meaner Sort, who are not well educated; 
or able for Government, rule over the Nubility and 
Gentry, It is undeniable, that the Generality of 


Country Elders know little, very little of the dif- 
ficult Points of Diſcipline, of the Affairs of Church- 
Government, and of the controverted Points of Doc- 
trine which are treated upon in Presbyteries and Sy- 
nods. We may aſſure ourſelves, that a Government 
managed by unskiltul and ignorant Rulers, will ſoon 
come into Contempt, and be diſregarded. 

I muſt now paſs over g good Number of Years, 
wherein we had no General Aſſemblies, from the 
Year 1649, we had not, till after the late happy Res» 
xolution. And here 1 am able as clearly to demon- 
Qrate, that the Elders returned frum Presbyteries to 


* 


thy 


| 
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the Aſſemblies, were ſuch as repreſented the Barons. 
I have conſulted the Regiſters of the Aſſemblies, 
Anno 1690 and 1692 3 and I find, that in the Aſſe m- 
bly 1690, the Elders who were directed from Presby- 
teries, many of which were then united, becauſe of 
the Rarity of Miniſters were Perſons of Rank. There 
were Two of the Nobility, the Earl of Crawford and 
the Earl of Surherland, Two Senators of the College 
of Juſtice, Lord Abernuehil and Lord Halcr azg 
Eight Knights, Sir Alexander Coctburn of Langton, 
Sir John Rid del of that Ik, Sir Archibald a 
of B/1ckbarony, Sir Andrew Arnew of Lochnaw, Sir 
Thomas Stenart of Coltneſs, Sir Colin anpbell of 
| Aradkinleſt, Sir David Arnot and Sir 75h Eyrikine 
of Balgonie And Thirty eight ſpecial Gentlemen, 
Ramſay of Eidingron, Pringle of Greenknow, Glad: 
lanes of Mia., Scot of Mull, Brown of Rlackburn, 
H-pburn of Beanſton, Laird of O-miſton, Laird of 
Pennieonth Finer M Lig, 4 chibald Muir, 
Baillie of Lamiriran, Donuylar of Britt, Ramſay 
of Blactcrain, Dr inmond of Ralca , Dr 1mmond 
of Comvie, Gourlie of K & taroch, . of Dal- 
keith, Irvize of Droumentiron, Murdoch of Cumiod- 
den, Laird of NNW, Laird of Gairarie, Gordon of 
Larguoir, Fairly uf PBrnifield, Crawford of 
GCrawfrdland, Campbell of Waterhanſe, Hamilton 
of Gr411gs, Horton of Fobnton, Mute of G,. 
flo, Hint gt of Barns, Liird of Aten head, Lalrd 
of /ig, Hani ton of Brymer, Laird of Nane bs 
ton, Laird of Kl, Sp#rtle of Eenehar, Marth of 
$4 ubrae, Campuett of M, and % of Brace. 
Amma all ns from Prosgykerſes, there ls not ons 
Farmer or Machanſck, | have lying before ms the 
Rall of the next Aſfembly, which held at B: 


bureh, January £5: 1692 ln which | abſerve, that 
the Riders diracted fram it, were of the ſame Deno⸗ 
mination with thoſe in tha Aſſembly, Anne 1690. 
The Kogiſter of the Actings and Proceedings of our 
 ATomblics, from tho 1692 to the 102, bein 1 — 
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ſumed by a Fire which broke out in the Zawn- ur- 
ket, I have not the Opportunity of know ing who were 
the conſtituent Members of theſe Aflemblies, But 


I am certain, that there is nothing to be found in the 


publick printed Acts, from which we cap infer, that 
our Church has done any I hing to the Prejudice of 


the Rights of the Barons. I have been at Pains to 


inſpeQ the Regiſters, to knew if our Aſſemblies, fot 


a good Number of Years, after the Year 1962, were 


conſtitured of Elders directed from Presbyteries of 
any other CharaRterz and aſter the Search 1 have 
made, | cannot obſerve any Vatjation that is of Mo- 
ment : | know that T'wo or Three Presbyteries, that 


have ſent Prubationers, as their Elders to the Aﬀdems 
bly z but this I muſt impute either to their not know». 


ing the Conſtituticn, ur to the Scarcity of Elders of 
the foreſuid Rank, or their Urwillivpneſs to be at 
the Charges of attending the Aſſin bly z but till of 


late, | never knew Elders of the n eaner Sort, whoſe. 


Education cannot be ſuppoſed to have pin them 
for judging in our Aſſemblies, ſent as Conmiſſionerd 
to them. | 


Upon this Head, of Eldets ſent from Presbyteriee; 


I have another Obſervation to make, and that is con- 
cerning the Changes that have bee made as to the 
Number bf them, And here 1 notice, that for many 
Yeats, there Was no Restriction of the Nun ber of 
the Repreſentatives of Shites in bur AM mblies! 
There Was H66 til) the Year 1990, when the Aﬀeny 
bly held at Hunde made the felle v Repulation, 
® Beeaiſe (ſay they there has been he Order ſet down 
 hitherts anent V Bo the Number of Comp ffle⸗ 
't ners to be direfted from every Presbytery te the 
„ Aﬀemblyz therefore As latte and ordained, That 


« In all Time coming, Three of the wilei! and praveſt 


„of the Brethren be directed frem every Fivebyiery 
„to the Aﬀembly,—— and likewiſe that one be di- 
* refted from every Presbyiery in Name (NV. H.) of 
* the Barons.“ And this Regulation ena 25 
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every Presbytery; and ſo it was in our Aſſemblies till 


Foll Force and Vigor, till the unlawful Aſſemblies 
hat introduced e have obſerved already, 
that the Aſſembly 1638 had one Elder directed from 


the 1650, the there had been a Neſign in the Year 
1647, to make an Alteration, as to the Number, 


which we have contained in the DireHory for Church ll + 
Government, and Ordination of Miniſters, which war ö 
compoſed by the Weſtminſter Aſſembly. This Di. j 
rectory being ſent to our Aſſembly, Arno 1647, it 0 
was ordered in the 25th Son of that Aſſembly to 
be printed, that It m ihe be examined by Preabyteric e 
afainlt the next Aﬀembly, The Alteration they þ 
1A. was, That there ſhall be an equal Number n 
of Elders out of every Corhty, Thelr Words arc, WW 
The national Am conſiſts of Aliniſiert and RN | 
ling Hlaers, delegated from each provineial Aen. f. 
bly, tbe Number of «whiob Delegates, ſhall be 4 hre 21 
Aliniflers and Three Ruling Elders out of every N 
Province, By this Directory, the Synode, and nl + 
the Presbyteries, were to make this Delegation; and 0 
inſtead of one Elder for Three Miniſter, as bur Con r. 
ſtitution and Practice had been, they make the Nun it 
ber of Miniſters and Elders equal, Three of each Þ 
Order. In this Matter, they did indeed agree wi WM ſe 
the Diſcipline of the reformed Churches of Franc, w 
Chap. 9. Can. 3d, where it is orddined, That the te 
** Brethren aſſembled in evety provincial Synod, ſhall th 
" chuſe out only Two Miniſters and Elders, who a th 
„ Perſons of great Experience in Church-affairs, . U 
be ſent in Name of the whole Province?“ When C 
they ordain,“ That the Synods make the Delegation WM ex 
« and chuſe Two of each Order,” Pardi van, MI be 
his Collection, p. o, thinks, That this Equalii G. 
„is but reaſonable, when Presbyteries, the Conſt ni. 
- * tuents of General Aſſemblies, do conſiſt of Mime di 
* ſters and Ruling Elders equally; that they ſhoull]M re: 
be equally repreſented there likewiſe.” And . 7:8 wt 


e maintains, That there ſhould be no r 
| cc ut 
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* but from Presbyteries:” And thus he cuts off both 
Royal Burrows and Univerſities from ſending Depu- 
ties to our Aſſemblies, But our Church could never 
be of the Opinion, that it was reaſonable, that the 
Number of Elders ſhviild be'equal to that of Mint. 
ſters in the General Aflembly: And 1 ſuppoſe the 
Reaſon is, becauſe a Presbytery, with reſpect tb the 
Miniſters within its Bounds, is a radical Judicutory 
Miniſters being conſtant and neceſſary Members of 
that Court, and need no Commiſſion, they being at 
their Ordination of Admiſſion into the Miniſtry; res 
ceived as Members: of it, But the Preabytery, with 
reſpe&t to Ruling Elders, is but a delegate Court 
none of them being Members, but by a Gommiſfion 
from their reſpective Seffions, which makes 4 great 
Difference between Miniſters and Blders, The Af- 
ſembly, Anne 1648, $Sef: 4th, referred the Confideras 
tlen of this Directory to thelr Committee far publick 
Matters, that they might take in the Reports from 
2 ſeyeral Presbyteries concerning it : But it would 
dem, that the Presbyterles did not reliſh this Alte- 
ration, and that their Opinion was not favourable to 
it: For in the 31ſt Heſion, they continued the 
Examination of the Directory till the next Afſ- 
ſembly z- and when the Aſſembly, Anno 1649, 
was held, I cannot learn either from their prin- 
ted Acts, or the Index of the unprinted Ones; 
that they came 2 Agreement for approving of 
that Directory; and thus that Part of the intended 
Uniformity between Scotland and Frigland, as to 
Church Matters was dropt, becauſe of ſeveral Things 
exceptionable in that Directory; and in particular, 
becauſe it propoſed; that the Number of Elders in 
General Aſſemblies ſhould be equal to that of Mi- 
niſters. But as the Weſtminſter Aſſembly and ours 
differed in this Point, ſo both diſagreed from the Di- 
rections of the Engliſh Parliament, Auguſt 19th, 1545, 
who determined, That in all Aſſemblies, there 
** all be two Ruling — to one Miniſter ;” for 
N 5 | Wi 


Ad for ſettling the Peace and Nuit of t 


C403. 

in Eugtand they had heen (trangely appreffbd by the 
3 af Argnhiſhap Land 2 his Hi h 
Church Party and Fattion : But tho” gur Aſſemblies 


could nat aſſunt to the Propoſal of the Weſtminſter 


Aſſembly, nor go in with the Directlon of the 


Engliſh Parliament 4 yet when the Parliament of Foot 
land, anio 1693, in their Act June tath, entituled, 

be Churoh, 
recommended to the firſt Afembly that was to be 
called, to appoint Miniſters to be ſent ay Commiſ- 
fieoners from every — not in equal Numbers, 
which is manifeſtly unegual where Prethyteries are 
fo, but in due Proportion to the Churches and Pa- 
riſher within every Presbytery, The General Aſ- 
ſembly which met, anno 1694, did accordingly en- 
large the Proportion at to Miniſters in ſome —— 
teries, and diminiſh it in others. The Presbytery 
of Dunbar, for Inſtance, which conſiſts but of Ten 
Miniſters, had formerly a Right to ſend Three Mi- 


niſters, by that Act can ſend only Two, the Presby- | 


tery of Perth can ſend Four, and the Presbytery of 
Edinburgh can ſend Six, tho' formerly each could 


return no more than Three. But that which I notice 
chiefly here is, thar tho' the parliamentary Recom- 


mendation was only with reſpect to the Number of 
Miniſters, yet that Aſſembly did likewiſe enlarge 
and proportion the Repreſentation with reſpe& to 
Ruling Elders ; ſo that by this AR, the Presbytery 
of Perth can now ſend Two Elders, and. the Presby- 
of Edinburgh Three ; whereas formerly, each could 
only ſend One: So that conform to the Repreſenta- 
tion proportioned by this Act, the Number of Mi- 
niſters delegated from Presbyteries to the next Aſ- 


ſembly, was one Hundred and Eighty, and Sixty eight 


Ruling Elders, which, with Sixty ſeven ſent from the 
Royal Burrows; make in all one Hundred and 
Thirty five Elders ; ſo that at that Time the Nu ms 
ber of Miniſters in the Aſſembly was ſuperior to 


that of Blders by Forty five ; but ſince that Time 


the 


the Number of Pregbyrerice la she resſüd, they naw 
make Seventy five: And according ta the Propartian 

made by the Act of Aſſumbly, %u 1694, there | 
Commillian given by Presbyterles to und Hundred. 

and Ninty one Miniſters, and Eighty five Rulin 

Kldere, who with Sixty ſeven Elders from Roya 
urrows, Will make one Hundred and Fifty two; fo 
that the Number of Miniſters ia ſtill ſuperior to that 
of Elders in our Aſſomblies, by Thirty nine ; and 
the Number of both Miniſters and Elders, if all 
ſhould attend, will amount to three Hundred and 
Forty three, beſides Five Commitlfioners directed from 
— niverſitics and Colleges, as we ſhall ſee after- 
Wards. | 0 
Thus by a long Deduction, I have not only given 
an Account of the various Changes and Alterations, 
as to the directing of Ruling Elders from Presby- 
teries to the General Aſſembly: But I have demon- 
ſtrated from the moſt authentick Vouchers, that as 
Shires were repreſented in Parliament by Barons; 
ſo by our ecclehaſtical Conſtitution, that Shires, or 
theſe Parts af Shires that make up the Precin& or 
Bounds of Presbyteries, were repreſented all along 
in our Aſſemblies, by Barons or Freeholders in the 
Shires; and that theſe Elders that were, and are to 
be ſent from Presbyteries, are the Repreſentatives 
of the Shires in our Aſſemblies. But of late, many 
Presbyterics, withaut any Act of Aﬀembly, have in- 
novared the Conſtitution, and altered the uninterrup- 
ted Practice, by chuſing Elders of the meaner Sort, 
who are not Heriters or Barons, I would call this a 
groſs Innovation, a manifett A of Injuſtice done to 
the Shires and Barons, and a forcible invaſion upon 
their Right; if theſe who have done it, did kyow 
the Conſtitution (for I am ſuſpicious, that there are 
£00 many unacquainted' with itz) Did they know it, 
what a Reproach muſt it be on them who have 
brought to our Aſſemblies ſome Elders, who are of 
the meaneſt of the Wr who know very little of 
2 our 


be truly uſeful to the 


68 ) 
dur Diſcipline and Government, but vote implicitely, 
as they ſee others voting before them; whereby well 


affected Noblemen, Senators of the College of Ju- 


ſtice, Knights, and other Gentlemen of great Merit 
and Sufficiency, who, by their ſuperior Knowledge, 
and good Education, would be very aſſiſting to the 
Church in all Caſes of Moment and Difficulty: And 
ſince (as I have obſerved) the Tables aſſerted, That 
this is a Conſtitution, that hangs upon the Authorit 
of Parliament and General Aſſemblies, that (N. B.) 
cannot in Reaſon be altered or reſcinded; Muſt it 
not then be very ſurpriſing, for any Presbytery at their 
own, Hand, td alter and reſcind it by the Power of 
ſuperior Votes, ſome of which are implicitely given? 
Is not this contrary to all Reaſon? Is not this an 
Infringement of Civil and Eccleſiaſtical Authority? 
Is not this to keep out from our Aſſemblies, ſuch as 
have a Right to be there, and to intrude others into 
their Raom, who have none, I mean, to repreſent 
—_— = | 
This Right of the Nobility and Gentry being ſo 
evident and certain, they will, no doubt, after it is 
made out ta belong to them, claim it, and contribute 
theit good Offices, in ordering and managing the Af. 
airsof the Church, for raiſing the Honour, and ſecuring 
the valuable Intereſts thereof: Surely they will be 


careful to tranſmit it to Poſtetity after them; this 


they will do the rather, that there ſeems to be a De- 
ſign upon Foot, thro' many Parts of the Nation, to di- 
miniſh the Intereſt of the Elders of the beft Rank in 
our Judicatoriesz who, by their high Quality, their 
liberal Education, and Hank Knowledge, are fit to 
be Church? And at the ſame 
Vime, to bein others into their Room, who are re- 
markable chieſly for a flaming Zeal, that is not con- 
ducted with Knowledge and Diſcretion, The glo- 
rioys Appearances the Nobility and Gentry mads at 
the Beginning of the Reformation, and their eminent 


Fervices in carrying it on, and preſerving it upon ma- 


ny Occaſions with their Lives and Fortunes, wher: 
the Church was in the utmoſt Danger, ſhould never 
be buried in Oblivion; and far leſs ſhould the Rights 
of their Poſterity be invaded. 8 
In the Infancy of our Reformation, the few Prote- 
ſtant Miniſters, who had the Honour of being the 
Inſtruments of it, had the Bleſſing of GOD upon' 
their miniſterial Labours, in which they. were ſo ſuc- 
| ceſsful, as to bring over many Proſelytes and Con- 
verts to the true Chriſtian Faith, and the pure Wor- 
mip of GOD. But then they were for many Years 
grievouſſy dppreſſed and cruelly "perſecuted : Not 
| only were their humble Petitions for Liberty to ſerve 
GOD, according to the Light of their Conſciences; 
and the Directions of the Holy Scriptures, diſregard- 
ed, but they themſelves were threatned with the 
Moſt dreadful Severities and Sufferings 3 nay, theſs 
were inflicted moſt unmercifully: And they having 
no Hope of Relief, or ſeeing an End of them, cer- 
tain Noblemen and Gentlemen, who had aſſembled 
with themito worſhip GOD, according to the Mans 
ner which they rightly judged to be moſt agreeable 
to his Word, and mo 4 — to GOD, thought it 
their Duty to keep Aſſemblies and Conventions alſo 
with them, for conſulting on the beſt Ways and 
Means of delivering themſelves, and a deluded Na- 
tion, from Antichriſtian Ignorance and Error, Super- 
Rition and Idolatry, being encouraged? thereto by the 
Promiſe of our Saviour, Marth. xvitii ao. That where 
Two or Three are gathered together in bis Name, 
there he will be in the Midſt of them, They con» 
ceived they had as good and ſufficient Warrant to do 


| 

ſo, as the primitive Paſtors of the Chriſtian Church z 
a and the firſt Chriſtians, for the _ of Three hun- 
. dred Years, had to do the ſame Thing, without the 
; Countenance and 1 of the civil Magiſtrate, 
t at that Time moſt fierce Enemies of the Chriſtian 
l Religion, and bloody Perſecutors of their beſt Sub» 
. jects, the true Profeſſors of it. It was on this Foot- 
ö i 


» 
4 * Ing 
| : N. 


WO, 


Pen; he thought he would do much, if he could 


has put the worlt Colours upon the Actings of our 


liſhed a great many uſeful Things in his Hittory, it 
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ing alſo, that the Reformation from Popiſh Tdolatry Ml T, 
in Worſhip, and the Errors of the Church of Rome, W 


in Matters of Faith, was undertaken and carried on m 
in Germany, France, Holland, and other Parts : Now 
from both theſe molt laudable and excellent Prece- fo 


| dents, our pious and wiſe Reformers did copy, and B. 


id no longer wait for the Approbation ot the Popiſh da 
owers : But having a conſiderable Body of the No- W 
ility and Gentry joining them, they went on in their Wl , 


lefſed Deſign, committing them elves and their w- 
Cauſe, the Cauſe of GOD, to the divine Gate and il 


Proteftion - x 
Now, had the Author of the Hi/tory of the Affairs IM Gr 
Gbureb and State iu Beotland which he publithed % 

4 Year age, WBO as | am told, is a Proteftant Elek- WM a, 

yang) Sttende te thefs ybvinus Theughts Just now Ml eas 
agefted, he had heen more W of throwing gut Wl wa 
ſo many unſuſt Aſperſlun, te blacken the Memory WM Po 

and Name of theſe warthy Reforme s, thoſe nabls 464 

Peers, and hangurable Gentlemen, wha diſtinguiſhod WM Ch, 

themſelves ſa eminently inthe Cauſe of Proteftantiſm, 8 

A little Reflection would va ve ſuggeſted to him, that “ / 

what he was writing, did equally militate againſt the 

firſt Preachers of the Religion of JESUS, and their “ 4 

Followers, and the Management of the Reformers in “ o 

many other Places of Europe: Theſe Caln mnies are 

ſo black and ill natured, that I know of no Agent for 

Rome, that has thrown out worſe, Biſhop Spora/- 

Wood, who lived much nearer to theſe Times, does 

not, as | remember, let ſuch Aſperſions fall from hit 


ſhow, that our Reformation was brought about by 
reſerving ſtill an Epiſcopacy in the Church, wherein 
= has exceedingly fail'd. But this late Hiſtorian 


Refor mers, and would blaſt their Characters and Re 
Putation. In fine, Tho' he has preſerved and pub: 


will be eternally branded by all true Proteſtants, - 1 
235 „ 2 | Libe 
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Libel and Satire upon the Reformation, and thoſs 
whom G OD hunoured, by employing as his Inſtru . 
ments, in bringing it about. | 
The Nobility and Gentry having eſpouſed the re« 
formed Intereſt, they entered into a ſolemn Outh and 
Bond, tu aſſiſt one another in the Cauſe of Religion, 

dated at Fdinburgh, Dece mber Fl Anno 135 The 
Words are, We promiſe before ihe Majeſly of GOD, 

and his Congregation, that we, by his Grace, ſhat 
with all Diligence, rontinnally appty off whole 
Potter, Subſtance, and ohr very Lever, to maintain 
itt foreard, and eftatiifh the maſt if d Word of 
609, 4d hi! erer 3 au [Fall labors, at 
HE or Hotſt/ itt, te hade fat Mnifters, thuty 
aud purety t Minifler CHRIST 's Goſpel: aud 


eser Member thersgf at or Whole Power, aud 
Nag eur fivef, agalufl Satan, aud ai wicked 
Peer, that doth inteud Jpraumy aud Trouble 
1 aiuft the faid Congregation, &, Sporifevcrd 
1 Wl Churobr Hiſtory, ſays, B. 117, „ That the principal 


„ Subſeribers were Archibald Harl of Argyle, Alea- 
'" anger Earl of Gleucairu, Jame Earl of Morton, 
* HArobilald Lord Lorn, James Sandilanas of Cal- 
* der, John Erskine of Dun, und William Maitland 


n ot Lethiugton younger 

re From this Date, the Body of thoſe whb. profefled 
or the reformed Religion, were termed the Congrega - 
tion, to. diſtinguiſh themſelves from thoſe that were 
en of the Rome Church and Communion in Scotland: 
is And the Nobility and Barons, who entered into this 
Id Bond, and ſubſcribed it, were called h Lords of the 
dy Wl Congregarzon ; that is, the chief Members of it, and 


its Protectors and Defenders. In the following Sum- 
an mer, they got many of the moſt conſiderable Perſons, 
ur chro' all Parts of the Kingdom, to ſubſcribe likewiſe. 
le About this Time, Queen Eliſabeth in Fneland, 
zb- {Wobſcrving the great Figure and reſolute Stand they 
it made, entered into a Treaty and League with them 
And at their earneſt Deſire, ſent unto Scotlaud an 
"8 Army 


* ( 72 ) : I, 
Army of Six thouſand Foot and Twelve hundred 
Horſe, under the Command of the Duke of Norfolk 
and Lord Gray to ſupport them; and ſhe ceaſed not 
to give her ſeaſonable Aſſiſtanee, till ſhe obliged the 
Queen Regent to make a Peace with them, and to 
call a Parliament for ſettling Religion” 5 
In this Patliament, which was held Auno 1360, 
the Lords of the Congregation got the publick Gon- 
Jeſſion of Faith ratified and confirmed. And after 
this, when the reformed Intereſt was at any Time 
on the declining, our Aſſemblies had their Recourſe 
io the Nobles and Barons, as the fit and proper Per- 
look under GOD to ſupport iii. 
The Aﬀembly, Fune 1567 ſent Miſſives to the 
Earls, Lords and Barons, to conveen with them in 
the Month of July thereafter, that a perpetual 
« Order may be taken for the Liberty:of. the Kirk, 
* and recommend to them in the Name of TRE 
4 EERNAL GOD, the building of the ruinous Houſe 
of GOD in this Nation: And- accordingly there 
conveened no Jeſs than Ten of the Nobility, and Fifty 
two of the chief Barons in the Nation, and agreed to 
the following ſolemn Reſolution, and ſubſcribed the 


ſame. *© The Nobility, Barons, and other underſcri- 


« bing, in the Preſence of GOD have faithfully pro- 
t miſed to conveen themſelves together with their 
% Power and Force, and there: to begin to root out, 
< deſtroy, and allanerly to ſubvert all Monuments 
« of Idolatry, and namely.the odious blaſphemous 
c Maſs, and thereafter to go forward throughout this 
« haill Realm to all and ſundry Places, wherever 
& Idolstry was foſtered, haunted and maintained; 
4 and chiefly where Maſs is ſaid, to execute the Re- 
« formation foreſaid, without Exception of Place or 
« Perſon, and ſhall to the uttetmoſt of their Power 
© extirpate: all Idolatry, and others that are not 
* admitted to the Miniſtry of the Kirk, from all Func+ 
* tion thereof, as well private as publick, that they 
„ hinder not the Miniſtry any manner of *. in 

. 5 their 


> 
* their Vocations and in Place of the Premiſes, fet 
up and eſtabliſh the true Religion of JESUS 
„% CHRIST thoughout this haill Realm, by plantin 
of Superintendents, Miniſters and others, needfil 
Members of the Kirk, ſeeing the Hoſt of the 
% LOK. ſhall paſs thro' the whole Country to this 
i Effect, and alſo ſhall proceed to the Puniſhment of 
„ Idolacers, according to the Laws thereupon pro- 
< nm fre ©. „ 
When the Aſſembly, Anno 1581, had the Plan of 
Presbyteries under Conſidetation, they delayed to 
make any Act about it, tho' ſent them by the King, 
till it was ſent to the Nobles and Barons for their 
Opinion, which being afterward made known to the 
Aſſembly Presbyteties were appointed to be erekted, 
which Appointment the Nobles and Barons ſpeedily 
executed beyond the ExpeQation. of all, as Mr. 
James Melvil acquaints us in the Place already 
quoted. And in a Word, they did not ceaſe to give 
their helping Hand for bearing down of Popery, and 
advancing the reformed Intereſt, till they got the, 
Diſcipline and Government of the Church eſtabliſhed 
by Law, Anno 1592, as they had before got the Doc- 
trine ratified, Anno 560. 2 ; 
Tho' Presbytery ,was eſtabliſhed by Law, Hund 
1592, yet King, fumes {tudied by all Means to intro» 
duce Epi'ſcopacy into this Church, that he might 
make himſelf the more acceptable to the FnglzſÞ 
Nation, when he ſhould ſucceed to the Crown: An 
alter, when he was ſettled upon the Throne of Eng- 
land, he got Epiſcopacy brought in by that corrupt 
Aſſembly at .G!aſgow, Anno 1610, and procured it 
to be ratified by Parliament, Anno 16125 then ſet up 
a High Commiſſion Court for, puriſhing all ſuch ay 
ſhould offend againſt that Conſtitution ; and got a 
picker Aſſembly at Perth to approve of the Five 
Articles, purely becauſe the King; commanded them 
to do it; Which alſo he got eſtabliſhed in Parliament, 
Ann 1621. His Son my Charles I. was exceed; 


ingly 
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ingly realous for Epiſcopacy ; by his own Autthortty, - 
he brought in ſeveral Innovations upon the Church, 
by impoſing a Book of anons without the ' onſent © 
Parliament, or the Approbation of an Aſſembly, or 
any Convention of the Clergy 3 ſome of which Can» 
ons determined ſuch an anlimicad Power and Pre- 
rogative to be in the King, and ſuch a Supremacy in 
all Cauſcs eccleſiaitical, as never had been pretended 
to by our former Kin The Diſcipline and Go- 


Tings. 
vernment being thus Ts the next Step was to 


bring us to an Uniformity with 8 Worſhip; 
wherefore he cauſed a Liturgy to be drawn up for 
Scotland, or rather re printed the Engliſh Liturgy 
with a new Title, there being only a fe“ Alterati- 
ons, Which rendered it leſs ſatisfactory, and more in- 


 vidious. _ | | | | 
When Matters were come to this height, the No- 


bility and Gentry judged it full Time tv put a Stop. 
Mr William Sent, in his hiſlorienl Nararion, p. 16), 
mentions ſeveral Grievances given into the Conven- 
tion of the three Eſtates, Anno 14640, by Rother 
Cn'i/ilr, Seaforth, Yeſter, Balmerinoch, Melvil an 

London, but the Convention refuſed to pive them ſo 
much as a Reading. In the Year 1639, he Nobility, 
Bains and Burgeſſes petitivngd; the Privy Evutell. 


ugalult the ſetting up the Bobk of Common Prayer, 
the Ro- 


and after this entefech a Proteſtatton againi} 
Man ality auc Buprritition, the Cyan Prayer 
Bok; Caynis ad high Commit: And in Feb: 
Fare 164%, they ehtefetf inte g semi Buvenant £8 
Wain the ae . Fat lwblteibed by the 
Pee Farhes 8nd Gaunefl fig and thereafier þ 
Yerfans af all Ranks, Aung A and again by a 
darts af Perſons, Auud 1598. To this Cavenant the 
did ſwear 4 mutual i-efenge af ene another, ar hae 
all Oppaſition and erected Tables ta take in Sub- 
ſcriptions of all Sorts of People. Ar this Time the 
Nobility and Gentry were as confiderable as ever 
Scotland knew them; and they did not ceaſo in carry- 
ing 


BM 
ing on a R formation, notwithſtanding of the mighty 
Oppoſition, and the great | iſcouragement given them 
by the King, his Cuurtiers and the Biſhops, ſtill in- 
fiſting to have a free Aſſembly and Parliament called, 
| When theſe Proceedings were made known to the 


King, © He inſtructed the Marquis of Hamilton, 
not to conſent to the calling of a Parliament or 


„ General Aſſembly, till the ovenant be given up; 
«* That now bis Crown und Reputation for ever lies at 


„Stake; That he bad rather luffer the firſt, Which 


® Time would help, than the laſt, which is irrepa— 
„ rablez That the Explication of the ,DAMNAuLE 


 CovENANT, makes him to have no more Power 


than a | uke of Venice, which he would rather die 
« than ſubmit to.“ Yet without dying, when the 


Nobles and Barons were immoveable, he did ſubmit 


to the Revocation of the Service-book, Canons, High 
Commiſſion, and the Articles of Perth, forſobk the 
Biſhops, and by a Proclamation, Seprembey 22 1638, 
commands the Covenant to be ſubſcribed. by all his 
Privy Council, and all his Srorzſh Subject, and in- 
difted a General Aſſembly to be held the 21ſt of 
November 16348 at Glaſgow, and a Parliament to 
meet at Fuinburgh the 15th of Afay f 6 | 
After thts; in the two ſucceeding Neigüs, the No- 
pPllit „ drone are ws 4 gvvd conteiion to the 
910 of Ppresbytery, and endured the Ker e v 
ip and Wolt eruel berſerufſn, For their rm Ad= 
hefener g Witte the Aft uf Parliament, A448 
ahn ke einc int the Fines ahh Föfſeltufts pal fines 
the Year 1665 


| y the high Cort of Parliament ide 
Eiregit Capes Bf Julticiary, and offer ( gufte, ta Ng: 

vember gin, in Which we have 4 lang Rel We 
many fvfferers 4 all which are but few in Campariſan 
of a valuminous Cullefting, publithed by Mr. FHog- 
row in his Church Hiſtory 

When this Nation had been for a long Time made 


Games VII. was puſhing to have Popary ſet up, then 
VII uſh 3, have P ſet up, th 


tha 


an Aceldama, a Field of Blood, and when King 


1 T7 of 
3 
he Nobility and Gentry interpoſed for che common 


jiberty and Safety. King William in his Letter to 


the Bitates of this Kingdom, dated March 16, anno 
1689, owns, That many of the Nobility and w_— 
_ of this Nation, deſired him to call a Meeting of the 
#/tates, for ſecuring rhe Proteſtant Religion, the 
' Laws and Liberties of rhis Kingdom, Aud when 
the Convention of Eſtates did meet, they, by heir 
Att, declared their Meth tu be lawful undd re- 
olved to coptinue undighlved; until they fettle the 
Pip Religion, the Guverfitient, Laws an 

ibevtics of th inal Aud how N A1 —＋ 
about für che Preſervatſon bt N the [ett Tp 6 
he efvil \ Government, the tappen f the 
e Geiernment the leni of Liberty and 


raperty, args of ji cun he * Az knee we 


egccahly de * peakahle Advantages redaungigg 
a us by the late happy Revolution. Fram this com* 
200 Account, of the gloriour Appearances af the 

obilicy and Gentry of Scorlanud, tor: the valuable 
Intereſts of this Church, ſhewing how reſolutely they 
exerted themſelves, when our Church was reduced 
to the laſt Extremity, and how active they have been 
in reſtoring her to ber Privileges, when robbed of 
them: lt will appear to be highly reaſonable, that 


ſince they have a juſt Claim and Right to be repre- 


ſented in our Aﬀemblics, Presbyteries take Care 


that this be inviolably preſerved to them; that is to 


ſay, if the Method of Election ſhall continue, they 
{hall carefully chuſe ſuch qualified Noblemen, and 
. ſpecial Gentlemen, Ruling Blders, to repreſent the 


Shire; in future Aſſembliesf as have Eſtates, or a 


Land'lntereſt in their Bounds. This is what they 
will now expe from Presbyteries ; and if this is not 
granrec! them, the Aſſembly will, no doubt, take 
Courſe with ſuch Iresbyteries, as ſhall act a Part 
contrary to, and ſubverſive of the ſaid Right; ard 
rejett all Commiſſions 4 tIders from Presbyteries, as 
do not exprety bear that the ſaid Blders have a Re- 


| lation | 


3 
latlon ig the Pregbyteries by aroring. Eſtates or 
Lynds within their Bounds, eſpecially ſinee this ex- 
Ay a ag with one Alternstive of the «th Ad of 
Tembly, Anno 104, determining, That Com- 
10 ioners mult reps 1 or have Relation o the 
« Bo unds they r * ut The Wor $ gre, Thar na 
Miniſter or El all be commiy Wer ro the 
General Mm 0 by any e teryz why + 97 971 
erfity, d ut ſig ſha! 2 roi e Of Pave a N 
ation to the Pres 125 e of or benen en 
are egg wv blervat Te t il 
ani dan Are ae bac is Sg #3; fs (lay 
RE 1050 enabied, Nena ny 6 a 
may be Rk out Foy Bing Members 6 
fete affer their il Fres Maden had been 
Nei 10 M let them in their Ghgjee “ 
Faurth A ſſertian is, That as ig [eve el Rayal 
Burrows af Srariand were repre bored in Pagligmnent 
by ane Cammilligner, except the City of Ediuburgh 
which had Right ta ſend twoz the Cammillianers 
from Burrows made up one of the Eſtates of Parlia- 
ment; ſo according to our Conititutian and long con» 
tinued Uſe, our General Aflztmblicy had the very 
ſame Number of Elders delegated by the Royal 
Burrows, to be their Repreſentatives in our Aſt m' 
blies. I do not maintain, that each Burrow did con- 
ſtantly ſend their Repreſentative : But what | aſſert 
is, that they ever have hud « Right to ſend, if they 
pleaſed to make Uſe of it, I own, that in our firik 
Aſſemblies they were nat reſtricted to à certain 
Number: For in our firſt General Aſſembly, aun 
1560, I find, that the Burgh of Linlizhgonv ſent thres 
Commiſſioners; the ald Regiſter acquaints us, that 
Charles Drummond Provoſt, James Medaenſpoon and 
Andrew Miln were the Perſons. In the firit Seſſion 
of the Aſſemblies, December, anno 1565, and De- 
cember, anno 0, the Commiſſioners from Burghs 
are marked preſent z and in the Regiſter of the Pro- 
redings of this Aſſembly, December, anuo 1561, I 
obletve, 


"RS. © 
obſerve, that there were ſixteen Cammiſſianers from 
Burrows, ſubſcribing ſame Articles that vere then 
agreed to by the Aſſembly. And ia the firſt Seffion 
of the Aſ:mbly, Fi'y 1569, Commilli» ners from 
Towns are marke | preſent. And in the ſecond Sef 
ſion, this Aſſembly by an At expreſly declared, 
« Thar Comm ſſioners of Burghs ſhall have Place and 
© Power to vote in Aſſemblies.“ Herein they acted 
wiſely, for ſeveral of the Burrows mad: a conſi der- 
able Fivyre in carrying on the Reformation. In the 
moſt Aſſemblies, down to the 1599, Commiſſioners 
of Burghs are ſet dowa as preſent in the firſt Sel— 
ſion Tnere were few Aſ:mblies during this Period 
in which they wanted Delegates And in this Af. 
ſembly, anno 1599, their Number was reſtricted ; 
then it was expr-ily ordained, *That one Elder ſhall 
& be directed out of every Burgh, except Edinburgh, 
* which ſhall nave Power to dire& twoCommiſſioners 
* to the General Aſſembly ;” and this Conſtitution has 
obtain'd ever ſince I confeſs that it is a Q 1eftion, 
that has been agitated and debated, How any civil 
Society or Corporation, can, according to Presbyterian 
Principles, fend Delegates to any eccleſiaſtical Court, 
and give them a Power of voting, judging, and de- 
ciding in eceleſiaſtical Affairs? The Burrows have not 
Right to ſend Delegates to a claſſical Meeting or 
Presbytery, nor to a E Synod : They never 
have been in Uſe to do this, ſo far as | can learn; 
but they are allowed to ſend {Delegates to a national 
Synod ; probably becauſe it __ fit that the 
Aſſembly, the ſupreme eccleſiaſtical Court, be con- 
ſtituted of Repreſentatives of all Eſtates in the Na- 
tion, after the Model of Parliament, the ſupreme 
civil Court: And accordingly, as the Burrows ſent 
Sixty ſeven Commillioners to the Parliament, they 
may direct the ſame Number to the Aſſembly. Mr. 
Steuart of Pardivan in his Colleffions, p. 32. has 
this Mirginal Note, “ That there ſhould be no De- 
* legativn, but trom,Presbyteries only.“ Thus at * 


5 
he would cut off all Repreſentatives from the anus 
And in the yth Parag. ſays, © That our Practice 
« would be more eaſily accounted for, and a great 
deal more agreeable to that of foreign Churches, if 


« Delegations were only from Presbyteries.” It would 


ſeem, that the General Aſſembly, anno 1648, took 
this Queſtion under their ( onfideration, as appears 
from the AQ about it. They ſay, as to the Com- 
© miſſioners from Royal Burghs, till the Matter be 
© further thought upon, Burghs are to obſerve the 
« ordinary Practice, 972 that each Burgh ſend One, 


% and Edinburgh ſend 'I'wo Ruling Elders, appro- 


& yen of, and conſented to by the Miniſtry and Seſ- 
e fion of the Burgh.” They knew that the Royal 


Burrows had an Act of Aſſemblu in their Favours, 


and likewiſe a long Preſcription to Juſtify the ir Right, 
Further, The Royal Burrows made one of the Eſtates 
of Parlament, and ſeverals of them had been emi- 


nently ſcrviceable in the Beginning of the Reforma- 


tion. F«r,theſe Reaſons it was not eaſy to overturn 
this Part of our Conſtitution, nor would it have been 
prudent to have done it; and fo that Aſſembly left 


them to continue in the Poſſeſſion of this Right, re- 


ſerving to future Aſſembl'es a Power to take up the 
Debate, if they ſhould ſer fit to do ſo, Since the Af 
ſembly, anno 1648, the Royal Burrows have another 
Preſcription in their Favours; but notwithſtapding 


it would ſeem, that our Church arc not intirely ſa- 


tisfied as to this Point: For the Aſſembly, anne 
1718, in their AQ, May 27th, J. ut. entituled, 
Act regulating Eleflicons of Members o the General 
Aſſembly, take up the Expreſſion that had been uſed 
by the Aſſembly, anno 1648. For they ſay, * The 
% General Aflembly has reſolved, until the Matter 
« concerning (.umm:ſhons from Burghs be N B.) fur- 
ther thought upon, Oc.“ — 
The Perſons that cun be elected by the Royal Bur- 
rows, to repreſent them, muſt have the following 
Qualifications 3 they muſt firſt be r 
| . 
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For by the 5th Act of Aﬀembly, Arno 1694; i was 


determined, That no Perſons ſhall be Members of 
« Aſſemblies, but ſuch as dre either Miniſters or 
„ Ruling Elders,” But then a Queſtion caſts up 
here, Whether the ommiſſioners from Royal, Bur. 
rows, to our Aſſomblies, muſt be Ruling Elders, to 
the Exc luſion of Miniſters? That which gives Riſe 


to this, is an Eletion of Commiſſioners to the Aſſem - 


bly, . i226 1732; made by the ( ity of St. Andrews 
and the Burgh of Corper:, The City of St. Andrews 
bad elected the Reverend Mr. Archibald Campbell, 


| Who had been Miniſter for a good Number of Years 


ih the Pariſh of Larbonr and Presbytery of Stirling, 
and at that Time Profeflor of Divinity and Ecclefia- 
ſtical Hiſtory in the New. College. And. the Burgh 


of Confer . hid elected the Reverend Mr. George 


Job t, one of their Miniſtets, to be their Commiſſioners 
to that Aſſembly. This Affair came to be much 
debated in the Committee for Elections, and before 


the Aſſembly itſelf; but this Election und their Com- 


miſſions were rejectecl. The Act of Aſſembly con- 
cetning them, kuns in theſe Terms © The Commil- 
* ſiont from the Burgh of St. Andrea to Mr. Ar. 
* chi bald Campbet! Profeffor of Beelefaſtical HiRory 
* in the Univetfity of, gt. Aud reebd, and from Cor- 
„* per to Mr. Gebrge Noer une of the * Miniſters 
thereof, to repteſeht theſe Burghs in this Affe m. 
u bly, pot fuftathed, becauſe not aßteeable to the As 
* of Aﬀembly and Practice of this Church, that 
„ Biityhs fend Minifters to reprefent them in the Ge. 
* neral Aﬀombly g therefore ordered the Names 6 
* the above Meftlelits Neef and Camplett to be 
"* {truck out of the Roll of Afembly," Bur N 
the utmoſt Deferetice, and moſt prafaund Regard 

have to that venerable Aﬀombly as 1 thoilght at the 
Time they too haitily gave Nec Ron, and contelvcd, 


that thelt Commiſſions might have been admitted 
for that Vice, and that «a Matter of ſuch Weight dnd 
Importance deſerytd to have been tranſmitted ' war 

. evera 
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leveral Presbyteries of the Church; that after they 
had maturely conſidered the ſame, their Opinion 
and Judgment, with the Rraſons ſupporting the ſame, 
might be reported to the General Aſſembly: This 
is uſually done in all Caſes of Moment, wherein it is 
ſuppoſed, that this Church has made no Proviſion or 
Regulation. But further, if the Reaſons and Grounds 
of the foreſaid Deciſion are duly conſidered and 
weighed, it will be found that they were in a Mi- 
ſtake. This | may edventure to ſay, fince it is a Pro- 
teſtant Principle, that Councils are not infallible in 
Matters of Voctrine, and far leſs in Matters of Fact. 
The Papiſts themſelves maintain, that Popes are fal- 
lible, as to Matters of Fact. The Ground of the 
above Deciſion, *© That the eleQing and giving Com- 
* miſſione by Bur hs, ro Miniſters to repreſeat them 
inthe General Afzmbly, is contrary to the Ate of 
« Aﬀembly and Practice of this Church“ But 1 
umbly conceive, that 'tis contrary to neither. 1/7, It 
is not contrary to the Acts of Aſſembly: For the Act 
of Aſſembly is in general Terms, Act, Anno 1568 
declares, ** That ommiſſioners from Burghs all 
n have Power to vote in Aſſumblies.“ And accors 
dinyly in the Regiſter, when'the conſtituent: Mens 
bers of the Aſſembly are marked in the fitit Seffiong 
"tis always ſaid, Commetſionert of Hg, of (ome. 
Meters of ITN without detetmining they wers 
89 Who have not euly the Key of Hoeteine, 
but likewiſe of Difcipline and Government 4 of El- 
ders, who have only the Rey of Niſctpline and Go» 
vernment tn the AR, Anno 1591, | uwn they are 
ealled Algert i And in following Ade, they are ſomes 
times called Comm#rſanerr of Burghs, ſometimes 


Bee of Bur hi, and ſometimes Elders, 
and ſometimes RM Filders z but ſure this can ne- 
yer exclude Miniſters, unleſs it ſhall be maintain'd, 
that Miniſters are not R ling Elders Bur ull Pr. T- 
| byterians maintain, That as the Office of the Deacon 


8 
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3s contained in that of the Ruling Elder, ('tis bg: 
- cauſe of this Conſideration, that in moſt of the Coun- 
try Pariſhes thro' Scotlaud, Ruling Elders do the 
Work of Deacons) fo the Office of the Ruling Elder 


is included in that of the Paſtor, the Office of the 


Ruling Elder and that of the Deacon, are abſorbell 
or ſwallowed up in that of the Paſtor 3 and whatever 


are the Powers of the Ruling Elder or Deacon, the 


Paſtor is veſted with them, and may do their Work, 
without being an Intruder on their Officez nay, this 


js what all Miniſters do every Day in Sefflons and 


Presbyterles ; they act in all Matters of Gevernment 

and Jurlſdiction 2% Ruling Elders, And now, | 
cannot be brought to think, that it was the Intention 
of any of the ſaid Ads of Aſſembly, that mention 
Fiders or Ruling Elders as the Commiſſioders or Re: 
11 of Burghs, to exclude Miniſters from 

eing Commiſſioners of Burghs ;' becauſe this is to 
lay a Reſtriction upon the principal Ruling Elders 
in the Church; a Reftriction upon that Office, which 
they have a Right to exercife, whenever called to 
itz but fo it is, the Two foreſaid Commiſſioners being 


Miniſters are Elders, and had à Call from their re- 


ſpeflive 'Burghs, by the Commiſſion given them to 
exerciſe the Office of Ruling Elders in the General 
Aſſembly. 2dly, The electing and giving Com miſ- 
Klon by Burghs to Minifters, to be their Repreſenta- 
tives in the Aﬀembly, is not contrary to the Practice 

_ of this Church, but agreable to it. For the Aﬀem- 
bly, June 1567, having ſent Miſſives to the Nobles, 
Barons and Burgeſſes, to meet together in, the Aſ- 


ſembly, in the Month of July thereafter, at Zdin- 


Jurgh, I find from the Regiſter of the Proceedinge 
of that Aſſembly, that the Town of Aberdeen ſent a 
Letter in Anſwer to the ſaid Miſſive; wherein, after 


they had reſumed the Sum and Subftance of the AC 


ſembly's Miffive to them, They ſignify their Reſolu- 


tiow,. by the Grace of GOD, is continue, to rhe 
2 | 4 I Maine 
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Maintenance f the forth fetting of the Glory of 


GOD), teaching of the true Evangel, and Suſtent a 


tion of the Miniſters, with Help to the Poor, And 
as to out perſonal irefence, to conveen at this Time; 
bade given and ſent Adam Heriot ot Miniſter to 
toncur and ait (N. H.) in bur Name, to the Bffet 

ſoreſaid; and to declare to your Wiſdoms, the Im- 


 Pediment of on perſonal Preſence at this Time, 'Fhis 


Letter was ſubſchibed by Thomas Afendie f their Pro- 
voſt Further, this Aſſembly agreed to: ſeveral Ar» 
ticles, 9/2, concerning the aboliſhing of the Maſs, the 


Patrimony of the Kirk, the Relief of the Peor, the 


puniſhing of Offences z particularly the Murder of 
the King, the aſſiſting the young Prince, his Educa* 
tion, and the rooting out of Tflolatrys all which Ar- 
tieles were ſubſcribed by the Earle, Lords, Barons, 
and others, Commiſſioners for the Time. And there 
are no leſs than Sixteen Commiſſioners from Burghs 
ſubſcribing z and among theſe, I take Four of them 
to have been Miniſters, viz.-Mr. Clement Little, Mr. 
John Preſion, Mr. Richard Strang, and Mr. David 
Meni. 2. The Two foreſaid Reverend Gentlemen 

were qualified, as they had ſubſcribed the Confes/i0:2 
of Faith, according to the ſixth Act of the Aſſem- 
bly, Azno 1704 3 and likewiſe by ſigning the. For- 
mula preſcribed by the 11th Ack ot the General Af- 
ſembly, Anno 1694. 3. They were qualified, as 
they were elected Forty Days before the Meeting of 
the Aſſembly, according to the Act of Aſſembly, 
May 27th, Anno 1718, juſt as Elders from Presbyte- 
ries, according to the 6th Act of the Aſſembly, Juno 
1698. And, 4. The Atteſtation did bear, That 
they did keep up the i orſbi of GO Din their Fa- 


milies.. And laſtly; It being required by the Act of 


Aſſembly 1718, That the Commiſſioners of Burghs 
be either Reſidenters in the Burghs, or Heritors in 
ee the Burgh, or in the Bounds of the .Presbytery 


* where the Burgh lyce; or that they have formerly 


2 2 s xe ſided 


1 WW: 
© refided and officiated as Elders in the ſaid Burgh 
or Presbytery.” Now, as to theſe Requiſires the 
Commiſſion of the adove Reverend Gentlemen, did 
bear, that they reſided in their reſped ive Burghs, 
tis undeniable, that they are both Burgeſſes in their 


Towns: They are refiding Burgeſſes, and both of 


them had officiated as Elders in their Presbyteries. 
There have buen, for Two or Three Years bygone, 
great Debates, with reſpect to a Deputy ſent from 
the Burgh of Montroſe ; becauſe, as was alledged, 
© He lad not any Intereſt in the Burgh, fince he 
4 neither refided in the Burgh, nor was an Heritor in 
« it, or in the Bounds of the Presbytery, according to 
«© the ſtatutory Clauſe of the AR of Aſſembly, Anno 
4 1918.” The Objefion was owred by all to be 
good and relevant, if it had been Fact; but the con- 
trary was made to appear. If this is the Conſtitution 
with reſpeR to Burghs, as to their Repreſentatives 

by the ſame Parity of Reaſon, the Regulation ſhoul 

be as to Elders, directed to the Aſſembly by Preſ- 
byteries; 7. 6. that they either have Refidence in 


the Bounds of the Presbyte ry, or have a Land Eſtate 


there. Thus, from the above Particulars, 'tis evi- 
dent, that theſe Reverend Qentlemen were every Way 


qualified, according to the Acts of Aſſembly z What 


i8 it now, that could diſqualify them? Will it be 
ſaid, that their being necking Elders or Paſtors did 
| ali] them? Surely, that is ſo far from being a 

Diſqualification, that in my Way of thinking, it was 
rather a Qualification of them. The Reverend Mr. 
Matthew Simſon Miniiter at Paucaitland, when he 
was u Preacher, was elected Anno 1922, by the 
1 of Renfrew, and had their Commiſſion to re- 
pre ſe 


nt their | wy Town; and his Commitllion was 


not rejected, büt ſultained by that Aſſembly: Hie 
being a Preacher, could not .incapacitate him from 
| 24 as an Elder in the Aſſombly; and ſince it did 
not, 1 do not ſees, that a Man's being a Miniſter, can 


Incaps- 
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incapacitate him from voting and judging in an Af- 
ſembly as a Ruling Elder. | 
This Conduct of the Aſſembly, with reſpect to the 
foreſaid Miniſters, influenced the Genera} Convention 
of the Royal Burrows of Scotland, holden at Edine 
zurah, in the Month of July thereafter, fifth Lay, to 
make the following Act, which 1 judge to be of ſuch 
Moment, as to give it a Place in this Performance. 
pe which Day the Convention conſidering, That 
tt notwithſtanding by the Conſtitution, Rules and Laws 
* of the Church of Scorlangd, every Royal Burgh has 
« Right to be repreſented in all the Meetings of the 
« General Aſſemblies thereof, by their Commiſfts 
1 oner thereto duly authoriz'd, according to the Rules 
« and Directions which are in that Behalf made; yet 
„ ſome of the Burrows have, for many Tears paſt, o- 
% mitted to üſe their foreſaid Right, and that others 
of them, who have uſed it, have made Choice of 
* Minift:rs or Probationers, not qualified according 
© to the foreſaid Rules which is extremely preju- 
« dicial, both to the Intereſt of the Church of Scot- 
« land, and to the Intereſt of the State of Burrowsy 
* therefore the Convention do hereby ordain the Ma- 
* giſtrates and Tow n-cnuncil of every Royal Burrow, 
„ta make \.hoice of ſuch Perſons to repreſent them, 
% as their Commiſſioners, in every Veeting of the. 
„General Aſſembly, as are thereto duly qualified; 
„ conform to the aforeſaid Rules, which are in that 
„ Behalt made by the General Affemdiy, and wh 
will give punctual Attendance at all the aforefaid 
„» Meetings; and do hereby diſcharge them from 
„ making Choice of any Miniſters or Probationers, 
* or of wy other Perſon not qualified, according to 
« the foreſaid Rules, in that Behalf, made by the 


„ General Aſſembly, or who will not give full Al. 
* ſurance to their Conſtituents for their punctual 
„ Attendance, as they will be anſwerable to the 
General Convention. And that this W 
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be carefully obſerved, appointe the ſame to be al. 
© ways a Head of the annual Miſſive, and. that the 


* Royal Burrows may know the foreſaid Rules and 


Directions made by the General Aſſembly, ap- 


points the Agent to ſend Copies thereof to every 
% Royal Burrow, before iſt Day of January next. 
* Extracted forth of the Records of the Convention, 
** by me George Home general Clerk to the Royal 


* Burrows,” EE YT 
GEORGE HOME. 


As by this Act they ordered, that this Matter 
Mall be a Head of their annual general Misſive to the 
reſpective Burghs; ſo | find this is punctually obſer- 
ved, having ſeen their general Miſſive for the Yea! 
1735 ; it is the 13th Article of the Miſſive for that 
Year. 1 1 5 | RE | | 

. The Royal Burrows have all along been in the 
Uſe of directing Commiſſioners to our Aſſemblies : 
And we ſee from the aboye Act, when they judged 


that their Right was encroached upon, by electing 
Miniſters in ſome Bhrrows to be Repreſentatives in 


the mtr + they diſcharged, in their peneral Con- 
vention, all Butrows from making Choice of Mini. 
ters for the future, as they will be anſwerable. And 
tho! 1 cannot be brought to think, that theit elefting 
of Miniſters, who either have their Refilence, of ate 


eritors in their Burghs;can be prejudicial to the The 


tereſt of the Church et Seorfand, or to the State of 
Burrows, becauſe of what | have already advanced on 
this ee yet Burgha being Bocietien always ges- 
Jous of their Privileges, I know, are ſtrietly careful 
and watchful to preſerve them, which mull tend very 
much to their Commendation, And herein they 
have been more careful than the Shire of Scotland 


| Have been 5 who, for ſame Time, elected their Re- 


reſentatives in the Meeting of the Head contt of 


the Shire: And after this, in the ſynod ical Meeting; 


all 


.- byj-A.,. 2 wa 000-8, 0 


1 
all Gentlemen that came to that Meeting voted in 
the Election; yet they have neglected to preſerve 
this Right: For tho' | have made it out, that when 
the Presbyteries became the Electors of their Repre- 
| ſentatives, they carefully made Choice, for a lon 
Time, of ' Elders of the Rank of Noblemen — 


Gentlemen; yet of late, others are elected in many 


Presbyteries, who are not of the ſaid Rank. 

I likewiſe obferve upon the foreſaid Act, that tho? 
the Aſſemblies, Ano 1648 and 1719 declared, That 
the ſending of Commisfioners to the Aſſembly from 
Royal Burrows, is a Subject that needed further 


Conſideration, by any Aſſembly that ſhould take up 


that Queſtion: And tho' this laſt Act of the Al. 
ſembly, Anno 1718, is referred to by the Convention 
in their Act, and was by their Order printed with 
it, for the Information and Direction of the Burghe g 
yet the general Convention in the above Act ſtrongly 
aſſert their own Right to be repreſented in all ths 
Meetings of the General Aſſembly, and give their 
Order to ſuch Burrows, as had for many Years omit- 
ted wo uſe their Right, to chuſe qualified Perſons te 
repreſent them in every Aﬀembly; 

| I ſhall finiſh this fourtb Propoſition, by relating 
the ſeveral Changes Which have been made in the 
Manner of chufing the Repreſentatives of Burrows, 
The Aſſembly, Anno t568, by thelr AR declared, 
4 That the Members from Rurghs, and their Com- 
„ mlifloners, ſhall be appointed by the Council and 
' Kirk of thelr own Towns,” By the Kirk of thelg 
awn Towns, we are to underſtand, as I take it u 
thoſe whe profeſſed the reformed Religion in theſy 
Towns; For, as I have obſerved already in this 
Treatiſe, Kirk-ſesfions were not fo early erected and 
ſet up in Burghs, and far leſs in Country Pariſhes ; 
tho' I own, that the foreſaid Act, Anno 1568, may bs 
interpreted with reſpect to the View, Deſign and 


Hopo they had of having them afterwards ſet up, 


when 
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when Matters ſhould come to have a better Bear- 


ing. Mr. Alexander Henderſon,(who is ſuppoſed to 
be the Author of the Treatiſe, entituled, 7/e Go- 
verunent and Order of the Church of Scotland, 


tinted Auto 1641) in his Account, repreſents the 
rk · ſesſlons to by the ſole Electurs of the Repreſen- 
atives of Raze, p. 47, Whete ſpeaking of the eons 
tuent Members of the General Aſſembly, fays, * It 
4% dach enaltih of Gommisfloners from the Pfesbyterles 
« ge Glaſfes, Three Miniſters and ene Blder ſent 
« from the parkleular Rlderfhips: {fo fat he Is right) 


Nut he adds, Of ene Commiefioner from the Ghufeh⸗ 


 faiflon of every Royal Burgh. | According te this 
Relation of the Marter, the Perſon chofen is rather 
a Cummiafiansr from the Kirk ſesſian,- than from 


the Burgh; For he daes nat mention, that the 


Magiſtrates and Town council had any Vote in the 
Election. This being a very great Miſtake, has, 
with ſome other Things, made me apprehend, that 
Mr. Henderſon was not the Author of the foreſaid 

reatiſe; for ſurely he had Opportunities of knowing 


our Conſtitution exactly: And if he was really the 


Author of the (aid Treatiſe, I know nothing that can 


be ſaid, with any Plauſibility, for his Vindication, but 


this, That in his Days, the Magiſtrates and Counſel- 


lers were the conſtituent Members of Kirk-ſesfions in 
Royal Burghs. And to my certain Knowledge, | am 


fally ſatisfied, as to ſome of them, it was ſo, but I 
am not poſitive as to them all. But learn from the 
Regiſter of the general Kirk ſesſion of Edinburgh, 
July 6 1648,“ That the general Sesſion (N..) joined 
*© with the C-uncil in elefting Commisſioners to the 
„% Aſſembly: Their Practice at that Time was exactly 
conform to the AN of Aſſembly, Anne 1568; the 


conſtituent Members both of the Town council and 


general Kirk-ſcsfions of Edinburgh, made up the 
conjunct Meeting of Electors. But the Practice that 
dow univerſally obtains in all the Burghs, is for the 


. To 

Magiſtrates, or the firſt Magiſtrate to call and con- 
veen the 'Town-council Forty Days before the ſitting 
down of. the Aſſembly; and when they are met, t6 
chuſe their Commisſioner and Repreſentative to the 
Aſſembly, and ta order ? + Commieſion to be given 
to the bellen elected. And the General Convention 
of the Burrows in the fureſald Act, ordalned the Mg: 
giſtrates and the 'Town council of every Royal Burgh 
to make the Choſce of the Perſons that ſhall repreſent 
them in the Aﬀembly. VV | 
It would feem, that till the Year r648, there was 
no mere required, In order te the Aﬀembly's recely: 
ing a Perſon elefted by « Burgh, te be their Repreſen- 
zatlve, but 8 CLemmiſſlan extracted by the Clerk of the 
Burgh. But in the ſaid Year the Aſſembly 1648, July 


z5th, made a further Regulation, which was, That | 


i each ;Burgh ſend One, and Edinburgh ſend wu Ru- 
$6 ling Elders approven of,and conlented to by che Mi- 
„ niſtry and Kirk-Seſſion.” That which appears to 
me to have been the Reaſon of this Regulation, was, 


that many did not underſtand, how a civil Society 


could delegate anynPerſon, and impower him to att, 
vote, and determine Cauſes in eccleſiaſtical Courts; 
and therefore, to give Satisfaction to this, this 


Act was made; becauſe, it the Kirk Seffion, which is 


4 Court conſiſting of Church-officers, ſhould conſent 
to, and give their Approbation of the Ruling Elder 
choſen by.;the *!Town-council; this is equivalent to 


their being elected and delegated by an eccleſiaſtical - 


Court. This Regulation of the Aſſembly, anno 1648, 
was renewed and confirmed by the Aſſembly, May 
29th, 1718; but it ſeems that this Atteſtation of the 


Kirk Seſſion was not ſuſficients and therefore the ſaid - 
Aſſembly ordered, That ithe Com miſſion be alſo 


& atteſted by the Presbytery of the Bounde, with in 
* hich' the Burgh lies; and that all Gommiſſions, 
„after: they are written out and extracted, and be- 
fore they be put in _ of the n 
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" he firſt read in the Preſence of the Presbytery, 
« and be reviſed by them; and that it be atteſted 
* by the Moderator or Clerk of the Presbytery, upon 
© the ſaid Commiſſions; that this was done.” And 


here I conjecture, that that which made the Aſ- 
ſembly to determine, that each Comm iſſion from 


Burrows ſhall have the Atteſtation of the Presbytery, 
is, that the Act, Anno 1718, not only declaring Re- 
ſidenters and Heritors in the Burgh, may tepreſent 
the Burghs as their Commiſſioners; but alſo, that 
Heritors in the Bounds of the Presbytery, where the 
Burgh lies, may be elected: And if a Presbytery 


ſhould chuſe ſuch a Perſon, the Kirk Seſſion was not 
ſo fit and competent to atteſt, concerning any Per- 


ſon's being a Heritor in the Bounds of the Presby- 
tety, as the Presbytery is. For this Reaſon the Af. 


ſembly, Anno 1918, made the presbyterial Atteſta- 


tion neceſſary. When this Aſſembly declared, That 


Burghs might chuſe Heritors in the Bounds of the. 


Shire to be their Repreſentatives; it might be to re- 
medy the Neglect and Omiſſion of ſonie Burghs, who 
for many Years had not uſed their Rights: They 
knew that ſome Burghs were ſb frugal of their Re- 
venue, as not to lay out their Money for defraying 
the Charges of Commiſſioners to the Aſſembly; and 
being perſuaded, that well affected Gentlemen with. 
in the Bounds of the Presbytery could be had, who 
would not grudge the Expences ; and therefore that 


Aſſembly extended the Choice of Perſons to be the 


Repreſentatives of Burghs. But now, ſince the Con- 
vention of the Royal Burrows has taken no Exception 
at this, I ſee not why they ſhould quarrel the Elec- 
* tion of Miniſter Elders to be Repreſentatives of any 
of the Burgns, if they ſhall bear their own Charges 
and Expences, which I am ſure, the two Gentlemen 
— Miniſters above mentioned would never have grudg- 
ed ; and for my Life I cannot find out, how that 
their chuſing of Miniſters can be any more * 
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elal to the Intereſt of the Church of Scorland, and 


to the Intereſt of the State of Burrows, than the 


cChuſing of the Heritors within the Bounds of the 


Presbytery, where the Burgh lies. I have pored 


upon this for ſome Time, but muſt profeſs my Dul- 


| neſs to be ſo great, that I cannot find it out, 
Thus | have at a conſiderable Length ſhowed, that 
our national Aſſemblies were conſtituted of all E- 
ſtates within the Kingdom, according ta the Model 
of the Parliament of Scotland, which Mr. George 
Gzlleſpie ſaid was but reaſonable, nam de paribus 
zdem eft judicium : And have likewiſe fully declared, 
how the Repreſentatives of each Eſtate were directed, 
and ſent to the Aſſembly by their proper Conſtitu- 
ents, and the ſeveral Alterations that the Conſtitu- 


tion of the Aſſembly has undergone, as to each of 
theſe ingthe Succeſſion of One hundred and ſeventy 


five Ton. | 5 

But becauſe I have been told, that my Overture is 
lame and defective; as it makes no Proviſion for a 
Rotation, in the direQing of Commisfioners from 


the ſeveral Univerſities and Colleges in this King- | 


dom to the General Aſſembly, which needed very 
much to be adverted to, becauſe it being uſual to 
ſend a Principal, or a Profeſſor of Divinity from theſe 
learned Bodies; by this Means, Ten or Twelve of 
| thoſe being ſo often Commisſioners to the Aſſem- 
bly, will come to engroſs a Paramaunt 

an Epiſcopal Dominion in our Church-Judicatories, 
having a large Share of the Adminiſtration of the 
Government put into their Hands, than Miniſters can 


have by fixing a Rotation to them, After making 
my Compliment to thoſe, who have ſuggeſted this 


Defe& in the Scheme, | have two Things to advance 
in Anſwer to them. In the firſt Place, That the O: 


verture expreſly bears, That he who propoſed it, 


hoped that the Presbytery, to whom it was made, 
would make ſuch Improvements and Amendments 
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upon it, as to ſend an Overture of their own to the 5 


General Aſſembly, to be tranſmitted by them to the 
ſoveral Presbyteries of the Church for their Opinion, 
in order to the turning of the ſame into an Act, that 
ſhall be obſerved, as a Directory in all Time coming. 


And, ſecondly, It is not neceſſary to confine the Ro. 
tation of Commisfioners to the Aſſembly from Uni- 


verſities and Colleges, to thoſe who are Principals 
and Profeſſors of Divinity; they may chuſe any other 


Maſter, if he is a Miniſter or Ruling Elder, and 


ſuch Perſons I know there are in the Univerſity of St, 
Andrews and the College of Edinburgh, (but as to 
the other, I am not ſo ſure) ſo that the Rotation will be 
enlarged, and conſequently, there will be no Ground 
to fear a Monopoly of the Government in the Hands 
of a few, And, as to this Point, I ſhall lay before my 


| Readers the Anſwers given by ſome Miniſters to the 


Twenty ſecond Queſtion propoſed by King Fames 
VI. to be reſolved at the Convention of Eſtates and 
General Aſſembly, that were to be holden at the 
Burgh of Perth, Anno 1591. The Queſtion was, 


* Should my Univerſity, or every College, or every 


% Maſter or Regent within every College, have 
« Vote in the cg ey or Synode, in Towns or 
% Countries where they are 1 And ficklike, What 
„Form of Vote ſhould they have in the General 
„% Afﬀembly.” Mr, Calderwood, Chureh Hiſtory, 
p. 385; ſets down the Anſwer of ſome Miniſters Jy 


— out of every Presbytery of the Synod of Fife, 


o meet at St. Andrews, to prepare Anſwers. to the 
ing's 1 The Anſwer was, Doctors and 

„ Profeſſors of Theology, and ordinary Inſtruftors of 
the Youth in the Grounds of Religion ſhould. vote. 
The firſt, becauſe they are ordinary Office: bearers 
within the Kirk; The ſecond, being lawfully called 
*%.to be Sym presbyters. Mr. Calderwood has al ſo 


| preſerved the Anſwer of another Miniſter, whom he 
calls 4 more judicious Brother, p. 390; not that he 


Was 
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was a more judicious Brother, than the ſaid Miniſters 
of Fife, as the Author of a late Pamphlet, entituled, 
A full Vindication, &c. had unfairly repreſented, to 
ſerve his Turn, when he was ſtraitned very much 
what to ſay, as to the Anſwer of the Minifters of 
Fife to the third Queſtion ; name ly, That the Elecs 
ct jon of Paſtors ſhould be made by thoſe who are Pa. 
e ſtors and Doctors lawfully called, c.“ But Mr. Cal. 
der wood calls that Brother more jud ic ious than Mr. 
Patritk Galloway, who had alſo made Anſwers to the 
ſame _— Now the Anſwer of this more ju- 
dicious Brother, he gives us, . 391. If the Youth 
« in the Schools be the Seminary of the Word, it 
m qppeareth their Teachers ſhould have Vote in the 
« Aſſemblies, being called thereto, chiefly thoſe 
% Maſters, that are Teachers in Divinity, I under- 
« ſtand not ( ſays he) what is meant by the Farm of 
« voting, ſeeing all Voters have one Form,” 


Vue firſt Regulation made for ſending Commisſio- 


mers from Univerſitics or Colleges, to the General 
Aſſembly, was Arno 1568, The Aſſombly in tho 
Month of July concluded ſeveral Articles, (as the 
Phraſe is in the Regiſter.) The firſt was, That 
« Commisſioners from Burghs, Shires, together with 
* Univerſities, ſhall be joined to Superintendents, 
% Commitſioners for viſiting of Kirke and Miniſters, 
©. who. ſhall only have Place and Power to vote in, 
the General Aſſembly.” But the! this was the 
firſt Regulation concerning theſe learned Societies 
and Seminarles of Learnipg; yet I find, that the U- 
niverſity of St. Andrews had a Repreſentative in the 
Aſſembly, Anno 1563 : For in the Aſſembly held 
in December that Year, S 4th, the great Beba - 
nan was one of the Committee appointed to conſider 
giligently the Contents of the jfirſ# Book of Diſci- 
pline. nd in the General Aſſembly, June 1567, 
the ſaid Mr. George Buchanan was choſen Modera- 
tor to the Aſſembly. The Words of the Regiſter 


Are, 


are, That for eſchewing of ; Me in Reaſoning, 


the haill Aſſembly preſently conveened, named Mr. 
George Buchanan Principal of St. Leonard's College, 
Moderator during this on vention, who accepted the 
Charge hac vice. Prelatiſts have made a great Out- 
cry againſt that Aſſembly, becauſe they elected a 
Lay- man to be their Moderator. But to this it has 
been anſwered, That Mir Buchanan _ Principal 
of St. Leonard's College, was a Doctor of Divinity, 


and ſo it was not unſuitable for him to be Modera- 


tor. Mr. Robert Baillie, Hiſt. Vind. p. 22. gives 
ſome other Replies to this Objection. He ſays, 
% That this is no more than the ordinary Practice 
© of Prelatiſts. How often has Sir Nathaniel Brent 
«© and other Gentlemen, merely Civilians, fit not 
© only as Prolocutors, but as Vicar-Generals, and ſo 
% only Judges, before whom the whole Clergy of 


the Dioceſe of London, or Canterbury, have ap - 
de peared as my Lord Biſhops Subjects, for their 


“ Trial and Cenſure ?'”—And as to Mr. Buchanan, 
his being Moderator of the General Aſſembly, he 

ſays, © That he heard that Mr. Buchanan had been 
„ ſometimes a Preacher at St. Andrews after his 
* long Travels. He was employed by our Church 
© and State to be a Teacher to King James and his 
Family: And of the Faithfulneſs of his Charge, 
« he left (I believe to the World) good and ſatisfac- 


© tory Tokens. The Eminency of this Perſon was 


« ſo great, that no Society of Men need be aſkamed 
*'to have been moderated by his Wiſdom.” As 
the above Regulation was made by the Aſſembly, 


February 25th, Anno 1568; ſo the firſt Seffion of 


that Aſſembly was marked thus, © There were aſ- 
* ſembled the Superintendents, Miniſters, Commiſ- 
© fioners of Towns, Kirks and Univerſities : They 
are allo ſet down as preſent in the Aſſemblies 1570 
and 1572, and in the moſt of the Aſſemblies after- 
wards, Fon 3 
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The Aſſembly, Anno 1578, approved of the ec 
Book bf Viſcipliue: And in the 5th Chap. and 5th 
Sect. of that Book, they ſeem to make Doctors con- 
ſtituent Members of all Church judicatories, The 
Words are, The Doctor being an Elder, as ſaid is, 
ſhould aſſiſt the Paſtor in the Government of the 
Kirk, and concur with the Elders his Brethren 
(N. B.) in all Aſſemblies, by reaſon of the Inter- 
pretation of the Word, whilk it only Judge in Ec- 
cle ſaſtical Matters, is committed to his Charge. 
But in this Church, we know no other Doctors, but 
ſuch as are Profefſors of Divinity, and the Principals 
of Colleges, who are proſeſſores Theologiæ primarii; 
unleſs we ſhall maintain, that all Miniſters are Doc- 
tors. In the 4th Section of the ſaid Chapter, we 
have the following Paſſage, * Under the Name and 
© Office of a Doctor, we comprehend allo the Order 
« in Schools, Colleges, and Univerſities, whilk has 


been from Time to Time carefully maintained, 


as well among the Jer and Chriſtians, as among 
the profane Nations.“ There is no Queſtion, but 
all Profeſſors of Divinity, and Principals in Colleges, 
have a Title to fit and vote in Presbyteries, within 
whoſe Bounds the Univerſity or College is; this is a 
Right they are all in Poſſeſſion of. And the Aﬀem- 
bly; Anno 1582, made the Paſtors and Doctors the 
chief conſtituent Members of Presbyteries: For I 
find, that there were certain Doubts propoſed to that 
Aſſembly concerning Presbyteries, and that they an- 
ſwered the ſame. The ſecond Anſwer was, That 
* the Number of ſuch as are aſſociate to theElderſhip 
* (i. e the Presbytery) for Diſcipline and Correction of 
© Mannets;that are not Paſtors nor Doctors, who travel 
e not in the Word, be not in equal Number, but fewer 
* the Proportion, as the Neceſſity of the Elderſhips 
UGcrave.” As Profeſſors of Divinity and Principals of 
Colleges are Members of Presbyteries, ſo they areof 
provincial Synods; And fo they ſhould be likewiſe 


4 


conſtituent Members of Kirk-ſeſſions. And I believe 
it is ſo, as to the ps fo of the new College of St. 


Anarewi, who is a conſtituent * * of the Kirk- 
ſeſſion there 3 and for the ſame Reaſon the Profeſſor 
of Divinity ſhould be a * of it. Principale 
and Profeſſors of Divinity are fixed and conſtent Refi: 
denters in the Place ; and being Elders, ig. facto, 


that they are Miniſters and Doctors, ſinee the ſupe> 


rior Office neceſſarily includes all the Privileges and 
Powers of the Inferior, their Right to fit. in the Seſ; 
fion ſeems to be as good as that of any other Elder 
their reſiding in the Bounds of the Presbytery gives 
them a Right to fit and vote in the Presbytery: And 
by @ Parity of Reaſon, it ſhould intitle them to a 
Seat in the Kirk ſeſſion z eſpecially, becauſe the Stu- 


dents of the Univerſity are under their particular In: 


ſpection and Care, as to religious Matters: And 
fince theſe Students are ſubjected to the Church - diſ. 


cipline of the Seſſions of the Burgh, it is highly rea · 
ſonable, that their Maſters ſhould ſit in theſe 


* conſtantly Members of our national Aſſemblies.” 


In the Year 1586, the Number of Commisſionery 


of any Kind, from the diſtin& Bodies they were to 
repreſent, was not fixed; and therefore the Aſſem · 
bly holden that Year declared, That Doctors might 


conveen to the Aſſembly, and vote, without any Res 
_— as to the Number. Mr. Calderwood, Church 


iſtory, P. 206, acquaints, © That in the ſixth Sef- 
„ fion, two Articles reaſoned upon in the privy Con- 
* ferences, were proponed by S Moderator to thg 
he an and afſented to,, The firſt, Tis found, 
© that all ſuc 
* of the Kirk, to wit, Paſtors, 
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Courts, 
before whom the Students under, them may come, 
Thus we ſee, what is to be ſaid for their being con- 
Kant Members in Seſſions, Presbyteries and Synods; 
and 'tis thought, that the Genetality of the Clauſe, 
vis. All Aſſemblies may ſupport their Claim to be 


h as the Sctipture . Governors 
oetors and Biders, 


« may conveen to the General Aſſemblies, and vote 
in ecclefiaſtical Matters,” In the Year 1602, there 
were ſeveral Articles contalning the ſeveral Grie van- 
ces of the Synod of Fife, read after great Struggle z 
whereof the Fifth was, That the Doctors bearing 
an ordinary Calling in the Kirk, by the Diſci»- 
% pline and Cuſtom thereof, are debarred from Al. 
« {emblics.” To this the Aſſembly anſwered, as it 
is in Mr. Calderwood, Church Hiſtory, p. 465. The 
General Aſſembly finds, That Doctors have 
had, and may have Vote in the General Aſſem- 
* bly, they having a lawful Commisſion for tha 
„% Effect, according as hath been found and declare 
by the General Aſſembly, holden at Edinburgh; 
* May 10. Anno 15863; and at Anno 1581, 
here it is found and declared, by the Acts of the 
« Aſſembly, That Doctors ſhould concur with the 
| « Elders in all Aſſemblies.” _—_  —- 
In the Year 1641, Mr. Henderſon, Government 
and Order of the Church of Scotland, P. 24, ſays, 
* That the Church of Scotland hath had no other 
„ Poctors, but the Profeſſors of Divinity in the U. 
at niverſities and Colleges, of which ſome uſe to be 
i choſen to be Elders of particular Churches, and 
*. Commisſioners to the National Aſſembly.” In the 
' Year 1643, the Aſſembly S.: zd, made the follows 
ing AQ for the Election of Profeſſors of Divinity, to 
be Comm isſloners either from Presbyteries or Univer- 
| fities, The Words of the AQ are, The Agembly 
 tbinks, af Profeſor of Divinity in ee be 


— 


Miniſtere, that they may be choſen Commi ſſionerſ te 
the Aumlly, either by the Presbytery, as Miniſters, 
or by the Univerſity, as Profedys of Divinity. 
By this Conſtitution, they will have, 4 Seat in the 
Afembly oftner than Miniſters, by being choſen 
3 by the Presbytery, and ſometimes by the 
niverſity. f 
As to the Number « Repreſentatives ſtom Fes 
Thf- 


ga] T_T 
Univerſity or College, I obſerve, that our Practice 
has been to: ſend One only. In the Aſſemby, Anno 
" 1602, the Univerſity of Glaſgow ſent Mr. 1 
Sharp, and that of St. Andrews ſent Mr. Fame 
Martin. But the Weſlmiſtey Directory for Church 
Government, ſent down to our Aﬀembly, Anypro 146), 
after they had propoſed, that the Number of Dele- 
gates out of every Province ſhall be three Miniſters 
and three Ruling Blders: Their Scheme of Gene- 
ral Aſſemblies likewiſe propoſed; * That Five 
learned and godly Perſons be.ſent from each. Uni. 
« verſity.” This determines,. that the Repreſents: 
tives of Univerſities ſhould be pious and learned 
Men But it does not appear from the Uirectory, 
that it is neceflury that they be Doctors of Divinity, 
or ee. they likewiſe fix the Number, 
nnd will have them to be Five; for theſe Reaſons, 
with ſome others, our Aflembly in $:9r/and did not 
receive their Directory, | 3 H 
\ By the th Att of Aſſembly, Anno 104, it is 
Weterhy ſteel, uy 


t ib Miniſter of Elder ran be - 
| gr to th Geheral Alt bly by ry Pal. 


it verfity; but ſuch us relle in ot Haye een 
it is | b ban wy + Relation 16 | 

fag up erttands that the Mipſſter muff 

F of DIVEBIEY TH Th Bf in fume Office jy th VAL 
verſity 4 and that hp Alger mut be a Matter uf 
Peaches Bf ane of x Yah ficiences, Br af the 
Languages: By this AR it is plain, mat Galleges 
re left ta their Liberty ra ele either 3 Miniſter, i 


a Peg: 


e is a Profeſſor in the College, or an Elder, it he is 
one of the Maſters, 


7 


| There are five Unlyerſities or Colleges in Scotland, 


Four of which have been in Uſe to dire& each © 
them a Commiſſioner to the Generel Aſſembly, the 
Colleges of St. Andrews, Glaſgow, the King's College 
of old Aberdeen, and the College of Edinburgh. 
ut as for the Mariſhal College in Aberdeen; ſo far 


5 Univer: 


an 


bl And in the 15th Se}. of the ſaid Aſſembly, t 


bw | ( Z 
s TL can learn, they had not ſince The Revolution 
ent a Commiſſioner to the General Afſembly, till 
the Year 1730, the Occaſion of which, I ſuppoſe, 16 
very well known ; to which Aſſembly they ſent the 
Reverend Mr. John Orburn Principal of their — 


. 


6 
Gommittee for Overtures (as the Repiſter bears) 
brought in the Report of the Committee for reviſing 
Commiſſions. The 3th Article of their Report is, 
«® That there is a Commiſſion from the Marifhal 
% College of Aberdeen, to the Reverend Mr. John 
« Orb» their Principal, in the Terme of the As 
of the General Aſſembly, and atteſted by the 


* von but the Committee dees not fird, 
or 


« that the foreſuid Mariſhal College have been in 
«4 Uſe to be repreſented in'the General Aſſembly,” 
The Reſolution the Aſſembly rame to, & ty the 
Remark made by the Committee Was, “ That as to 
10 Nis of the Mariſhal College; their being kepfe⸗ 
* ſented in the / eb they reſer ve this {- 
„ eusfigg thereof untl] ahother Generzſ Aebi; 
bl tis Alt being how Hear aß Bad.” When the 

Wh bly eaten they font their COM MISAGREE 


* 


next % 
$8 ih, But the Commiafi6h was get qiivtfelled; nor 


Have ſſane With this Head, when | fhall acquaint 
the Reader, that it is net neevffary that the Pam- 
Tale (rom the Univerſities be arreſted hy the Mini- 
ſter and Kirk 8cafign, as it is with refpert ta Cam- 
misſians fram Burghs, their Conſent ta, and App 
bation of the Cammisfians given to the Univerſiticy 
Repreſentatives is not required, it is ſufficient thar 
they be atteſted by the Presbytery of the Boundy, 
within which the Univerſity or College is, 1 

After all I have ſaid in the Overture, and the 
Illuſtration of it, and likewiſe in the preceedin 
Hiſtory of the Conſtitution of our Aſſemhlies! i 
rauſt be ia vain as to think I have advanced alreat 


N a many 


as been i any TIME RE: | 
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many Things very WY for recommending the O. 


vertute for a Rotation; and to profeſs that 1 believe, 
that it would be the great Palladium for Trevting 
the Liberty and Free | 

blies and the grand Mean of reftoring that Peace 
und Pharſſy, that is ſy much WITh'd te prevail among 
the Migifters of the Gofpel: Jam vet I foolifh 8 


d expe, that it will be gone intg by us all at eee 
the Nation, it 


vs fines in many Pretbyteries thee” th 
as gblerved, ſo that they ſent the Miniſters by their 
nurle and Varn, is will ſurely be agresghle to them. 
And as ta athers that have nat fallawed the ſame 
ethad, J have apencd up ta them very plauſible 
Arguments ta enforce it upon them, 
1 lay it ta my Account, that ſome who have Do- 
ſigns to raiſe themſelves, by being * 
ers of our Aſſemblies, will labour to 
others will ſend forth Abundance of Pamphlets a- 
gainſt me, as they have done againſt my Writings on 


%% Right and Power of calling Miniſters to vacant 


hurches, ſome ot which, wherein there was uny 
hadow of Argument, I have anſwered to the Con- 


viction of the Judicious and Intelligent. Others, 


who have filled their Ferformances with Satyre and 
ill Nature, without bringing any Thing like Argu- 
ment and Reaſon, I have treated with Neglect and 
Contempt; 3. e. I did not think it worth my While 
to blacken Paper againſt them; herein following the 
Example of the pious, ingenious and learned Mr. 
Joſeph Mede, when he ſaw Men impetuous in the 
Aſſertion of their Opinions, and peremptory in the 
Rejection of other Men's Judgments; he commonly 


anſwered ſuch with Silence, not caring to entertain 


Diſcourſe with them; who inſtead of a ſober and 
modeſt Enquiry into, Truth, were addicted to a diſ- 


ingenuous Humour of r ; that was his 
Term, which in his Senſe, ſiguified to be always 
reſolved for the laſt Word. When he found them 


om of bur M Aſſem- 


efeat it; and 


3 „ 3 „ : 


a, 1 
1 : | | | 
to be ſelf.conceited, and pertingcious Wranglers R 
would allow them the . Word 15 and | 
Vriting. Further, That which diverted me from 
owing any Regard to ſeveral Authors that Wrots 
agalnſt ine Was; that Which the ſigenious and polices = 
Eiter of the SPeffareF (hid; When he Was tra weed | 
by « evntemptible Tribe of Weiters: tf The Truth 6 
ir (lays he) is, | am afraid of making them een⸗ 
i fiderable, by raking Nutiee of thems far they J 
* ſitke ka theſs {mperecprible Infeets, which ave dif- 
( 8 the Micfaſcgpe, and cannat he made 
* the Subject} of Obſervarion, withaut being magni- 
* fied.” Rut theſe Gentlemen who have wrate 
againſt my former Treatiſes, are like to vindicate 
what | have advanced in them: For nutwithſtandin 
they have got the Power in their Hands, and aid 
—_ every Thing dy a vaſt Majority in the two pre- 
ceeding Aſſemblies z yet what have they done for 
aſſerting the Right of the People, in calling Mini- 
ſters to vacant Pariſhes, when they in their Sermong 
and — have given it out, that this Right is 
the Purchaſe of CHRIST, and one of his Legacies 
to the Church? Have they, when they have the Power 
in their Hand, ſo much as made an AR of Aſſem- 
bly, when the Right of Calling ſhall be devolved in 
the Hands of the Presbytery, that Preebyteries ſhall 
not make Uſe of that =, Or have they enacted, 
that in that Caſe, all the Heads of Families ſhall 
be the Callers, or all the Communicants, Men and 
Women ſhall in the ſuppoſed Caſe be the Callers? 
Or have they, when they have petitioned the Parlia- 
ment for repealing the Patronage Act, deſired to 
have a Law inveſting the People with the Right 2 
Nay, ſo far from that, that we are told that the re- 
ſtoring the Act of Parliament, Anno 1690, will 
leaſe z which muſt be very ſtrange, after they have 
Jaboured bo much to have the Act of Aſſembly 1732 
abuliſhed, This is what they had in their _— to 
X | | 8 aVe 


| * 
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have carried by « vaſt n let them then toll 
honeſtly, why they have not done theſe Things, or 
let them no more go to the Pulpit with their popu- 
lar Declamations on this Head, to ſpirit up the 
People to a popular Prelacy, that is now rampant 
among them, whoreby they aſſume over their Mi. 
niſters, and preſcribe Rules and Laws to them, to 
which alas, too many aro ſo cowardly as to ſubmit, 
and ta their Reproach endure ſuch an inglorious 
Slavery, | | 


